
Unveiling the Secrets: Your Step By Step
Guide To Becoming a Trucker
Have you ever dreamt of hitting the open road, exploring new destinations, and
enjoying the freedom of the great outdoors? If so, becoming a trucker might just
be the perfect career choice for you. With a rapidly growing trucking industry and
a shortage of qualified drivers, now is the perfect time to embark on this
adventurous journey.

Step 1: Research and Understand the Trucking Industry

Before you dive headfirst into pursuing a career as a trucker, it's essential to do
thorough research about the industry. Familiarize yourself with the various types
of trucks, job opportunities, required licenses, and necessary qualifications.
Reach out to experienced truckers and industry professionals to gain insights into
the realities and challenges that come with this profession.

Step 2: Fulfill the Minimum Requirements

Now that you have a good understanding of the trucking industry, it's time to meet
the minimum requirements. These may include being at least 21 years old,
possessing a valid driver's license, and having a clean driving record. Additionally,
you may need to pass a physical examination and drug test to ensure you are fit
for the job.
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Step 3: Obtain a Commercial Driver's License (CDL)
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The heart and soul of a trucker's career lie in obtaining a Commercial Driver's
License (CDL). This license allows you to operate different types of commercial
vehicles, including heavy-duty trucks and buses. You will need to study and pass
both a written and practical exam to obtain your CDL. Consider enrolling in a
reputable truck driving school to receive proper training and guidance.
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Step 4: Gain Experience through Apprenticeship or Entry-Level
Positions

Once you have your CDL, it's time to gain valuable experience. You can consider
an apprenticeship program or entry-level positions offered by trucking companies.
These opportunities allow you to hone your skills, learn from experienced drivers,
and gradually familiarize yourself with the ins and outs of the trucking industry.

Step 5: Prepare for the Road: Safety and Preparation

Before hitting the road, ensure that you are well-prepared and prioritize safety at
all times. Develop a routine for conducting pre-trip inspections, familiarize
yourself with truck maintenance, and always adhere to traffic laws and
regulations. Take advantage of resources and training programs provided by your
employer or industry associations to enhance your knowledge and skillset.

Step 6: Specialize and Explore Different Opportunities

As you become more experienced, you may consider specializing in a specific
area of trucking that interests you. Options include long-haul trucking, hazardous
materials transportation, refrigerated goods transportation, or even becoming an
owner-operator. Research and explore the options available within the industry to
further develop your career and maximize your earning potential.

Step 7: Stay Current with Industry Changes and Opportunities

The trucking industry is constantly evolving, with technological advancements,
regulatory changes, and new opportunities emerging. To stay ahead of the game,
make sure to stay informed and adapt to industry trends. Attend workshops,
seminars, and conferences, and maintain regular communication with fellow
truckers and industry professionals to keep yourself updated.

Step 8: Maintain a Healthy Lifestyle and Work-Life Balance



Trucking can be demanding, both physically and mentally. To ensure a long and
successful career, it's important to prioritize your health and maintain a healthy
work-life balance. Create a routine that includes regular exercise, nutritious
meals, and sufficient rest. Strive to establish a support system, as the nature of
trucking may require you to spend significant time away from home and loved
ones.

Step 9: Embrace New Challenges and Seek Continuous
Improvement

As you progress in your career, embrace new challenges and seek opportunities
for continuous improvement. Be open to learning new skills, adopting new
technologies, and expanding your horizons within the industry. The trucking
profession offers vast room for growth and advancement – seize these
opportunities to enhance your skills and increase your earning potential.

Step 10: Enjoy the Journey and Embrace the Freedom of the Open
Road

Congratulations! You have now become a part of the vibrant trucking community.
Embrace the freedom, independence, and endless opportunities that come with
being a trucker. Travel to new places, encounter diverse cultures, and build
lifelong connections along the way. Remember, the journey is just as important as
the destination.

Becoming a trucker is an exciting and rewarding career path for those who seek
adventure, independence, and the thrill of the open road. By following this step-
by-step guide and constantly adapting to industry changes, you can establish a
successful and fulfilling career as a trucker. So, gear up, hit the accelerator, and
embark on your journey toward a truly unique and unforgettable profession.
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Let’s talk about the money, most truck drivers can expect to earn
$30,000-$40,000 in their 1st year. I know some drivers who work as Solo drivers
and decide to give up their apartments so they can stay in the truck all year long
and save money. They still take days off from time to time, and stay with friends,
family or rent a hotel for a few days so they can take a break. Once you have 6
months experience you may be able to find a job that pays more money. I’ve
seen motivated drivers earning in the $60,000 range in their 1st year. The money
is there to earn if you look for it. Too many drivers get complacent and they stay
with the same company in the same position making low wages for years and
years. Sometimes all you need to do to increase your income is switch positions
within the company. If the company you work for doesn’t offer anything that will
take you to the next level then find another company that will. I know a Walmart
driver who earns $100,000 year and he’s home every night and weekend.

Companies pay you in cents per mile (CPM) so the more mileage you drive the
more you earn is company drivers can make anywhere from $30,000 to around
$100,000 per year. Stay away from company lease options, 99% of the time only
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the company does well with this type of position. They will make their lease
program sound perfect, touting how you will be your own boss and make lots of
money. Drivers often find themselves making just enough to cover the WEEKLY
truck lease payment. If you want to truly be your own boss as a owner operator of
your own truck then save up the money to buy a used truck cash or you may be
able to find a 3rd party (not company sponsored) lease program. I have seen a
couple of decent 3rd party lease programs, these will allow you to contract with
any company you want. So if you’re not making enough money with one
company then you can easily switch to another. Owner operators can make
anywhere from $50,000 - $250,000 per year.

About the Expert
I have been driving a truck full time for over 4 years at the time of this publishing.
I have been a company driver for 3 of those years and an owner/operator for a bit
over one.

In the 4+ years that I’ve been driving I have spent one year driving most of the
lower 48 states. I haven’t made it up to North Carolina, and a few other states in
the northeast but all of the others I have. For the last two years I have been truck
driving with my team from Los Angeles to the Kansas City area and back. We did
that twice a week. After doing that for about a year I was able to get a driving
position working nights and being home every day. I did that for almost year.

I left there because the company did a pathetic job of maintaining their
equipment. I was afraid of getting stopped by law enforcement. So I left them and
got my own truck to take care of. Now I am contracted with a carrier to move their
freight and it works out a lot better.

HowExpert publishes quick 'how to' guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday
experts.
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