
Why Was Henrik Ibsen Considered an Enemy
Of The People?
Henrik Ibsen, the renowned Norwegian playwright, is widely regarded as one of
the greatest contributors to modern drama. His works continue to challenge
societal norms and provoke thought even today. One of his most controversial
plays, "An Enemy Of The People," is a masterpiece that delves into themes of
truth, morality, and the struggle of the individual against the majority.

The Plot: A Clash of Views

The play revolves around the conflicts that arise when Dr. Thomas Stockmann,
the protagonist, discovers that the baths in his town are contaminated. Despite
the serious health risks to the community, Stockmann's attempts to expose the
truth are met with fierce opposition from the town's leaders and influential figures.
The authorities, motivated by financial interests and fear of a plummeting
economy, label Stockmann as an enemy of the people, turning the entire town
against him.

Ibsen masterfully crafts the plot to demonstrate the timeless struggle between
personal integrity and societal pressure. The play highlights the difficulty of
standing up for what is right, especially when it contradicts popular opinion.
Stockmann's character serves as a representation of Ibsen's own confrontations
with society as he challenges established norms.
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The Controversy: A Bold Critique

"An Enemy Of The People" sparked intense debates upon its release in 1882.
With its unapologetic critique of democracy, the play was deemed scandalous
and provocative. Ibsen's unflinching portrayal of the town officials as corrupt and
driven by their personal interests struck a nerve among those in power. Critics
accused Ibsen of instigating political and social unrest by challenging the status
quo.

Furthermore, the play's exploration of the concept of truth proved to be a point of
contention. Ibsen forces the audience to question what constitutes the greater
good and whether society is willing to accept the truth when it conflicts with their
own desires and beliefs. This uncomfortable reflection of society at large made
"An Enemy Of The People" an unsettling experience for many, but also a catalyst
for introspection.

Ibsen's Legacy: A Theater Revolution

Although Ibsen faced significant backlash during his time, his impact on theater
and storytelling cannot be understated. "An Enemy Of The People" paved the
way for a new era of realism and naturalism in drama. Ibsen rejected
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conventional morality and idealism to present complex characters and situations
that mirrored the complexities of the real world.

Ibsen challenged his audience to confront uncomfortable truths and question their
own beliefs. His works acted as a mirror to society, often exposing its flaws and
hypocrisies. This revolutionary approach to theater inspired countless playwrights
and artists, setting the stage for the modern era of drama.

Relevance Today: Lessons That Persist

Over a century has passed since "An Enemy Of The People" first premiered, and
yet its themes remain strikingly relevant in today's society. The play continues to
resonate with audiences as they grapple with issues of truth, integrity, and the
struggle against systemic corruption.

In a world plagued by misinformation and powerful interests, the character of Dr.
Stockmann serves as a reminder of the importance of speaking out, even at great
personal cost. The play serves as a cautionary tale about the consequences of
conforming to popular opinion and the dangers of putting personal gain above the
well-being of society.

In

Henrik Ibsen's "An Enemy Of The People" is a powerful, thought-provoking
masterpiece that continues to captivate audiences worldwide. Its exploration of
truth, morality, and individuality resonates as strongly today as it did over a
century ago.

By challenging societal norms and inviting audiences to examine their own
values, Ibsen laid the foundation for a new era of theater that prioritizes



introspection and critical thinking. "An Enemy Of The People" stands as a
testament to the enduring relevance and power of Henrik Ibsen's work.
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Environmentalist, activist, and attorney Robert F. Kennedy Jr. contributes a
foreword to this Skyhorse edition of Norwegian playwright Henrik Ibsen’s
renowned 1882 play.

Regarded as one of the foremost playwrights of the nineteenth century, Henrik
Ibsen tells the story of the idealist Doctor Thomas Stockmann, the medical officer
of a recently opened spa in a small town in southern Norway, who finds that the
water is seriously contaminated. He notifies members of the community and
initially receives support and thanks for the discovery. Threatened by the possible
impact of such a revelation, his brother, the town mayor, conspires with local
politicians and the newspaper to suppress the story and pressure Dr. Stockmann
to retract his statements.

At a public meeting, an attempt is made to keep Dr. Stockmann from speaking,
but he launches into a tirade condemning the corruption of the town and the
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tyranny of the majority. Finding his speech offensive, he is shouted down by the
masses and reviled as "an enemy of the people."

In his foreword, Kennedy alerts readers to the undeniable fact that the
persecution of those who tell uncomfortable truths, which Ibsen described over
one hundred years ago, continues to this day and is as relevant now as ever. We
face environmental deregulation and degradation, politicians in lobbyists’ pockets,
attacks on facts that are agreed upon by reputable scientists, corporate funded
and controlled research, and attempts to impede and suppress whistleblowers.
The battle continues and Kennedy joins Ibsen on the front lines.
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