
Unlocking the Legacy of Abraham Lincoln:
Exploring the Lincoln And Emancipation
Concise Lincoln Library
Abraham Lincoln is rightly regarded as one of the greatest presidents in American
history. His leadership during the turbulent times of the Civil War and his pivotal
role in the abolition of slavery has cemented his place in the hearts and minds of
millions. For anyone seeking to delve deeper into the life and actions of this
revered figure, the Lincoln And Emancipation Concise Lincoln Library is an
invaluable resource.

The Lincoln And Emancipation Concise Lincoln Library offers a comprehensive
collection of books, articles, and documents that shed light on Lincoln's
presidency and his journey towards emancipation. Whether you are a history
enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about the legacy of Lincoln, this library
serves as a gateway to understanding his remarkable achievements.

One of the key features of the Lincoln And Emancipation Concise Lincoln Library
is its extensive collection of primary source materials. These primary sources
allow readers to immerse themselves in the world of Lincoln, offering firsthand
accounts, letters, and speeches that showcase the complexity of his decision-
making process.
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One particularly fascinating primary source within the library is Lincoln's
Emancipation Proclamation. This historic document, issued on January 1, 1863,
declared that all slaves in Confederate territory were to be set free. Exploring the
Emancipation Proclamation allows readers to gain insight into Lincoln's
motivations and the challenges he faced in taking this crucial step towards ending
slavery.

In addition to primary sources, the library also contains a vast collection of
secondary sources that provide analysis and interpretations of Lincoln's
presidency. These works offer varying perspectives on his actions, helping to
paint a more complete picture of the man behind the myth.

The Lincoln And Emancipation Concise Lincoln Library also explores the impact
of Lincoln's presidency on the nation as a whole. Through in-depth studies,
readers can gain a better understanding of how Lincoln's policies and decisions
shaped the United States during a time of great turmoil and change.

One unique aspect of the library is its focus on Lincoln's relationships and
interactions with key figures of the era. By examining his connections with
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influential individuals such as Frederick Douglass, Mary Todd Lincoln, and his
own political advisors, readers can gain insights into the complexities and
personal motivations that drove Lincoln's actions.

The Lincoln And Emancipation Concise Lincoln Library is not just a collection of
books; it also provides online resources and digitized documents for easy access.
This makes it a valuable tool for researchers, students, and history lovers alike,
allowing them to explore the library's vast collection from the comfort of their own
homes.

Furthermore, the library offers curated exhibits and displays on various aspects of
Lincoln's life and presidency. These exhibits provide a visually engaging
experience that further enhances the understanding and appreciation of Lincoln's
significance in American history.

Whether you are a seasoned historian or just starting your journey into the world
of Abraham Lincoln, the Lincoln And Emancipation Concise Lincoln Library is a
valuable resource. Its comprehensive collection of primary and secondary
sources, insightful analyses, and interactive exhibits make it an indispensable tool
for unlocking the legacy of one of America's greatest leaders.
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In this succinct study, Edna Greene Medford examines the ideas and events that
shaped President Lincoln’s responses to slavery, following the arc of his
ideological development from the beginning of the Civil War, when he aimed to
pursue a course of noninterference, to his championing of slavery’s destruction
before the conflict ended. Throughout, Medford juxtaposes the president’s
motivations for advocating freedom with the aspirations of African Americans
themselves, restoring African Americans to the center of the story about the
struggle for their own liberation.

Lincoln and African Americans, Medford argues, approached emancipation
differently, with the president moving slowly and cautiously in order to save the
Union while the enslaved and their supporters pressed more urgently for an end
to slavery. Despite the differences, an undeclared partnership existed between
the president and slaves that led to both preservation of the Union and freedom
for those in bondage. Medford chronicles Lincoln’s transition from advocating
gradual abolition to campaigning for immediate emancipation for the majority of
the enslaved, a change effected by the military and by the efforts of African
Americans. The author argues that many players—including the abolitionists and
Radical Republicans, War Democrats, and black men and women—participated
in the drama through agitation, military support of the Union, and destruction of
the institution from within. Medford also addresses differences in the
interpretation of freedom: Lincoln and most Americans defined it as the
destruction of slavery, but African Americans understood the term to involve
equality and full inclusion into American society. An epilogue considers Lincoln’s
death, African American efforts to honor him, and the president’s legacy at home
and abroad.

Both enslaved and free black people, Medford demonstrates, were fervent
participants in the emancipation effort, showing an eagerness to get on with the



business of freedom long before the president or the North did. By including
African American voices in the emancipation narrative, this insightful volume
offers a fresh and welcome perspective on Lincoln’s America.
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