
Unveiling the Enchanting Triggerplants of
Western Australia: A Botanical Marvel
Western Australia is home to an astonishing variety of plant species, each more
captivating than the last. Amongst these botanical wonders, one group stands out
for its uniqueness and beauty - the Triggerplants. Native to Western Australia's
sandy soils and rocky outcrops, Triggerplants have fascinated botanists, nature
enthusiasts, and photographers alike. In this article, we delve into the enchanting
world of Triggerplants, exploring their characteristics, habitats, and significance.

The Alluring Secret Behind their Name

As the name suggests, Triggerplants have an intriguing mechanism that sets
them apart from other flowers. When an insect, such as a bee, lands on their
flower, its touch triggers a swift and remarkable transformation. The flower's
narrow lobes snap shut against the insect, trapping it momentarily. This
mechanism, known as 'triggering,' ensures that pollen from the insect is
deposited onto the flower's stigma, facilitating pollination. Once the pollen is
released, the flower reopens, allowing the released insect to continue its journey
unscathed. The precision and efficiency of this process have captivated
researchers, making Triggerplants a subject of numerous scientific studies.

The Diverse World of Western Australia's Triggerplants

Western Australia boasts an impressive variety of Triggerplant species, each with
its unique characteristics and habitat preferences. One of the most well-known
triggerplants is Stylidium adnatum, commonly referred to as the Dwarf
Triggerplant. It is a sight to behold with its vibrant pink flowers and grass-like
leaves. This species, like many others, thrives in sandy soils and is often found in
areas with adequate sunlight. Its compact size and eye-catching pink blooms



make it a popular subject for photographers and nature enthusiasts visiting the
region.
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Another fascinating Triggerplant species found in Western Australia is Stylidium
schoenoides, commonly known as the Moss Triggerplant. As its name implies,
this species bears resemblance to a cluster of vibrant green moss. Its flowers,
arranged in spherical clusters, display a mesmerizing variety of colors, including
white, purple, and pink. The Moss Triggerplant can often be spotted in damp
areas, such as near rivers and streams. Its delicate appearance and striking
colors make it a favorite among collectors of rare and exotic plants.

Conservation Efforts and Future Challenges

Despite their enchanting features, Triggerplants face several challenges to their
survival. Rapid urbanization, habitat fragmentation, and climate change have all
contributed to the decline of their natural habitats. Efforts have been made to
conserve and protect these extraordinary plants for future generations to enjoy.
Organizations and researchers are working tirelessly to understand the ecological
needs of Triggerplants and develop strategies for their conservation. By raising
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awareness about the importance of preserving their unique habitats, we can
contribute to safeguarding these botanical treasures.

Triggerplants - An Inspiration for Artists and Photographers

The beauty and intricate mechanisms of Triggerplants have also inspired artists
and photographers across the globe. From detailed illustrations to breathtaking
macro photography, Triggerplants have become a subject of fascination in the art
world. Their captivating shapes, vibrant colors, and the narrative of triggering
have all become popular themes in various artistic mediums. The enchanting
allure of Triggerplants continues to captivate creative souls, driving them to create
works that celebrate the delicate beauty of these captivating plants.

Exploring Western Australia's Botanical Paradise

If you find yourself drawn to the natural wonders of Western Australia, immersing
yourself in the country's floral paradise is certainly an experience not to be
missed. The diverse landscapes provide an opportunity to encounter
Triggerplants and numerous other unique plant species up close. From the sandy
coastlines to the rocky outcrops, Western Australia offers a botanical adventure
like no other. Whether you are a botany enthusiast, a nature lover, or simply
seeking inspiration, Western Australia's Triggerplants will undoubtedly leave you
in awe of Mother Nature's creativity.

As we delve into the enchanting world of Triggerplants, we are not only awestruck
by their beauty but also made aware of the importance of preserving their delicate
habitats. Let us join hands in protecting these botanical marvels, so future
generations may also marvel at the captivating Triggerplants of Western
Australia.
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The Triggerplants belong to the family Stylidiaceae, one of the largest genera in
Australia. The genus Stylidium is made up of about 300 species all occurring in
Australia (a few other species occur in India, China and The Philippines) with
about 150 species occurring in Western Australia and about 50 species around
Perth. It is the 5th largest genus of plants in Australia. The name derives from the
Greek stylos meaning a column. The male and female organs of the plant are
fused to make up a column, the trigger, that when touched snaps forwards like a
trigger to aid spread of pollen onto an insect. It can make this swing within 15
milliseconds. The trigger then rests itself. The trigger lies below the plane of the
flower. Glandular hairs on the flower stem and flower can trap small insects and
then produce proteolytic enzymes that break down the insect tissues, the
breakdown products then being absorbed by the plant. Many Triggerplants are
thus carnivorous plants. The column is reminiscent of a similar but static structure
in the Orchidaceae.
The plants have usually 2 pairs of petals that may be unequal in size. The white,
cream, yellow or pink petals can be between ½ centimetre to 3 centimetres in
size. The plants grow from a few centimetres to 1.8 metres in height depending
on the species concerned. In some species flowers with 2, 3 or 5 and even 6
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petals occur.
When the column is touched by an insect the column flies towards the insect and
covers it in pollen. The anthers are first to develop followed by the stigma. The
trigger may contact the insect from above or below depending on the individual
plant species. The contact can occur within 15 milliseconds of the column being
touched. It then takes from a few minutes to half an hour to reset, again
depending on species and air temperature. Movement of the column is slower in
lower temperatures. The pollinating insect is a small bee.
The hairs on the plant produce a sticky material that attracts insects. This
contains proteolytic enzymes in certain species.
The genus Stylidium was first discovered in 1770 by Joseph Banks and the
Swedish Naturalist Daniel Solander in Botany Bay, Sydney in Australia. Robert
Brown and the Belgian botanist Charles Francois Antoine Morren were also to
describe species of Stylidaceae.
Hybrid formation rarely occurs.
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