Unlock the Magic of French Literature:
Discover the Best Short Stories by French
Authors

France has always been known for its rich literary heritage, producing some of
the most revered authors and timeless classics in the world. But if you are
pressed for time and still want a taste of the enchanting French literature, look no
further than the best short stories by French authors. In this article, we have
curated a collection of 28 captivating short stories that will transport you to the
heart of French culture and imagination. From romance to mystery, here are

some of the finest literary gems that deserve a special place on your bookshelf.

1. "The Necklace" by Guy de Maupassant
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Written by the master of the short story genre, Guy de Maupassant, "The
Necklace" is a gripping tale that explores the theme of appearances and social
status. This poignant story takes you on a journey of self-discovery and the
consequences of greed. Don't miss out on this timeless classic that continues to

resonate with readers worldwide.
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2. "The Horla" by Guy de Maupassant
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If you are a fan of psychological thrillers, "The Horla" by Guy de Maupassant is a
must-read. This haunting tale blurs the lines between reality and imagination as it
delves into the mind of a man plagued by the presence of an invisible entity.
Prepare to be captivated by the eerie atmosphere and the exploration of

madness in this exceptional short story.

3. "The Murder" by Georges Simenon
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Georges Simenon, known for his detective novels featuring the famous detective
Maigret, showcases his storytelling prowess in "The Murder." This suspenseful
short story introduces you to an intriguing murder investigation, unraveling the
complex layers of human psychology and unveiling the darkest secrets. Get

ready for a thrilling ride filled with unexpected twists and a brilliantly executed .

4. "The Nun's Kiss" by Frédéric Dard
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Frédéric Dard, the master of French noir fiction, presents "The Nun's Kiss," a noir

short story that will leave you wanting more. In this dark and atmospheric tale, a
private detective finds himself entangled in a web of passion, betrayal, and
murder as he investigates an elusive nun. Prepare for a gripping and engrossing

read that showcases Dard's brilliant storytelling skills.

5. "The Umbrella" by Pierre Véry
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Pierre Véry's "The Umbrella" takes you on a whimsical journey into the magical
world hidden beneath the humble umbrella. This delightful and imaginative short
story infuses ordinary objects with a touch of magic, reminding readers of the
beauty that lies within the small and mundane. Lose yourself in the enchanting
prose that will leave you with a renewed sense of wonder and appreciation for the

everyday.
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6. "The Earrings" by Colette

Colette, one of France's most celebrated female authors, weaves a tale of love,
desire, and betrayal in "The Earrings." This powerful and sensuous short story
explores the complex dynamics between two women and their intertwined fate.
Colette's evocative writing style and her deep understanding of human emotions

create a lasting impact that will leave you breathless.
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7. "Clarissa's Death" by Marcel Proust

Marcel Proust, known for his masterpiece "In Search of Lost Time," showcases
his talent for capturing complex emotions in "Clarissa's Death." This profound and
introspective short story delves into the themes of mortality, memory, and the
search for meaning. Proust's exquisite prose and philosophical musings make

this story a poignant reflection on life's transience.

8. "The Guest" by Albert Camus
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In "The Guest," Albert Camus, the Nobel laureate and existentialist philosopher,
presents a thought-provoking exploration of individual choices and moral
responsibility. Set against the backdrop of the Algerian desert, this introspective
short story challenges readers to examine the nature of freedom and the
consequences that come with it. Camus's philosophical inquiries and his ability to
create a compelling narrative make "The Guest" a must-read for any literature

enthusiast.
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9. "The Lottery Ticket" by Anton Chekhov

THE
LOTTERY
TICKET

ANTON CHEKHOV

Russian playwright and short story writer, Anton Chekhov, takes a humorous and
insightful look at human nature and the corrupting influence of money in "The
Lottery Ticket." This satirical short story follows the lives of a couple who
suddenly find themselves holding a winning lottery ticket. Chekhov's skillful
characterization and keen observations make this story both entertaining and

thought-provoking.

10. "The Artist's Secret" by Honoré de Balzac
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ANALOGIA, THE ARTIST’S SECRET PART Il

Geometry, emancipation and artistic Iberty in the Dutch 17 century
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An Essay
Drs. Theo M. Elsing, 2019

Honoré de Balzac, one of the most influential French authors of the 19th century,
presents "The Artist's Secret," a story that delves into the sacrifices and struggles
of artistic creation. Balzac's descriptive prowess and his ability to capture the
essence of the human condition shine through in this poignant and melancholic

short story. Discover the hidden truths of the artistic world through the eyes of

Balzac's unforgettable characters.
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This collection of the best short stories by French authors is just the beginning of
your literary journey through the enchanting world of French literature. Each story
offers a unique perspective, showcasing the brilliance and diversity of French
storytelling. So, dive in, immerse yourself in these captivating tales, and unlock

the magic that lies within the works of these extraordinary French authors.
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The French authors are great pioneers in the short story format, with famous
names of this genre such as Guy de Maupassant and Honore de Balzac. For the
present book, the critic August Nemo has carefully selected seven short stories

that exemplify the French tradition of the short story:

- A Passion in the Desert by Honore de Balzac
- The Mummy's Foot by Theophile Gautier

- The Torture of Hope by Villiers de L'isle Adam
- The Necklace by Guy De Maupassant

- The Dance of Death by Gustave Flaubert

- Our Lady's Juggler by Anatole France

- Doctor Ox's Experiment by Jules Verne
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For more books with interesting themes, be sure to check the other books in this

collection!
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Thomas Jefferson, one of the founding fathers of the United States, was
not only a prominent figure in American history but also an influential
intellect. His extensive...

Night Before Rediscovering the Magic: A 21st Century

HNH( M Retelling of Clement Moore's Classic Poem

There is a timeless charm that resonates within the words of Clement
Moore's beloved poem, "A Visit from St. Nicholas." Generations have
grown up reciting the lines,...

Geometric Blackwork Sampler Blackwork
Pattern: Dive into the World of Symmetry and
Elegance!

Are you a fan of intricate and elegant embroidery patterns? Do you enjoy
getting lost in the mesmerizing world of blackwork? Then get ready to

) discover the...
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The Complete Collection Of Oz lllustrated: The
Wizard Of Oz Series

Once upon a time in a faraway land, there existed a fantastical series
known as The Complete Collection Of Oz lllustrated: The Wizard Of Oz.
In this...

OZ: THE COLLECTION
L. FRANK BAUM
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Unlock the Magic of French Literature: Discover
the Best Short Stories by French Authors

France has always been known for its rich literary heritage, producing
some of the most revered authors and timeless classics in the world. But
if you are pressed for time and...
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Rinko No 765 1st January 2021 Issue: Unveiling
the Latest Edition of a Timeless Manga Classic

The buzz around the manga world is reaching its peak as fans eagerly
await the release of the latest issue of Rinko No 765. As we bid farewell
to a tumultuous year and...
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All Tomorrow Parties Memoir - A Journey
through Time and Music

i@ Tomorrow's
ariies Have you ever wondered what it would be like to experience a music

A MEMOIR

festival that spans over multiple days, featuring an incredible lineup of

Rob _
Spillman & artists from...
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Chicago Basketball Business And The New
Inequality Historical Studies Of Urban

Basketball has always played a significant role in Chicago's sports
ke culture. From the high school basketball scene to the professional teams
that have called the city home,...
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