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Traveling to New Zealand is like stepping into a scene from a fantasy novel. With
its breathtaking landscapes, diverse wildlife, and awe-inspiring mountains, the
country has become a dream destination for many travelers. Among the top
attractions in New Zealand is the Central North Island, which offers a unique
blend of natural wonders, cultural heritage, and adventure activities.

The Heart of New Zealand

The Central North Island, often referred to as the heart of New Zealand, is a
region blessed with stunning landscapes and rich history. This part of the country
showcases the best of New Zealand's natural beauty, with its vast national parks,
picturesque lakes, and majestic mountains.

One of the most iconic sights in the Central North Island is the Tongariro National
Park. This UNESCO World Heritage Site is famous for its three active volcanoes:
Mount Tongariro, Mount Ngauruhoe, and Mount Ruapehu. The park offers an
array of outdoor activities, including hiking the Tongariro Alpine Crossing, which is
considered one of the best day hikes in the world. As you trek through the
volcanic terrain, you'll be rewarded with breathtaking views of emerald lakes,
ancient lava flows, and steaming craters.
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The Central North Island is also home to Lake Taupo, New Zealand's largest lake.
This stunning body of water is a popular spot for fishing, boating, and water
sports. On its northern shore lies the mesmerizing Huka Falls, a powerful
waterfall that captivates visitors with its vibrant blue waters. For adrenaline
junkies, skydiving over Lake Taupo is an experience that will certainly get the
heart racing.

Discover Maori Culture

The Central North Island is deeply rooted in Maori culture, and visitors have the
opportunity to learn about and experience this rich heritage. The town of Rotorua,
known for its geothermal activity, is also regarded as the cultural capital of New
Zealand. Here, you can immerse yourself in Maori traditions by visiting a marae,
where you'll be welcomed with a traditional Maori greeting known as a powhiri.
You can also witness thrilling Maori performances, such as the famous Haka, a
traditional war dance that will leave you mesmerized.

Rotorua is famous for its geothermal wonders, with hot springs, bubbling mud
pools, and geysers dominating the landscape. A visit to Wai-O-Tapu Thermal
Wonderland is like stepping onto another planet, with its vibrant colors and
otherworldly landscapes. Witnessing the eruption of the Pohutu Geyser is truly a
sight to behold.
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Another place where you can delve deeper into Maori culture is Te Puia, a Maori
cultural center and geothermal wonderland. Here, you can witness traditional
wood and stone carving, learn about the art of flax weaving, and even try your
hand at traditional Maori cooking.

Adventure Awaits

If you're a thrill-seeker, the Central North Island has plenty to offer in terms of
adrenaline-pumping activities. In Taupo, you can experience the ultimate
skydiving adventure, jumping out of a plane at an altitude of 15,000 feet and
freefalling for an exhilarating 60 seconds before the parachute opens. The feeling
of flying above the stunning landscape of the Central North Island is truly
indescribable.

For those seeking a different type of adventure, the Waitomo Caves are a must-
visit. Embark on a guided tour and witness the magical glowworms that illuminate
the dark cave ceilings, creating a surreal and enchanting experience. Take a boat
ride through the glowworm grotto and feel like you're drifting through a starry
night sky.

If you prefer to keep your feet on the ground, the Central North Island offers an
abundance of hiking trails and nature walks suitable for all fitness levels. From
short walks through native forests to multi-day treks, there is a trail for everyone.
The Whanganui Journey, a unique four-day canoe trip along the Whanganui
River, is a popular option for those seeking a true wilderness adventure.

A Photographer's Paradise

For photography enthusiasts, the Central North Island provides endless
opportunities to capture stunning images. From snow-capped mountains to
pristine lakes, there is beauty in every corner of this region. During the winter



months, the Central Plateau is transformed into a winter wonderland, with Mount
Ruapehu offering some of the best skiing and snowboarding in New Zealand.

The Tongariro Alpine Crossing, with its dramatic volcanic landscapes, is a
photographer's dream. The contrasting colors of the Red Crater, Emerald Lakes,
and Blue Lake create a surreal and breathtaking scene. Capture the sunrise or
sunset over these natural wonders for truly magical photographs.

Whether you're an adventure seeker, nature lover, or culture enthusiast, the
Central North Island of New Zealand has something to offer everyone. From its
majestic mountain ranges and picturesque lakes to its rich Maori heritage, this
region is a treasure trove of experiences waiting to be discovered. So pack your
bags, grab your camera, and prepare to be captivated by the visions of the
Central North Island and the wonders of New Zealand.
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This is a true insider’s guide to the Central North Island region of New Zealand.
Each chapter can be read as a stand alone travel article which explores a
different highway touring route, providing great ideas on what to do and see.
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Author Donna Blaber is an authentic travel writer with years of experience. She's
worked as the road trip editor for a popular New Zealand car magazine; the
roving editor of a RV and motorhome magazine; written hundreds of articles
about New Zealand; travelled for more than 20 years around New Zealand; and
has authored several popular New Zealand travel guides.

This book is a must-read for anyone travelling to New Zealand.
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