
Unlocking Success: Twenty Key Instructional
Tools And Techniques For Educating English
Learners
The need for effective instructional tools and techniques to address the diverse
needs of English learners is more crucial than ever. With the growing number of
English learners in classrooms worldwide, educators must stay updated on the
best practices that will facilitate their language acquisition and academic success.
This article unveils twenty key instructional tools and techniques that have proven
to be highly effective in educating English learners.

1. Visual Aids:

Visual aids such as charts, graphs, and images make abstract concepts more
accessible and comprehensible for English learners. They help create a visual
connection that enhances understanding and retention of information.

2. Language Scaffolding:

Scaffolding involves breaking down complex tasks into simpler steps, providing
support for English learners to gradually develop their language skills. This
technique promotes independent learning and boosts their confidence.
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3. Language Immersion:

English learners benefit from full immersion experiences where they are
surrounded by English as the primary language of instruction. Immersion
programs expose learners to authentic language usage and encourage active
communication.

4. Differentiated Instruction:

Recognizing the diverse needs of English learners, differentiated instruction
tailors teaching methods to individualized learning styles, strengths, and
weaknesses. It ensures that every student receives instruction at their own pace
and level of comprehension.

5. Cooperative Learning:

Collaborative activities allow English learners to practice their language skills
while engaging with their peers. Cooperative learning encourages interaction,
builds relationships, and promotes a supportive learning environment.

6. Grammar in Context:

Teaching grammar in context helps English learners understand how grammar
functions in real-life situations. Instead of mere rule memorization, learners can
see the practical application of grammar rules in authentic texts.
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7. Use of Technology:

Technology offers a wide range of educational tools and resources that can aid
English learners in their language development. Interactive software, language-
learning apps, and online resources provide engaging and interactive learning
opportunities.

8. Total Physical Response (TPR):

TPR incorporates movement and physical gestures to reinforce language
learning. This technique activates kinesthetic memory, allowing English learners
to associate words with actions and comprehend meaning more effectively.

9. Literature Circles:

Literature circles promote reading and discussion among English learners. By
providing opportunities for meaningful dialogue and connecting literature to
personal experiences, learners gain deeper comprehension and critical thinking
skills.

10. Graphic Organizers:

Graphic organizers visually represent ideas and concepts, helping English
learners organize their thoughts and make connections between information.
These visual tools enhance understanding and promote active learning.

11. Reciprocal Teaching:

In reciprocal teaching, students take turns becoming the teacher by summarizing
and questioning texts. This technique fosters comprehension, critical thinking,
and boosts English learners' confidence as they actively participate in the
learning process.

12. Language Experience Approach (LEA):



LEA uses learners' personal experiences as a foundation for language and
literacy development. Through meaningful activities and discussions, English
learners connect their prior knowledge to new language acquisition.

13. Sentence Strips:

Creating sentence strips allows English learners to manipulate written language.
Taking words and phrases off the strips and rearranging them helps learners
develop sentence structure, grammar, and vocabulary skills.

14. Role-Playing:

Role-playing activities encourage English learners to practice language skills in
real-life scenarios. This technique boosts confidence, promotes improvisation,
and enhances communicative competence.

15. Peer Tutoring:

Pairing English learners with more proficient peers enables them to receive
individualized support and practice their language skills. Peer tutoring fosters
collaboration, builds self-esteem, and enhances comprehension.

16. Multicultural Literature:

Introducing multicultural literature exposes English learners to diverse
perspectives, cultures, and experiences. It promotes empathy, understanding,
and broadens their linguistic and cultural knowledge.

17. Think-Pair-Share:

Think-Pair-Share encourages English learners to think independently, exchange
ideas with a partner, and then share their thoughts with the whole class. This
technique promotes active listening and speaking skills.



18. Real-World Connections:

Making connections between language instruction and real-world applications
helps English learners comprehend the relevance and practicality of what they
are learning. Applying language skills to their everyday lives enhances motivation
and engagement.

19. Vocabulary Games:

Games and activities that focus on vocabulary development make language
learning enjoyable. Word puzzles, online games, and vocabulary competitions
engage English learners and reinforce vocabulary retention.

20. Frequent Opportunities for Speaking:

Providing English learners with frequent opportunities to practice speaking
promotes fluency and confidence. Activities like debates, presentations, and
discussions build oral communication skills and encourage language production.

By incorporating these twenty key instructional tools and techniques, educators
can enhance their teaching strategies and provide English learners with a
supportive and effective learning experience. Remember, every student has the
potential to unlock success when provided with the right tools and guidance.
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Building upon the theoretical and practical foundation outlined in their previous
book, Educating English Learners, the authors show classroom teachers how to
develop a repertoire of instructional techniques that address K–12 English
learners (ELs) at different English proficiency and grade levels, and across
subject areas.
 
Show, Tell, Build is organized around two decision maps for planning and
implementing differentiated instruction for ELs: the Academic Subjects Protocol
(for teachers of academic subjects) and the Language Arts Protocol (for teachers
of language arts). The instructional tools and techniques described in each
chapter help teachers provide communication support for ELs through showing
and telling, and develop their language proficiency through building their skills.
The book also discusses the demands that academic language poses for ELs
and ways to assess students’ proficiency in English.
 
Show, Tell, Build provides classroom teachers, English language development
specialists, literacy coaches, and school leaders with valuable knowledge and
skills to support ELs’ academic success.
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