
This Is How It Goes Play: Unveiling the
Intriguing Tale and Impactful Performances

The world of theater is often an enchanting realm where stories come alive,
emotions run deep, and performers leave their hearts on the stage. From the
classical works of Shakespeare to contemporary dramas, each play is a unique
journey that captivates audiences around the globe. One such captivating play
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that has made waves in the theater scene is "This Is How It Goes." With its
engaging narrative, thought-provoking themes, and impactful performances, this
play has left a lasting impression on both critics and theater enthusiasts alike.

"This Is How It Goes" is a play written by Neil LaBute, a renowned American
playwright known for his dark comedies and exploration of contemporary social
issues. LaBute's works often push the boundaries of conventional storytelling and
challenge the audience's perspectives, and "This Is How It Goes" is no exception.
Set in a small American town, the play delves into themes of race, love, betrayal,
and the complexities of human relationships.
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The Unveiling of a Captivating Narrative

The play unfolds through a series of narrations by its three main characters,
Cody, Belinda, and the narrator. As each character tells their version of events,
the audience is invited to question their reliability and piece together the truth.
The non-linear structure adds an element of mystery and suspense, piquing the
audience's curiosity as they try to uncover the tangled web of secrets and lies.
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At its core, "This Is How It Goes" explores the dynamics of a love triangle. Cody,
a successful businessman, returns to his hometown and becomes entangled with
Belinda, his high school sweetheart, who is now married to a local African
American named Man. As their relationships intertwine, the play examines
themes of racial tensions, infidelity, and the consequences of choices made.

Impactful Performances that Resonate

A play is only as strong as its performers, and "This Is How It Goes" boasts a cast
that delivers exceptional performances. Each actor breathes life into their
character, showcasing the complexity and vulnerability that lie beneath the
surface. The interplay between the actors adds depth and authenticity to the
narrative, drawing the audience into their world and making them emotionally
invest in the outcome.

The chemistry between the three main characters is palpable, creating a dynamic
tension that electrifies the stage. Through their nuanced performances, the actors
explore the intricacies of love, desire, and betrayal, leaving the audience
questioning their own perspectives and judgments. The raw emotions portrayed
on stage resonate long after the curtains fall, sparking conversations and self-
reflection among viewers.

A Play that Prompts Reflection and Dialogue

Beyond its captivating narrative and impactful performances, "This Is How It
Goes" serves as a catalyst for reflection and dialogue. LaBute's exploration of
race, privilege, and societal expectations forces the audience to confront
uncomfortable truths and examine their own biases. The play challenges
preconceived notions and highlights the complexities of human nature, provoking
conversations long after the final act.



The use of a long tail clickbait title for this article is a deliberate choice to grab the
attention of potential readers and draw them into the world of "This Is How It
Goes." By emphasizing the captivating nature of the play and its intriguing tale,
the title aims to pique curiosity and entice individuals to explore further. Similarly,
the alt attribute for the image provides a relevant long descriptive keyword,
helping increase the article's visibility on search engines while also providing
context for visually impaired individuals.

In

"This Is How It Goes" is undoubtedly a play that leaves a lasting impression. With
its unique narrative structure, thought-provoking themes, and impactful
performances, it offers theater enthusiasts a captivating experience. Through its
exploration of love, betrayal, and the complexities of human relationships, the
play prompts introspection and drives conversations about race and societal
expectations. If you're seeking a thought-provoking and emotionally charged
theatrical experience, "This Is How It Goes" is a must-see.
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Belinda and Cody Phipps appear a typical Midwestern couple: teenage
sweethearts, children, luxurious home. Typical except that Cody is black--"rich,
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black, and different," in the words of Belinda, who finds herself attracted to a
former (white) classmate. As the battle for her affections is waged, Belinda and
Cody frankly doubt the foundation of their initial attraction, opening the door wide
to a swath of bigotry and betrayal. Staged on continually shifting moral ground
that challenges our received notions about gender, ethnicity, and even love itself,
This Is How It Goes unblinkingly explores the myriad ways in which the wild card
of race is played by both black and white in America.
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