
Unveiling the Secrets: Behind The Scenes At
The BBFC
The British Board of Film Classification, commonly known as BBFC, plays a
crucial role in shaping what we see on our screens. While we may only see the
rating symbols on movies or video games without a second thought, there is a
fascinating world behind the scenes at the BBFC that very few are aware of. In
this article, we will take a deep dive into this important organization and explore
the intriguing processes that occur before a movie can make its way to the silver
screen.

Understanding the BBFC

Established in 1912, the BBFC is responsible for classifying films and other
media content for public exhibition in the United Kingdom. Its main aim is to
protect viewers, particularly children, from potentially harmful or unsuitable
material while also respecting artistic freedom. The BBFC has come a long way
since its inception, constantly evolving to adapt to the changing times and the
challenges posed by advances in technology.

However, the classification process at the BBFC extends way beyond simply
assigning an age rating to a film. To maintain clarity and accuracy, the BBFC
utilizes a series of guidelines that are regularly revised and updated to address
contemporary social issues and overcome potential biases. These guidelines act
as the backbone of the decision-making process and ensure consistent and fair
classification.
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An Inside Look at the Classification Process

So, what really happens when a movie arrives for classification at the BBFC? The
journey begins with a thorough examination of the submitted material, which
includes watching the film in its entirety. This detailed scrutiny ensures that no
aspect escapes the attention of the BBFC examiners who assess the content
against the established legal framework.

During this assessment, the BBFC examiners gauge factors such as violence,
sex, language, and drug use, amongst others. They consider the impact these
elements might have on different age groups, keeping in mind what is deemed
acceptable under the guidelines. These experienced professionals play a crucial
role in maintaining the delicate balance between freedom of expression and the
protection of viewers, especially children.

Aside from the main classification process, the BBFC also offers services to
filmmakers through a consultation scheme. This allows directors and producers to
receive advice and guidance on desired classification outcomes before submitting
the final version of their works. Such consultative services enable filmmakers to
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navigate potential content issues, ensuring their visions remain intact while still
being aligned with public sensibilities.

Controversial Cases: BBFC in the Spotlight

Over the years, the BBFC has faced its fair share of controversies and
challenges. From banning films to deciding on age ratings for contentious
content, these instances have put the BBFC in the spotlight and initiated
important debates surrounding freedom of speech, censorship, and artistic
expression.

One such case was the iconic movie "A Clockwork Orange," directed by Stanley
Kubrick. Its violent content provoked heated discussions, ultimately leading to the
withdrawal of the film from distribution in the United Kingdom for several years.
The BBFC's involvement in such high-profile cases emphasizes the
organization's immense responsibility in striking the right balance between
protecting viewers and preserving artistic integrity.

Embracing the Digital Age

As technology advances, so does the challenges faced by the BBFC. The rapid
growth of streaming platforms and video-sharing websites has made it crucial for
the BBFC to extend its reach beyond traditional media formats. The organization
now provides age ratings for digital content, including online videos and mobile
apps. This expansion ensures that viewers are protected regardless of the
platform they choose to indulge in.

In addition to adapting to the digital age, the BBFC also invests significant effort
in public education and outreach. It regularly conducts research, releases
publications, and actively engages with the public through events and social
media campaigns. By increasing awareness about the importance of



classification and providing valuable insights into behind-the-scenes processes,
the BBFC aims to foster a better understanding and acceptance of its vital role.

The BBFC: An Unsung Hero

The BBFC may often stay in the shadows, working tirelessly behind the scenes to
ensure that audiences have access to safe and appropriate content. Its role as
the gatekeeper of film classification makes it an unsung hero of the cinematic
world. The immense responsibility and expertise of the BBFC examiners dictate
the landscapes of movie-goers' experiences and shape the moral compass of our
society.

So, the next time you sit down to watch a film or play a video game, spare a
thought for the dedicated individuals at the BBFC who have worked diligently to
provide you with an assurance of quality and suitability for your enjoyment and
safety.

The BBFC is a silent guardian, enabling us to embrace the magic of storytelling,
all while maintaining a delicate balance between artistic freedom and viewer
protection.
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This official history of the British Board of Film Classification (BBFC)
draws on unprecedented access to the BBFC's archives to trace 100 years of film
classification, with contributions from leading film critics and historians and case
studies of controversial films such as Battleship Potemkin and A Clockwork
Orange.
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