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Welcome to the world where access to knowledge, media, and learning is no
longer limited to a privileged few. Thanks to the advancement of technology,
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universal access in human-computer interaction has transformed our lives and
revolutionized the way we interact with media and learn new skills.

Breaking Down Barriers

In the past, limited physical mobility or disabilities often meant restricted access
to educational resources, entertainment, and social connections. However, with
the rise of inclusive technologies, these barriers are gradually being shattered.
The concept of universal access promotes equal opportunities for individuals of
all abilities, making sure that nobody is left behind.
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Accessible Media

The first step towards universal access is making media content available to
everyone. This includes providing alternative formats for individuals with visual or
hearing impairments, such as closed captions, audio descriptions, and
transcripts. By implementing these accessibility features, the entertainment
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industry can ensure that their content can be enjoyed by a wider audience,
regardless of their abilities.

Moreover, assistive technologies like screen readers and magnifiers enable
visually impaired individuals to navigate websites, read digital documents, and
participate in online learning platforms. With these tools at their disposal, they can
explore the vast world of online media and expand their horizons without
limitations.

Learning Opportunities for All

Universal access in human-computer interaction extends beyond media
consumption; it also encompasses learning and education. Online learning
platforms and educational websites have made information more accessible than
ever before. Students from all around the world can enroll in courses, access
educational resources, and collaborate with others, breaking geographical
boundaries and opening doors to diverse learning opportunities.

This inclusive approach is especially beneficial for individuals with disabilities or
those who live in remote areas with limited educational resources. Through
remote learning, students can pursue their passions and acquire valuable skills,
irrespective of their physical location or disabilities. Universal access ensures that
education is no longer a privilege but a right available to all.

Promoting User-Centric Design

Universal access in human-computer interaction also drives the development of
user-centric design. By considering the needs and abilities of a diverse range of
users during the design process, developers can create interfaces and
applications that are easy to navigate and use for everyone.



Additionally, the concept of universal access encourages the use of inclusive
design principles. Designers consider accessibility from the outset, ensuring that
their creations are usable by individuals with various disabilities or impairments.
This inclusive design approach not only benefits those with specific needs but
also enhances the overall user experience for all users.

The Importance of Universal Access

Universal access in human-computer interaction provides opportunities for
individuals with disabilities to fully participate in society, opening doors to
employment, education, and social connections. It fosters a more inclusive and
diverse world, where everyone's voice is heard and valued.

Moreover, it is important to acknowledge that universal access benefits society as
a whole. When everyone has equal access to education and information, the
potential for innovation and progress increases. By breaking down barriers and
giving individuals the tools they need to succeed, society as a whole benefits
from the knowledge, talents, and contributions of every member.

In

Universal access in human computer interaction is transforming the way we
interact with media and learn new skills. It breaks down barriers, provides access
to knowledge and entertainment, and promotes inclusivity. By embracing
universal access, we create a world where everyone has the opportunity to thrive
and contribute, regardless of their abilities. Let's continue to push the boundaries
of technology and design to ensure that accessibility and inclusivity are at the
forefront of our digital experiences.
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This two-volume set constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 15th International
Conference on Universal Access in Human-Computer Interaction, UAHCI 2021,
held as part of the 23rd International Conference, HCI International 2021, held as
a virtual event, in July 2021.

The total of 1276 papers and 241 posters included in the 39 HCII 2021
proceedings volumes was carefully reviewed and selected from 5222
submissions.

UAHCI 2021 includes a total of 84 papers; they focus on topics related to
universal access methods, techniques and practices, studies on accessibility,
design for all, usability, UX and technology acceptance, emotion and behavior
recognition for universal access, accessible media, access to learning and
education, as well universal access to virtual and intelligent assistive
environments.
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