
Welcome to the World of British Wool: The
Go-To Resource for Feltmaking Enthusiasts
Feltmaking is an ancient craft that has stood the test of time. From its origins in
Central Asia to its widespread popularity today, felt has been used for a multitude
of purposes, from clothing to shelter. And when it comes to creating high-quality
felt, one material stands out above the rest – British wool.

British wool is renowned for its exceptional quality and versatility, making it the
perfect choice for feltmaking. The International Feltmakers Association
recognizes British wool as the go-to resource for felting enthusiasts worldwide,
and it's easy to see why.

A Brief to Feltmaking

Before diving into the world of British wool for feltmaking, let's take a moment to
understand the art of felting itself. Felt is a non-woven fabric that is created by
matting fibers together using heat, moisture, and agitation. This unique process
allows the fibers to interlock and form a strong, durable material.
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Feltmaking has been practiced for thousands of years, with evidence of its
existence dating back to ancient times. The nomadic cultures of Central Asia,
such as the Mongols and the Turkic peoples, are widely credited with discovering
and perfecting the art of felting. Today, felt is used in various industries, from
fashion and interior design to art and crafts.

The Benefits of British Wool for Feltmaking

When it comes to felting, the choice of wool is crucial. Different breeds of sheep
produce wool with varying characteristics, and British wool is known for its
superior quality and unique properties.

The first advantage of British wool is its fine fibers. The wool fibers are incredibly
soft and have a natural crimp, which makes them perfect for trapping air and
creating a warm and insulating felt. This softness also ensures that the resulting
felt is comfortable to wear against the skin, making it ideal for garments and
accessories.

In addition to its softness, British wool is also known for its strength and durability.
The fibers have a natural elasticity that allows them to stretch and bounce back,
making the resulting felt resistant to tearing and sagging.

Another noteworthy characteristic of British wool is its ability to take on dyes and
retain vibrant colors. The wool readily absorbs color, allowing feltmakers to create
stunning and intricate designs with ease.

Furthermore, British wool is sustainably sourced. The UK has a long history of
sheep farming, and the welfare of the animals is of utmost importance. The wool
industry in Britain adheres to strict regulations to ensure the well-being and
ethical treatment of sheep.



The International Feltmakers Association Recognizes British Wool

The International Feltmakers Association (IFA) is a global organization dedicated
to promoting and celebrating the art of felting. As the leading authority in the field,
the IFA recognizes the exceptional qualities of British wool for feltmaking.

The IFA acknowledges British wool as a versatile and reliable material that
consistently produces high-quality felt. It recommends British wool to feltmakers,
both beginners and experts alike, as a go-to resource for their creations.

Furthermore, the IFA participates in various events and exhibitions worldwide to
showcase the beauty and versatility of felt. It frequently collaborates with British
wool producers to highlight the unique qualities of their wool, further solidifying
British wool's reputation as the premier choice for feltmakers.

The Versatility of British Wool for Feltmaking

One of the most remarkable aspects of British wool for feltmaking is its versatility.
This natural fiber can be used to create a wide range of felted products, from
garments and accessories to home decor items and art pieces.

When it comes to clothing, British wool felt is lightweight, breathable, and
comfortable, making it ideal for all-season wear. It can be easily molded and
shaped to create hats, gloves, scarves, and more. The durability of British wool
ensures that these garments will stand the test of time.

In the realm of interior design, British wool felt adds warmth, texture, and a touch
of luxury to any space. Felted cushions, rugs, and wall hangings create a cozy
and inviting atmosphere, while felted curtains provide privacy and insulation.

For those with a creative flair, British wool is the perfect medium for art and crafts.
It can be molded, sculpted, and embellished to create intricate three-dimensional



sculptures, jewelry, and even paintings. The possibilities are endless, limited only
by one's imagination.

Embrace the Beauty of British Wool for Feltmaking

In , British wool is the ultimate choice for feltmakers around the world. Its
exceptional quality, versatility, and sustainability make it the go-to resource for
anyone passionate about felting.

The International Feltmakers Association recognizes British wool as the premier
material for creating high-quality felt. Whether you are a seasoned feltmaker or a
beginner eager to explore this ancient craft, British wool will undoubtedly elevate
your creations to a whole new level.

So, embrace the beauty of British wool and start felting today!
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Britain has more native breeds of sheep than anywhere else in the world,
providing a valuable source of wool for feltmakers. The characteristics of these
breeds vary widely, making some more suitable for felting than others. Aimed at
all levels of feltmakers, this helpful guide explores a selection of native breeds,
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and explains how their wool can be used successfully to create a variety of types
and weights of felt. The book gives detailed information on each breed of sheep
and then advises on their suitability for individual projects. It covers combining
different wools, and blending colours to create colour and texture and includes
how to work with raw fleece, and how to dye wool and felt. There are over 250
photos which illustrate a wide variety of felted projects.
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