
White Ivy Novel: A Captivating Tale of
Ambition and Deception

White Ivy, the debut novel by Susie Yang, is a mesmerizing literary work that
combines elements of suspense, romance, and psychological thriller. Set against
the backdrop of Ivy League schools and privileged suburban neighborhoods, this
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enthralling story explores themes of ambition, identity, and the lengths people will
go to attain their desires.

The Plot

At the heart of White Ivy is Ivy Lin, a Chinese immigrant with an insatiable drive to
rise above her humble beginnings. As a child, Ivy quickly learns that opportunities
are scarce, and she becomes fixated on achieving the American Dream by any
means necessary.
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Through a series of cunning maneuvers, Ivy manages to secure a scholarship at
an elite school and befriends Gideon Speyer, the golden boy from a wealthy
family. Ivy is drawn to Gideon's world of wealth, privilege, and allure, leading her
to develop a dangerous obsession that will shape her future.

As Ivy grows older, her manipulative nature and desire for success only intensify.
She navigates treacherous waters, engaging in deceitful acts, forging
relationships for her own gain, and compromising her morals along the way.

The Characters
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Susie Yang creates a cast of complex and multi-dimensional characters in White
Ivy, each with their secrets, desires, and motivations. Ivy Lin, the novel's
protagonist, is a captivating and morally ambiguous character who constantly
pushes the boundaries of acceptable behavior to achieve her ambitions.

Gideon Speyer, Ivy's love interest and the object of her desires, represents a life
of privilege and excess. His magnetic personality and social status draw Ivy in,
blurring the line between love and obsession.

Other notable characters include Ivy's grandmother, who instills in her the
importance of family and sacrifice, and Sylvia, Ivy's childhood friend, whose life
takes a different trajectory. The interactions and dynamics between the
characters in White Ivy contribute to the book's intrigue and keep readers
captivated until the very end.

The Themes

White Ivy delves into several thought-provoking themes that resonate with
readers long after they finish the book. Ambition and the pursuit of success are
central themes, as Ivy's relentless drive to escape her past shapes her decisions
and actions throughout the novel.

The narrative also explores the idea of identity and the lengths one will go to
belong. Ivy's Chinese heritage and immigrant status play a significant role in her
journey, as she struggles to balance her cultural background with her desire to
assimilate into American society.

The theme of deception runs deep within the pages of White Ivy. Ivy's constant
manipulation of others and the web of lies she weaves blur the line between truth
and fiction, leaving readers questioning their own perceptions.



The Writing Style

Susie Yang's prose is exquisite and brimming with lyrical beauty. She skillfully
balances vivid descriptions with taut suspense, creating an immersive reading
experience. Her ability to capture the intricate emotional landscape of her
characters adds layers of complexity to the narrative, making it impossible to put
the book down.

White Ivy is a remarkable novel that grips readers from the first page and keeps
them enthralled until the very last sentence. Susie Yang's masterful storytelling,
coupled with her exploration of ambition, identity, and deception, makes this book
a must-read for lovers of literary fiction.

If you are searching for a captivating tale that will take you on a thrilling journey
filled with twists and turns, pick up a copy of White Ivy today and prepare to be
spellbound by this extraordinary debut novel by Susie Yang.
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“A truly addictive read” (Glamour) about how a young woman’s crush on a
privileged former classmate becomes a story of love, lies, and dark obsession,
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offering stark insights into the immigrant experience, as it hurtles to its electrifying
ending in this “twisty, unputdownable, psychological thriller” (People).

Ivy Lin is a thief and a liar—but you’d never know it by looking at her.

Raised outside of Boston, Ivy’s immigrant grandmother relies on Ivy’s mild
appearance for cover as she teaches her granddaughter how to pilfer items from
yard sales and second-hand shops. Thieving allows Ivy to accumulate the
trappings of a suburban teen—and, most importantly, to attract the attention of
Gideon Speyer, the golden boy of a wealthy political family. But when Ivy’s
mother discovers her trespasses, punishment is swift and Ivy is sent to China,
and her dream instantly evaporates.

Years later, Ivy has grown into a poised yet restless young woman, haunted by
her conflicting feelings about her upbringing and her family. Back in Boston, when
Ivy bumps into Sylvia Speyer, Gideon’s sister, a reconnection with Gideon seems
not only inevitable—it feels like fate.

Slowly, Ivy sinks her claws into Gideon and the entire Speyer clan by attending
fancy dinners, and weekend getaways to the cape. But just as Ivy is about to
have everything she’s ever wanted, a ghost from her past resurfaces, threatening
the nearly perfect life she’s worked so hard to build.

Filled with surprising twists and a nuanced exploration of class and race, White
Ivy is a “highly entertaining,” (The Washington Post) “propulsive debut” (San
Francisco Chronicle) that offers a glimpse into the dark side of a woman who
yearns for success at any cost.
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