
Unraveling the Legacy: A Comprehensive
Study Guide to Charles De Gaulle's Appeal of
18 June
"I, General de Gaulle, currently in London, invite the officers and the French
soldiers who are located in British territory or who will come here, with their
weapons or without their weapons, I invite the engineers and the special workers
of armament industries who are located in British territory or who will come here,
to put themselves in contact with me."

In the history of France, few speeches have had as profound an impact as
Charles de Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June. Delivered during the dark days of World
War II, this extraordinary address not only ignited the flame of resistance against
Nazi occupation but also laid the foundations for a united and renewed France.

The Historical Context

On 18 June 1940, as France faced imminent defeat at the hands of the German
army, General Charles de Gaulle took to the airwaves of the BBC in London to
deliver a rallying cry to his compatriots. The appeal served as a call to arms for
French soldiers, urging them to refuse the armistice proposed by Marshal
Philippe Pétain's collaborationist government. De Gaulle's speech aimed to
gather support and establish the Free French Forces, a symbol of hope and
resistance in the face of occupation.
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Analyzing the Appeal

De Gaulle's appeal was a masterfully crafted speech, utilizing rhetorical devices
and emotional appeals to captivate his audience and inspire action. The study
guide will provide a detailed analysis of the key elements employed by de Gaulle,
including:

Emphasizing France's historical greatness to reignite national pride and
unity.

Solidifying the image of the French Republic as a legitimate government,
distinct from the collaborationist Vichy regime.

Presenting a vision of a liberated France, free from Nazi oppression.

Appealing to the honor and bravery of the French soldiers and workers,
urging them to join the resistance.

Building an international coalition against the Axis powers, emphasizing the
global significance of the French resistance movement.

The Impact and Legacy
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De Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June had a profound impact on the course of World War
II and French history. The study guide will delve into the consequences that
followed, such as:

The establishment of the Free French Forces and their role in the Allied
victory.

The formation of the French Resistance, operating underground against
German occupation.

De Gaulle's appointment as the leader of the Provisional Government of the
French Republic.

The enduring legacy of de Gaulle's appeal in shaping post-war France,
including the codification of his vision in the French constitution.

Unlocking the Appeal's Relevance Today

Despite being over 80 years old, de Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June remains relevant
in contemporary times. The study guide will discuss the enduring lessons and
themes of the speech that resonate with present-day audiences, such as:

The importance of national unity and pride in times of crisis.

The significance of effective leadership and charismatic communication.

The power of hope and resilience in inspiring collective action.

The necessity of standing up against oppression and fighting for freedom.

The impact of charismatic leaders in shaping historical events.

A Valuable Resource for Students and Enthusiasts

Whether you're a history student or simply an enthusiast eager to unravel the
depths of one of France's most iconic speeches, this study guide provides an



indispensable resource. Its comprehensive analysis and contextual
understanding will enhance your knowledge and appreciation of the Appeal of 18
June, shedding light on its significance in France and the world.

Charles de Gaulle's Appeal of 18 June remains a testament to the power of
words in shaping history. The study guide presented here offers an engaging and
comprehensive exploration of this pivotal speech, serving as a valuable tool for
anyone seeking to understand the origins, impact, and relevance of de Gaulle's
rallying cry. Unlock the secrets of the past and discover the enduring legacy of
one of France's most celebrated figures.
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Course Hero Study Guides:Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost.

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
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we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.

Course Hero Study Guide for Appeal of 18 June includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters

A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Charles de Gaulle
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