
Uncovering the History, Development, and
Management of Research in Sport, Culture,
and Society
The Birth of Sports Research

Sports have always played a significant role in human society. From ancient
times to the present day, they have been a source of entertainment, competition,
societal bonding, and personal development. With such a rich and diverse
context, it is no wonder that the study of sports and its cultural impact has
become a prominent field of research.

Routledge Research in Sport, Culture, and Society has been at the forefront of
this academic exploration, offering a platform for scholars around the globe to
share their insights and findings. Through the diligent efforts of its contributors,
this research has deepened our understanding of how sports shape, reflect, and
influence societies and cultures.

The Development of Sports Research

Over the years, the research conducted under the umbrella of sports, culture, and
society has evolved to encompass numerous disciplines and methodologies.
Initially, research in this field was predominantly focused on the technical aspects
of sport itself, such as physiology and performance. While these areas remain
essential, scholars soon realized that sports extend far beyond just the physical
realm.
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The development of sports research expanded to include sociological,
psychological, historical, and cultural aspects of sports. Topics like gender, race,
nationalism, fandom, and identity began to receive more attention. Researchers
sought to understand how sports impact societal norms and values, how fandom
and participation shape personal identities, and how historical contexts influence
sports trends and practices.

Routledge Research in Sport, Culture, and Society has been instrumental in
spearheading this development, providing a platform for researchers to explore
and contribute knowledge to this multifaceted field.

The Management of Sports Research

Research management is a crucial aspect of ensuring that scholarly work in
sports, culture, and society creates a lasting impact. As the number of
researchers and publications grew, it became essential to organize and
streamline the research process.

Routledge Research in Sport, Culture, and Society has been active in managing
this wave of academic contributions. Through rigorous peer-review processes
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and editorial guidance, the publication ensures that only high-quality research
makes it to the readership. This level of management maintains the scholarly
integrity and reputation of the research in this area.

Additionally, the publication actively engages in promoting the work of
researchers, facilitating collaborations, and fostering an academic community. By
creating a platform for networking and knowledge exchange, it strengthens the
field and allows for further advancement of sports research.

Routledge's Influence on the Field

Routledge Research in Sport, Culture, and Society has undoubtedly played a
significant role in shaping the landscape of sports research. Its commitment to
publishing cutting-edge and incisive research has attracted renowned scholars,
making it a prominent platform for researchers to share their work.

Through its influence, Routledge has contributed to the dissemination of research
findings to a broader audience, bridging the gap between academia and the
general public. This approach ensures that the impact of sports research extends
beyond the boundaries of academic institutions, fostering a greater understanding
and appreciation of the role of sports in society.

The history, development, and management of research in sport, culture, and
society are essential aspects of understanding the role sports play in shaping our
world. Through the diligent efforts of publications like Routledge Research in
Sport, Culture, and Society, we have seen this field expand and flourish.

By exploring a wide range of topics and employing diverse methodologies,
researchers are continuously unearthing deep insights into the social, cultural,
and psychological dimensions of sports. It is through this collective effort that we



advance our understanding of the intricate relationship between sports, culture,
and society.
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Korea has become a powerful force in global sport, with South Korea finishing
fifth in the medals table at London 2012 and hosting the Winter Olympics in 2018.
This book brings together scholars from disciplines including sport history,
sociology, journalism, economics, sport development, and sport management to
explore the significance of sport in contemporary Korea. Presenting a variety of
international perspectives, it plots the dynamic evolution of sport in Korea and
envisions the possibilities for its future.

Each chapter focuses on a key topic of current relevance, such as sport in the
context of shifting relations between North and South Korea, or the role of sport in
the expression of Korean nationalism. Arguing that individuals, institutions,
businesses, and governments have actively leveraged or exploited sport to
influence developments in various social, economic, cultural, and political arenas,
this book sheds new light on the importance of sport as a catalyst for change in
Korea.
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This is indispensable reading for any student or scholar with an interest in sport,
history, and culture in Korea.
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