
Unveiling the Fascinating World of 200
Armoured Catfish: Corydoras, Scleromystax,
Aspidoras, and Brochis

In the mesmerizing realm of freshwater aquariums, few fish are as captivating as
the armoured catfish. With their armor-like plating and charming appearance,
these little underwater warriors have become highly sought-after among fish
enthusiasts. Today, we explore the world of 200 armoured catfish species,
specifically focusing on Corydoras, Scleromystax, Aspidoras, and Brochis.

1. Corydoras: The Classic Armored Beauties
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The Corydoras genus, consisting of around 160 species, showcases some of the
most popular armoured catfish found in aquariums worldwide. These small catfish
are adored for their vibrant colors, striking patterns, and distinctive barbels. With
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their playful nature and bottom-dwelling habits, Corydoras effectively contribute to
maintaining a cleaner and healthier aquarium environment.

2. Scleromystax: The Elegant Bottom Dwellers

While Scleromystax catfish might not be as widely recognized as Corydoras, they
possess their own unique charm. With around 10 known species, Scleromystax
catfish are elegant bottom dwellers that bring a touch of sophistication to any
aquarium. Their cryptic coloration and behavior of hiding in small crevices make
them incredibly intriguing to observe.

3. Aspidoras: The Delicate Micro-Cats
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Aspidoras catfish, with approximately 10 documented species, represent the
more delicate side of the armoured catfish world. Often referred to as "dwarf
corydoras," these tiny wonders exhibit remarkable patterns on their bodies.
Despite being small in size, Aspidoras catfish bring immense joy to aquarists by
showcasing their adorable behavior and intricate markings.

4. Brochis: The Majestic Cousins
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Last but not least, the Brochis genus presents a small selection of armoured
catfish. These majestic cousins of Corydoras feature larger body sizes and
possess stunning patterns that add a touch of grandeur to any aquarium. Their
peaceful nature and distinct appeal make them a remarkable addition to any fish
enthusiast's collection.

The Perfect Aquarium Setup and Care

To keep these charismatic armoured catfish content, it is crucial to replicate their
natural habitat in the aquarium. Providing a sandy substrate, numerous hiding
spots, and suitable water parameters are key aspects of their well-being. Regular
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maintenance, proper feeding, and optimal tank mates also play important roles in
their health and happiness.

The world of armoured catfish is truly mesmerizing, and the vast array of species
within the Corydoras, Scleromystax, Aspidoras, and Brochis genera showcases
the diversity and beauty within this unique family. Whether you choose the vibrant
Corydoras, the elegant Scleromystax, the delicate Aspidoras, or the majestic
Brochis, these armoured catfish will undoubtedly bring joy and fascination to your
aquarium.

Explore the Stunning World of Armoured Catfish Today!
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200 Armoured Catfish

Those who love the small aquarium Corydoras catfish can learn a
lot from this book.
As well as important general information on keeping and breeding, this book has
descriptions of over 170 named valid species of Corydoras, and their near
relatives in the Aspidoras, Brochis and Scleromystax genera, as well as ones
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known by their C or CW numbers, including the laser catfish. A total of over 200
distinct armoured catfish from the subfamily Corydoradinae are described in this
book. Illustrated with over 450 pictures.
This book should appeal to those who want to know more about these beautiful
fish, both beginners and the more advanced.
For scientifically inclined aquarists, this book describes the possible future
revision of the subfamily Corydoradinae, splitting up the Corydoras genus and
near relatives into nine different genera, resurrecting several disused genus
names. It also explains through examples Müllerian mimicry among the
Corydoras.

This second edition was updated in 2022, and includes species
described since the first edition.
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