
Vanishing Traces Of Jewish Galicia In Present
Day Ukraine
In the early 20th century, the region now known as western Ukraine was home to
a thriving Jewish community. But today, the traces of this once-vibrant culture are
rapidly disappearing. As the years go by, the remnants of Jewish Galicia are
becoming fainter, leaving us with a sense of loss and a need to preserve its
memory.

Ukraine, in general, has a rich Jewish history dating back centuries. However, the
region of Galicia, which was once part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, had a
particularly significant Jewish presence. Jewish Galicia was known for its bustling
cities, diverse communities, and vibrant intellectual and cultural life.

One of the most prominent cities in Jewish Galicia was Lviv, formerly known as
Lemberg. Lviv was a center of Jewish learning and was home to renowned
scholars, rabbis, and yeshivas. The city had a multitude of synagogues, kosher
restaurants, and Jewish cultural institutions.
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However, the horrors of the Holocaust and the subsequent Soviet era drastically
changed the landscape of Jewish Galicia. During World War II, Lviv witnessed the
extermination of its Jewish population, along with the destruction of synagogues
and other Jewish landmarks.

After the war, Jewish life in the region continued to decline. Many Jews emigrated
to Israel or other countries, seeking a fresh start away from the painful memories
of the Holocaust. Others were assimilated into the predominantly Ukrainian
culture, leaving behind their Jewish heritage.

Today, the cityscape of Lviv tells a story of a bygone era. Many synagogues have
been converted into libraries, museums, or even shops. The iconic Sukkah
Shalom synagogue now serves as a cultural center, organizing exhibitions and
events that showcase the rich Jewish heritage of the city.

Other cities in western Ukraine, such as Ternopil and Ivano-Frankivsk, also have
remnants of Jewish Galicia. In Ternopil, the Great Synagogue was partially
destroyed during the war but has since been restored and now serves as a
concert hall. In Ivano-Frankivsk, the Jewish cemetery stands as a poignant
reminder of the community's history.

Visiting these sites is a bittersweet experience. On one hand, it is heartening to
see efforts being made to preserve and commemorate Jewish Galicia. However,
the fact that these remnants are fading away, and few Jewish people remain in
the region, is a stark reminder of the tragedies that took place.

While the physical traces of Jewish Galicia are vanishing, there are still dedicated
individuals and organizations working tirelessly to keep the memory alive. Local
historians, researchers, and activists are documenting the history of Jewish



Galicia, conducting interviews with survivors, and collecting artifacts and
photographs.

One such organization is the Jewish Galicia and Bukovina (JGB) Project, which
aims to preserve and share the history and culture of Jewish Galicia and
Bukovina. Through its website and various initiatives, the JGB Project provides a
platform for people to connect, learn, and remember.

In addition to these efforts, there has been a growing interest among younger
generations in rediscovering their Jewish roots and reconnecting with their
heritage. This renewed interest has led to the establishment of Jewish cultural
festivals, educational programs, and even the revival of Yiddish language
courses.

Despite the challenges, hope remains that the memory of Jewish Galicia will not
be completely erased. The preservation and commemoration of this rich history
are essential not only for the Jewish community but also for Ukraine as a whole.
Recognizing and understanding the past helps build a more inclusive and tolerant
society.

As visitors explore present-day Ukraine, they should seize the opportunity to
learn about and appreciate the vanishing traces of Jewish Galicia. Walking
through the streets of Lviv or visiting the restored synagogues in Ternopil, one
can reflect on the vibrant Jewish history that once thrived in these places.

Through education, remembrance, and a commitment to preserving these
vanishing traces, we can ensure that the legacy of Jewish Galicia lives on. It is
our duty to honor the memory of those who suffered and the rich culture that once
flourished in this region.



So, let us not allow the vanishing traces of Jewish Galicia in present-day Ukraine
to be forgotten. Together, we can weave the stories and memories of the past into
the fabric of the present, creating a more compassionate and knowledgeable
future.
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In Erased, Omer Bartov uncovers the rapidly disappearing vestiges of the Jews of
western Ukraine, who were rounded up and murdered by the Nazis during World
War II with help from the local populace. What begins as a deeply personal
chronicle of the Holocaust in his mother's hometown of Buchach--in former
Eastern Galicia--carries him on a journey across the region and back through
history. This poignant travelogue reveals the complete erasure of the Jews and
their removal from public memory, a blatant act of forgetting done in the service of
a fiercely aggressive Ukrainian nationalism.

Bartov, a leading Holocaust scholar, discovers that to make sense of the
heartbreaking events of the war, he must first grapple with the complex
interethnic relationships and conflicts that have existed there for centuries.
Visiting twenty Ukrainian towns, he recreates the histories of the vibrant Jewish
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and Polish communities who once lived there-and describes what is left today
following their brutal and complete destruction. Bartov encounters Jewish
cemeteries turned into marketplaces, synagogues made into garbage dumps,
and unmarked burial pits from the mass killings. He bears witness to the hastily
erected monuments following Ukraine's independence in 1991, memorials that
glorify leaders who collaborated with the Nazis in the murder of Jews. He finds
that the newly independent Ukraine-with its ethnically cleansed and deeply anti-
Semitic population--has recreated its past by suppressing all memory of its
victims.

Illustrated with dozens of hauntingly beautiful photographs from Bartov's travels,
Erased forces us to recognize the shocking intimacy of genocide.
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