
Weavers of the Southern Highlands -
Unveiling the Beauty of Southern Textile
Traditions

The weaving culture in the Southern Highlands region is a reflection of the rich
tapestry of traditions and techniques that have been passed down through
generations. The skilled artisans, known as weavers, have managed to preserve
and evolve the art of textile weaving, creating breathtaking masterpieces that
showcase the unique beauty of the Southern Highlands.

Preserving a Legacy
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The history of weaving in the Southern Highlands dates back centuries, rooted in
the cultural heritage of the indigenous tribes that once inhabited the region. The
weavers played a vital role in their communities, using traditional looms and
techniques to create woven fabrics that served various purposes - from clothing
to ceremonial items.

Weavers of the Southern Highlands
by Philis Alvic (Kindle Edition)

4.1 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 7653 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 264 pages

Over time, as the region became influenced by outside cultures, the art of
weaving in the Southern Highlands began to evolve and innovate. New materials
and patterns were introduced, pushing the boundaries of traditional techniques
while maintaining a deep respect for the heritage and customs of the weavers.

A Colorful Journey

The Weavers of the Southern Highlands are known for their vibrant and diverse
use of colors. These artisans skillfully blend different shades and hues to create
intricate patterns that tell stories and symbolize different aspects of their culture.
From earthy tones representing nature to bold and bright colors symbolizing joy
and celebration, the textiles created by these weavers are a reflection of the
stunning landscapes and rich cultural traditions found in the Southern Highlands.
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The Art of Weaving Today

In modern times, the Weavers of the Southern Highlands have continued to thrive
and adapt to new technologies and trends. While many still practice traditional
hand-weaving techniques, there are also those who incorporate modern weaving
machines to expedite the process without compromising the quality of their
craftsmanship.

The handmade textiles crafted by these talented weavers have gained
recognition both locally and globally. Their intricate designs and attention to detail
have turned their creations into sought-after art pieces, coveted by collectors and
enthusiasts alike.

Preserving Traditions for the Future

Recognizing the importance of preserving their cultural traditions, the Weavers of
the Southern Highlands have taken various initiatives to ensure the longevity of
their craft. Workshops, apprenticeships, and community programs have been
established to pass down the knowledge and skills to younger generations.

In addition to preserving the techniques, there is also an emphasis on sourcing
sustainable materials and implementing eco-friendly practices. This commitment
to sustainability not only protects the environment but also helps to maintain the
authenticity and quality of the textiles produced by the weavers.

Exploring the Southern Textile Trail

For those interested in experiencing the beauty of Southern textile traditions
firsthand, the Southern Highlands offer a unique opportunity. The Southern Textile
Trail, a curated journey through the region, allows visitors to witness the artistry of
the weavers up close.



Travelers can explore weaving studios, attend workshops, and even purchase
distinctive textiles directly from the artisans themselves. Immerse yourself in the
rich cultural heritage of the Southern Highlands, and bring home a piece of its
beauty and history.

Inspiration from the Weavers of the Southern Highlands

The Weavers of the Southern Highlands serve as a beacon of inspiration for
artisans worldwide. Their dedication to preserving their cultural heritage while
embracing innovation showcases the infinite possibilities of textile weaving. They
remind us of the importance of honoring our traditions, while also embracing the
opportunities to create something new.

By supporting the Weavers of the Southern Highlands and exploring their unique
art, we can contribute to the preservation of their craft and ensure the beauty of
Southern textile traditions continues to flourish for generations to come.
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Weaving centers led the Appalachian Craft Revival at the beginning of the
twentieth century. Soon after settlement workers came to the mountains to start
schools, they expanded their focus by promoting weaving as a way for women to
help their family’s financial situation. Women wove thousands of guest towels,
baby blankets, and place mats that found a ready market in the women’s network
of religious denominations, arts organizations, and civic clubs. Although the sales
appeal often emphasized helping women with very few resources, the centers
frugally covered their own expenses without charity, paying the weavers a
prevailing wage.

In Weavers of the Southern Highlands, Philis Alvic details how the Fireside
Industries of Berea College in Kentucky began with women weaving to supply
their children’s school expenses and later developed student labor programs,
where hundreds of students covered their tuition by weaving. Arrowcraft,
associated with Pi Beta Phi School at Gatlinburg, Tennessee, and the Penland
Weavers and Potters, begun at the Appalachian School at Penland, North
Carolina, followed the Berea model. Women wove at home with patterns and
materials supplied by the center, returning their finished products to the
coordinating organization to be marketed. Dozens of similar weaving centers
dotted mountain ridges.

Philis Alvic, a weaver for over thirty-five years, brings a special insider’s
perspective to the history of Appalachian handweaving and the people, agencies,
and programs that made it all work.
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