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Have you ever stumbled upon a book that captures your attention from the very
first page and refuses to let go? A book that transports you to a different time and
place, making you feel like you are living within its pages? If you are a literature
enthusiast, you understand the joy of discovering such a masterpiece. Today, we
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bring to you Villette, a remarkable novel from the Oxford World Classics
collection, written by the talented author Liliane Parkinson.

Villette, set in the enchanting city of Villette in France, follows the journey of our
protagonist Lucy Snowe, a young English governess who moves abroad to start
afresh and escape her troubled past. Lucy is a complex character who navigates
through the challenges of love, friendship, and societal expectations, providing
readers with a captivating window into the 19th-century Victorian era.
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Let us dive deeper into the world of Villette and explore why this classic from the
Oxford World Classics collection by Liliane Parkinson is a must-read for every
literary enthusiast.

1. A Masterpiece of Victorian Literature

Villette is widely regarded as one of Liliane Parkinson's greatest works and is
hailed as a masterpiece of Victorian literature. Written during the height of the
Victorian era, Villette perfectly captures the essence of the time, immersing
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readers into a world of strict societal norms, suppressed desires, and complex
human emotions.

Through her vivid prose, Parkinson weaves a tale that explores themes of love,
loss, identity, and societal expectations. Her meticulous attention to detail and
ability to create rich, believable characters make Villette a novel that stands the
test of time.

2. A Glimpse into 19th Century France

The picturesque city of Villette in France serves as the backdrop for this
captivating tale. Parkinson's detailed descriptions transport readers to the
cobbled streets, quaint cafes, and bustling marketplaces of 19th-century France.
The city itself becomes a character in the story, with its charm and beauty
juxtaposed against the challenges faced by Lucy Snowe.

Whether you have visited France or not, Villette offers a unique opportunity to
explore the sights, sounds, and culture of the country during an influential period
in its history.

3. An Unforgettable Protagonist

Lucy Snowe, the novel's protagonist, is a character that will stay with you long
after you turn the final page of Villette. As an English governess navigating life in
a foreign country, Lucy's experiences, triumphs, and sorrows make her relatable
to readers from all walks of life.

Lucy's internal struggles with her identity, loneliness, and desire for independence
resonate with readers even today. Her growth, resilience, and ultimate self-
discovery make her a character that inspires and teaches valuable life lessons.

4. A Testament to Female Empowerment



Villette explores the constraints placed upon women in the Victorian era,
highlighting the limited opportunities and societal expectations they had to face.
Through the character of Lucy Snowe, Liliane Parkinson challenges these norms
and presents a strong, independent woman striving to forge her path in a male-
dominated society.

The novel serves as a testament to female empowerment, reminding readers of
the importance of determination, courage, and the pursuit of one's dreams
irrespective of societal constraints. Villette stands as a symbol of empowerment,
inspiring women to break free from the restrictions imposed upon them.

5. The Oxford World Classics Collection

Villette is a part of the esteemed Oxford World Classics collection, known for its
carefully curated selection of literary gems from around the world. The collection
spans various genres, eras, and authors, showcasing the rich diversity of the
written word.

By including Villette in their collection, Oxford World Classics recognizes the
significance of Liliane Parkinson's work and its contribution to the literary canon.
The edition itself offers readers valuable footnotes, annotations, and critical
insights, enhancing the reading experience and providing a deeper understanding
of the text.

So, whether you are a literature enthusiast, a fan of Victorian-era fiction, or simply
seeking a captivating novel to dive into, Villette from the Oxford World Classics
collection by Liliane Parkinson is a timeless tale that should not be missed.

Immerse yourself in the enchanting world of Villette and embark on a journey
filled with love, self-discovery, and a profound exploration of the human spirit.



Villette (Oxford World's Classics)
by Liliane Parkinson (New Edition, Kindle Edition)

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2016 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 586 pages
Lending : Enabled

'I am only just returned to a sense of the real world about me, for I have been
reading Villette, a still more wonderful book than Jane Eyre.'

George Eliot

Lucy Snowe, in flight from an unhappy past, leaves England and finds work as a
teacher in Madame Beck's school in 'Villette'. Strongly drawn to the fiery
autocratic schoolmaster Monsieur Paul Emanuel, Lucy is compelled by Madame
Beck's jealous interference to assert her right to love and be loved.

Based in part on Charlotte Brontë's experience in Brussels ten years earlier,
Villette (1853) is a cogent and dramatic exploration of a woman's response to the
challenge of a constricting social environment. Its deployment of imagery
comparable in power to that of Emily Brontë's Wuthering Heights, and its use of
comedy–ironic or exuberant–in the service of an ultimately sombre vision, make
Villette especially appealing to the modern reader.
ABOUT THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made
available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable
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volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate
text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert s by leading
authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further
study, and much more.
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