
Unlocking the Secrets of Ben Jonson's
Volpone: A Comprehensive Study Guide
Welcome to the ultimate study guide for Ben Jonson's timeless play, Volpone. As
one of the most celebrated playwrights of the Shakespearean era, Jonson's work
is truly a masterpiece of English literature. This comprehensive study guide,
brought to you by Course Hero Study Guides, will dive deep into the themes,
characters, and literary techniques that make Volpone a must-read for any
literature enthusiast. So grab your pens, open your minds, and let's embark on
this enlightening journey together!

Understanding the Plot and Themes

Volpone tells the captivating story of a cunning Venetian nobleman, also named
Volpone, who feigns terminal illness to attract wealthy benefactors eager to be his
sole heir. Through a series of clever schemes, Volpone manipulates and exploits
various characters, exposing the greed and moral corruption of society. With its
exploration of themes like deception, greed, and the consequences of unchecked
ambition, Volpone remains highly relevant even in today's world.

As you dive into the play, pay close attention to the intricate plot twists and the
way Jonson masterfully exposes the flaws of his characters. Explore the theme of
greed and evaluate how it drives the actions of Volpone, as well as other
characters like Mosca and Voltore. Engage in critical analysis to understand the
motivations and consequences that arise from these characters' ambitions.

Study Guide for Ben Jonson's Volpone (Course
Hero Study Guides)
by Course Hero ([Print Replica] Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5

http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGdycmwrQml2MjJLamM2RnFVOTUyU3l4ejcxYWdiSW9wS01KRDkwdEFZaEhnRThLWnRQSEdpdnZEamRNcGhsR3hRZFdjUmJXK3Z5alF5K3dCN2puajZ6Wkh1SHEzaDl1dmlTYkJTcVNEb3ZNPQ==:f4.pdf


Language : English
File size : 1702 KB
Print length : 30 pages
Lending : Enabled

Analyzing the Characters

The characters in Volpone are rich in complexity and add depth to the play's
overarching themes. From the wily and manipulative Volpone to the scheming
parasite Mosca, each character brings a unique perspective and motivation to the
story. Dive into the minds of these characters, dissecting their thoughts, actions,
and relationships with one another. Develop a deeper understanding of their
underlying motivations and how they influence the unfolding events of the play.

As you venture through this study guide, expect to encounter detailed character
analyses, exploring the various relationships and interactions within Volpone's
world. Discover the tragicomic elements of Jonson's work as you explore the
comedic characteristics of each character and how they contribute to the play's
overall tone.

Exploring Jonson's Literary Techniques

Ben Jonson was a master of language and his literary techniques are on full
display in Volpone. From his use of vivid imagery to his skillful manipulation of
language, every word in this play has a purpose. In this study guide, we will delve
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into Jonson's use of symbolism, metaphor, and wordplay, uncovering the layers of
meaning beneath the surface.

Furthermore, we will examine the use of satire in Volpone, a key element that
gives the play its exceptional social commentary. Jonson shines a light on the
vices of humanity, exposing the flaws of society in a humorous yet thought-
provoking manner. By closely analyzing his writing style and techniques, you'll
gain a deeper appreciation for Jonson's genius and the enduring relevance of his
work.

Course Hero Study Guides: Your Ultimate Companion

At Course Hero, we understand the importance of having reliable and
comprehensive study materials. That's why we have created this study guide,
jam-packed with all the information, analysis, and insights you need to get the
most out of Ben Jonson's Volpone. Whether you are an English literature student,
a theater enthusiast, or simply someone who appreciates great literature, this
guide is perfect for you.

Unlock the secrets of Volpone, unravel the complexities of its plot, and gain a
deeper understanding of the timeless themes that Jonson explores. With this
study guide, you'll be equipped to tackle any discussion, essay, or exam question
that comes your way.

So don't wait any longer. Dive into this comprehensive study guide today and
unlock the treasures hidden within Ben Jonson's Volpone!
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Course Hero Study Guides:Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost.

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.

Course Hero Study Guide for Volpone includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters

A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Ben Jonson
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