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This study guide will unravel the captivating world of Monzaemon Chikamatsu,
one of Japan's greatest playwrights. We delve into the details of Chikamatsu's
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four major plays, exploring their historical context, themes, characters, and
impact on Japanese theater. Whether you are a literature enthusiast or a student
studying Japanese literature, this guide will serve as a valuable resource for
understanding and appreciating Chikamatsu's works.

to Monzaemon Chikamatsu

Monzaemon Chikamatsu, born in 1653, was a renowned Japanese playwright
who revolutionized the art of puppet theater in the Edo period. His plays were
performed using bunraku, a traditional form of puppetry, captivating audiences
with their compelling storytelling and exploration of human emotions.
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The Four Major Plays

Chikamatsu's four major plays, known as the "Masterpieces of Chikamatsu," are:

1. The Love Suicides at Amijima

2. The Battles of Coxinga

3. The Woman-Killer and the Hell of Oil
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4. The Courier for Hell

1. The Love Suicides at Amijima

Delve into the tragic love story depicted in "The Love Suicides at Amijima." This
play explores the forbidden love between the beautiful courtesan Koharu and the
young merchant Tokubei, leading them to make the ultimate sacrifice for their
love.

2. The Battles of Coxinga

"The Battles of Coxinga" narrates the story of the Chinese-Japanese general,
Zheng Zhilong, and his son, Koxinga. Set during the transition from the Ming
dynasty to the Qing dynasty, this epic play showcases themes of loyalty, sacrifice,
and heroism.
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3. The Woman-Killer and the Hell of Oil

Explore the dark depths of human desire and the consequences of obsession in
"The Woman-Killer and the Hell of Oil." This play follows the journey of a man
driven to madness by his infatuation with a woman, leading to tragedy and
haunting reflections on the nature of love.
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4. The Courier for Hell

"The Courier for Hell" is a thought-provoking supernatural drama that delves into
the afterlife. It follows the journey of the protagonist, Gorō, who must confront his
sins and navigate the profound moral dilemmas faced in the underworld.
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Understanding Chikamatsu's Works

Chikamatsu's plays reflect the societal and cultural aspects of feudal Japan. They
vividly portray themes such as love, loyalty, duty, honor, and the complexities of
human emotions. Through this study guide, we analyze Chikamatsu's historical
influences, character development techniques, and narrative structures, providing
in-depth insight into each play.
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Impact on Japanese Theater

Chikamatsu's four major plays had a remarkable impact on Japanese theater.
They introduced new narrative techniques, heightened emotional intensity, and
expanded the possibilities of puppet theater. Over time, Chikamatsu's plays were
also adapted for Kabuki performances, further cementing his legacy as a
prominent playwright.
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Monzaemon Chikamatsu's four major plays form an essential part of Japanese
literature, captivating audiences even to this day. This study guide has provided
an extensive analysis of each play, shedding light on their historical and cultural
significance. Whether you are a theater enthusiast, literature student, or simply
intrigued by Japanese storytelling, Chikamatsu's works are sure to leave a lasting
impression.
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An infographic depicting the plot and main characters

A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Monzaemon Chikamatsu
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