
Visual Object Tracking: From Correlation
Filter To Deep Learning
Visual object tracking has come a long way in recent years, evolving from
traditional correlation filter-based methods to more advanced deep learning
techniques. This article will delve into the fascinating world of visual object
tracking, exploring the breakthroughs and advancements that have revolutionized
this field.

The Rise of Correlation Filter-Based Tracking

In the past, correlation filter-based tracking methods dominated the scene. These
approaches rely on handcrafted features and have been widely used due to their
simplicity and efficiency. Correlation filters are designed to find the best match
between a template image and subsequent frames in a video sequence. This
traditional approach proved to be effective in certain scenarios, but it also had its
limitations.

One of the key challenges with correlation filter-based tracking is the inability to
handle visual variations caused by complex scenes, occlusions, and changes in
scale and viewpoint. The reliance on handcrafted features limits the tracker's
ability to adapt to such variations, leading to inaccurate and unreliable tracking in
dynamic environments.
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The Advent of Deep Learning

With the surge in computational power and the availability of large-scale
annotated datasets, deep learning methods entered the scene and transformed
the field of computer vision, including visual object tracking. Deep learning
models, particularly convolutional neural networks (CNNs), proved to be highly
effective in learning discriminative features directly from raw image data.

The transition from correlation filter-based tracking to deep learning-based
tracking brought about significant improvements in tracking accuracy and
robustness. Deep learning models can automatically learn and adapt to object
appearance variations, handle occlusions more effectively, and generalize well
across different object categories.

Challenges in Applying Deep Learning to Tracking

Despite the remarkable progress made by deep learning-based tracking
methods, several challenges remain. One key challenge is the need for large
amounts of annotated training data. Training deep learning models for visual
object tracking requires extensive datasets with precise object annotations to
ensure optimal performance.
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Another challenge lies in the real-time nature of visual object tracking. Deep
learning models can be computationally intensive, leading to slower tracking
speeds. Addressing this challenge requires optimizing model architectures and
leveraging hardware acceleration techniques to achieve real-time tracking
performance.

State-of-the-Art Deep Learning Trackers

Numerous state-of-the-art deep learning trackers have been proposed in recent
years, pushing the boundaries of tracking performance even further. Some of the
most notable trackers include the Siamese Network Trackers, Recurrent Neural
Network Trackers, and the popular DeepSORT tracker.

The Siamese Network Trackers utilize a Siamese architecture to learn similarity
metrics between the template image and target candidate regions. This approach
has shown remarkable performance in visual object tracking tasks, achieving high
accuracy and efficiency simultaneously.

Recurrent Neural Network Trackers leverage recurrent layers to capture temporal
dependencies and model the object's motion over time. This enables more robust
and accurate tracking in videos with complex and dynamic scenes.

The DeepSORT tracker combines deep appearance features with a Kalman filter-
based state estimator to track objects in crowded scenes. This method excels in
scenarios with multiple objects present, providing accurate tracking even in
challenging conditions.

The Future of Visual Object Tracking

As the field of visual object tracking continues to evolve, researchers are
constantly exploring new techniques to improve tracking performance. The fusion



of deep learning with other computer vision approaches, such as 3D
reconstruction and re-identification, shows great promise in overcoming the
existing challenges.

Furthermore, the emergence of self-supervised learning and unsupervised
domain adaptation techniques holds the potential to reduce the dependency on
annotated training data, making deep learning-based tracking more accessible
and applicable in real-world scenarios.

In , visual object tracking has witnessed a significant transformation from
correlation filter-based methods to deep learning techniques. The advancements
in deep learning have addressed many limitations of traditional tracking methods,
enabling robust and accurate tracking in complex scenes. With ongoing research
and innovation, the future of visual object tracking looks promising, opening up
new possibilities for real-world applications.
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The book focuses on visual object tracking systems and approaches based on
correlation filter and deep learning. Both foundations and implementations have
been addressed. The algorithm, system design and performance evaluation have
been explored for three kinds of tracking methods including correlation filter
based methods, correlation filter with deep feature based methods, and deep
learning based methods. Firstly, context aware and multi-scale strategy are
presented in correlation filter based trackers; then, long-short term correlation
filter, context aware correlation filter and auxiliary relocation in SiamFC framework
are proposed for combining correlation filter and deep learning in visual object
tracking; finally, improvements in deep learning based trackers including Siamese
network, GAN and reinforcement learning are designed. The goal of this book is
to bring, in a timely fashion, the latest advances and developments in visual
object tracking, especially correlation filter and deep learning based methods,
which is particularly suited for readers who are interested in the research and
technology innovation in visual object tracking and related fields.
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