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Are you curious about the captivating tales of your canal ancestors? Delve into
the rich history of these brave individuals who played an integral role in shaping
our world. From canal construction to boatmen and lock keepers, tracing your

canal ancestors can provide a thrilling journey back in time. In this
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comprehensive guide, we will explore the methods, resources, and stories that

will help you uncover the hidden secrets of your family's canal-related past.

1. Importance of Canal Ancestors

Canals were the lifeline of transportation during the industrial revolution. They
facilitated the movement of goods, connected distant towns and cities, and
provided an essential trade network. Canal ancestors were the backbone of this
revolutionary mode of transportation and played pivotal roles in its operations. By
tracing your canal ancestors, you not only honor their legacy but also gain insight

into their lives and the communities they contributed to.
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2. Gathering Information

Start your journey by collecting information about your ancestors. Begin with any
existing records you may have, such as birth certificates, marriage records, or

obituaries. Talk to older family members to gather stories, anecdotes, and any
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documents they may possess. Additionally, explore resources like local libraries,

archives, historical societies, and canal-related museums.

3. Online Research

The internet offers a treasure trove of information waiting to be discovered. Utilize
online genealogy websites, such as Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org, to find
relevant records, including census data, passenger lists, and canal-related
documents. Supplement your online research by joining genealogy forums and

contacting experts in the field who may provide valuable insights and resources.

4. Canal Records and Documents

Many canal-related records and documents have been preserved over the years.
These include employment records, boat crew lists, trade registry entries, and
canal company archives. Local archives and canal museums are excellent
sources for accessing such documents. Don't forget to explore canal maps,
plans, and photographs, as they can help create a vivid picture of your ancestors'

surroundings.

5. Tracing Occupations and Trades

Canals offered diverse employment opportunities beyond boatmen and lock
keepers. Explore the various roles and trades associated with canals, such as
navvies (the laborers who constructed the canals), boat builders, engineers, and
warehouse workers. Identifying the occupation of your ancestors can open up

new avenues of research and provide a broader understanding of their lives.

6. Exploring Canal Networks

Canal networks were vast and interconnected, providing extensive travel routes
across regions. Investigate the canal networks that were prevalent in your

ancestors' area. Discover the canals they would have utilized and the towns and



cities they connected. Understanding the geographical context can help uncover

more about their journeys and the communities they encountered along the way.

7. Canal Communities and Social Life

Canals fostered vibrant communities where people from different walks of life
congregated. Apart from work, canal life involved social activities, such as canal
festivals, boat races, and gatherings at canal-side taverns. Investigate the social
fabric of the canal communities your ancestors were part of to gain glimpses into

their daily lives beyond their occupations.

8. Canal Folklore and Stories

Canals have given birth to numerous folklore and fascinating stories. Tales of
ghostly boatmen, secret underground tunnels, and hidden treasures are just
some of the intriguing anecdotes associated with canals. Local folklore, historical
accounts, and books on canal mythology can add color to your ancestors'

narratives by immersing you in the lore of their time.

9. Connecting with Canal Descendants

In addition to individual research, joining canal heritage groups, attending canal-
related events, and connecting with fellow canal enthusiasts can enhance your
exploration. Collaborating with others who share your passion for canal history
can lead to new discoveries, shared resources, and the opportunity to learn from

each other's research techniques.

10. Preserving Your Discoveries

As you uncover the stories of your canal ancestors, make sure to preserve your
findings for future generations. Create a comprehensive family tree, compile
photographs and documents, and consider digitizing your research to ensure its

longevity. Sharing your discoveries with family members and contributing to



online genealogy communities enables the preservation and expansion of

knowledge about canal ancestry.

Tracing your canal ancestors is an exhilarating journey that not only connects you
with your heritage but also unveils the hidden chapters of the industrial revolution.
From gathering information and researching online to exploring canal networks
and connecting with fellow enthusiasts, each step brings you closer to your
ancestors' lives. So, embark on this captivating adventure and reveal the
enthralling tales of your canal ancestors that have been patiently waiting to be

discovered.
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Britains industrial revolution depended on canals for the cheap movement of
materials and goods until the coming of the railways. Canal companies struggled
to compete and went into a long decline, but much of the canal network is still

with us today, and interest in the history and heritage of canals - and those who
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worked on them - is strong. That is why Sue Wilkess well researched and highly
readable handbook on the subject is so valuable.She concentrates on the people
who lived and worked on the waterways the canal boatmen, their families and
their way of life - and those who depended on the canal trade for a living the lock-
keepers, toll collectors, and canal company clerks. She provides a thorough,
practical guide to the sources the archives, books, websites, societies available
for researchers if they are studying our inland waterways, or trying to find out
about an ancestor who worked on the canals or was connected with them.Her

book is essential reading for anyone interested in this aspect of the industrial

past.
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