
We Are Not Friends You Are Not Small: The
Unlikely Friendship between Different Species
Long gone are the stereotypes that dictate who can be friends and who cannot. In
a world where diversity is celebrated and individuality is cherished, it should come
as no surprise that friendships can flourish between creatures that are seemingly
worlds apart. One remarkable example of such an unusual bond is found in the
heartwarming story of "We Are Not Friends, You Are Not Small." This
extraordinary tale explores the extraordinary alliance between various species,
proving that friendship knows no boundaries.

The Beginning of an Unlikely Friendship

Picture this: a small mouse and a towering elephant sharing a secret hideout
beneath a grove of trees. Sounds like a fairytale, doesn't it? Yet, this whimsical
scenario became a reality in the enchanting tale of "We Are Not Friends, You Are
Not Small." This book, a cherished favorite among children and adults alike, takes
readers on an extraordinary journey of the friendship that bloomed between two
unlikely pals.

At its core, "We Are Not Friends, You Are Not Small" delves into the idea that
appearances and differences should not define friendship. Through the beautifully
crafted illustrations and thought-provoking storyline, author Helen and illustrator
Thomas show how friendship can transcend all boundaries, even those of
species.
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Spotlight on Unusual Animal Friendships

A primary theme explored in "We Are Not Friends, You Are Not Small" is the
prevalence of unusual animal friendships. The book provides engaging and vivid
examples of such friendships, showcasing the incredible diversity of the animal
kingdom and breaking down preconceived notions about who can be friends with
whom.

One particularly heartwarming story featured in the book is the relationship
between Owen, a baby hippo, and Mzee, a 130-year-old giant tortoise. When
Owen was separated from his family during the 2004 tsunami, Mzee became his
surrogate parent, providing comfort and support during this devastating time.

Another extraordinary friendship highlighted in the book is that of Bella, a black
Labrador, and Baloo, a cuddly black bear. These two inseparable companions
found solace and companionship in each other after being rescued from a
hoarder’s property in Atlanta. Their bond teaches readers the importance of
accepting others as they are, no matter their appearances or species.

The Strength in Diversity
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"We Are Not Friends, You Are Not Small" emphasizes the inherent strength found
in embracing diversity. The book not only showcases unique friendships between
different species but also reveals the beauty and significance of diversity within
individual species.

One particular chapter in the book focuses on the friendship between Cedric, a
red squirrel, and Lulu, a grey squirrel. Despite their outward differences, Cedric
and Lulu discover a deep connection that goes beyond the color of their fur. This
promotes the idea that even within our own communities, embracing diversity
enhances our collective strength and enriches our lives.

Why "We Are Not Friends, You Are Not Small" Matters

At a time when our society is grappling with issues of discrimination and
exclusion, "We Are Not Friends, You Are Not Small" serves as a beacon of hope
and a reminder that friendships can conquer all. This book urges readers, young
and old, to look past outward appearances and prejudices and recognize the
humanity and beauty in every living being.

Through its poignant storytelling and captivating illustrations, "We Are Not
Friends, You Are Not Small" ignites a sense of compassion, empathy, and
understanding. It encourages readers to be curious about the world around them
and to foster relationships based on kindness and acceptance.

In

"We Are Not Friends, You Are Not Small" is a testament to the power of friendship
and the limitless possibilities it holds. This heartwarming tale reminds us that
friendships can flourish in the most unexpected places, between the most unlikely
pairs of creatures. So, let us embrace diversity, celebrate our differences, and



open our hearts to the possibility of forging extraordinary friendships, just like
those depicted in this remarkable book.
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A Goodreads Choice Award finalist.

Two fuzzy friends are having a fun playdate when a new pal hops in. As the day
continues, each friend feels left out at times. It isn’t so easy to figure out how to
act when everything seems to change. With humor and heart, the beloved
characters from Theodor Seuss Geisel Award winner You Are (Not) Small
navigate a friendship triangle as only they can.
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