
Until The Flood: A Powerful Journey Through
America's Racial Divide

America is a country characterized by its diversity, built on the dreams and
struggles of people from various backgrounds. Yet, it is also a nation plagued by
deep-rooted racial tensions that continue to divide communities. Until The Flood,
a powerful play written and performed by the talented Dael Orlandersmith,
masterfully captures the essence of America's racial divide, compelling audiences
to confront uncomfortable truths and inspiring conversations that can pave the
way towards healing and understanding.

Getting to Know Until The Flood
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Until The Flood is a one-woman play that delves into the complex narrative of
racial identity and inequality in America. Drawing upon real stories and
testimonies from individuals living in and around Ferguson, Missouri, in the
aftermath of the fatal shooting of Michael Brown in 2014, Orlandersmith
seamlessly weaves together multiple perspectives, emotions, and experiences.
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With remarkable artistry and empathy, Orlandersmith transforms herself into a
wide range of characters, including a middle-aged white woman, a young black
minister, a retired black police officer, a black teenager, and many others.
Through her performances, she vividly depicts the challenges, hopes, fears, and
aspirations of these characters, allowing the audience to step into their lives and
gain a deeper understanding of the complexities surrounding racial injustices.

Exploring America's Racial Divide

Until The Flood serves as a mirror that reflects the deep-seated realities of racial
divisions in America. Orlandersmith fearlessly confronts the audience with the
uncomfortable truths that underpin these divisions, forcing them to confront their
own biases and prejudices.
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The play unflinchingly examines the systemic racism ingrained within American
society, shedding light on the historical, cultural, and socio-economic factors that
continue to perpetuate racial inequalities. By giving voice to individuals living in
Ferguson, Orlandersmith humanizes the issue, showing the impact of racism on
real people, real lives. This profound approach elicits empathetic responses from
the audience, encouraging them to question their own role in contributing to the
racial divide.

The Power of Orlandersmith's Performance

Dael Orlandersmith's compelling performance in Until The Flood is nothing short
of awe-inspiring. Her ability to inhabit the souls of diverse characters and bring
their stories to life is a testament to her incredible talent and dedication.

Through her nuanced portrayals, Orlandersmith transcends the boundaries of
race, age, and gender, capturing the essence of humanity. She embodies the
pain, frustrations, and aspirations of her characters, creating an emotional
connection with the audience that leaves a lasting impact.

Impact on Audiences

Until The Flood is a profoundly transformative experience for its audiences. By
immersing themselves in the narratives of those affected by racial divisions,
theatergoers gain a new perspective on the depth of these issues and the urgent
need for change.

Following each performance, discussions are often held to facilitate dialogue and
understanding. Until The Flood sparks conversations about racial inequality,
police brutality, white privilege, and various forms of discrimination that continue
to hinder progress towards a more just and inclusive society.

The Time for Change



Until The Flood serves as a catalyst for change, urging individuals to question
their own bias and actively work towards overcoming racial divisions. It calls for
empathy, understanding, and engagement to create a future where race is not a
barrier but a source of strength.

Through the power of theater, Until The Flood illustrates that art can be a
transformative force, bringing people from diverse backgrounds together to
confront uncomfortable truths and inspire meaningful action.

In

Until The Flood is an exceptional play that challenges audiences to look deep
within themselves and confront the realities of racial divisions. Dael
Orlandersmith's exceptional performance, combined with her powerful
storytelling, serves as a means to bridge the gap between communities and
foster conversations that can lead to positive change.
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“Until the Flood is an urgent moral inquest.” —Jesse Green, New York Times
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In the gripping and revelatory Until the Flood, Dael Orlandersmith journeys into
the heart and soul of modern-day America—confronting the powerful forces of
history, race, and politics. Drawn from interviews following the shooting of a black
teenager, Michael Brown, by a white police officer, Darren Wilson, Orlandersmith
embodies the many faces of a community rallying for justice and a country still
yearning for change.
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