
What Flies Want Poems: Exploring the Iowa
Poetry Prize
When it comes to the world of literature and poetry, there are numerous awards
that recognize outstanding works and talented writers. One such esteemed award
is the Iowa Poetry Prize, which has been highlighting exceptional poetry
collections for many years. In this article, we delve into the enchanting world of
What Flies Want Poems, a mesmerizing collection that garnered widespread
acclaim after winning the Iowa Poetry Prize.

The Iowa Poetry Prize: A Celebration of Literary Excellence

The Iowa Poetry Prize is an annual competition organized by the University of
Iowa Press. It aims to recognize and publish the best collection of poems
submitted by both emerging and established poets. The competition has gained
immense prestige in the literary community and winning the prize is considered
an extraordinary accomplishment for any poet.

Each year, numerous manuscripts are submitted by poets from around the world,
all vying for the opportunity to see their work recognized and published. The
selection process is rigorous and involves a distinguished panel of judges,
consisting of renowned poets and critics. The winner is chosen based on the
complexity, originality, and emotional impact of their poems. It is indeed an
accolade that catapults a poet's career to new heights.
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Unveiling What Flies Want Poems

In an astonishing turn of events, poet Honorée Fanonne Jeffers clinched the
coveted Iowa Poetry Prize for her exceptional collection, titled "What Flies Want
Poems." The captivating title in itself raises curiosity and entices readers to
explore the profound meaning behind it.

Jeffers' collection is a poetic masterpiece that effortlessly combines themes of
nature, identity, and resistance. Through her evocative language and meticulous
craftsmanship, she transports readers to a world brimming with vivid imagery and
emotion. The poems within the collection explore the desires, dreams, and
ambitions of various characters, both human and non-human, allowing readers to
connect deeply with these profound narratives.

The Iowa Poetry Prize judges were particularly impressed by Jeffers' ability to
weave intricate layers of meaning within her poems. Her work exudes a sense of
raw honesty and authenticity, leaving a lasting impact on readers long after they
have finished reading. The collection explores issues of race, gender, and history
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with a unique perspective, shedding light on the complexities of the human
experience.

The Power of Poetry

"What Flies Want Poems" serves as a testament to the power of poetry as a
medium for self-expression and social commentary. It evokes a range of
emotions within readers, urging them to reflect on their own lives and the world
around them. One of the defining characteristics of Jeffers' collection is its ability
to capture moments of intense beauty amidst the chaos and tribulations of
everyday life.

The long descriptive keyword for the alt attribute for this article is "What Flies
Want Poems Iowa Poetry Prize." This keyword ensures that the article is easily
discoverable by search engines, allowing poetry enthusiasts and avid readers to
explore the captivating world of Jeffers' award-winning collection.

In

"What Flies Want Poems," winner of the Iowa Poetry Prize, is a remarkable
collection that showcases the exceptional talent of Honorée Fanonne Jeffers.
Through her carefully curated verses, Jeffers invites readers on a transformative
journey, exploring themes of identity, history, and the human condition. This
collection is a triumph of creativity and literary prowess, making it a must-read for
poetry enthusiasts and lovers of profound storytelling.

What Flies Want: Poems (Iowa Poetry Prize)
by Emily Pérez (Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 424 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported

http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcEFLSHZySFBhQzhGY00rMWltbDVidEZrNzBtNWtnVWF4SmJla0ZWd3QwU2ZGS3dtRnVWYzg2RnY4NzcrSlhEUmdIUER3R1RpNGk4UlRoRUhwc2YyU3VRPT0=:f4.pdf


Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 77 pages

In What Flies Want, disaster looms in domesticity: a family grapples with its
members’ mental health, a marriage falters, and a child experiments with self-
harm. With its backdrop of school lockdown drills, #MeToo, and increasing
political polarization, the collection asks how these private and public tensions are
interconnected.

The speaker, who grew up in a bicultural family on the U.S./Mexico border, learns
she must play a role in a culture that prizes whiteness, patriarchy, and
chauvinism. As an adult she oscillates between performed confidence and
obedience. As a wife, she bristles against the expectations of emotional labor. As
a mother, she attempts to direct her white male children away from the toxic
power they are positioned to inherit, only to find how deeply she is also implicated
in these systems. Tangled in a family history of depression, a society fixated on
guns, a rocky relationship, and her own desire to ignore and deny the problems
she must face, this is a speaker who is by turns defiant, defeated, self-implicating,
and hopeful.
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