
Then She Said It By Tess Onwueme - A
Riveting Tale of Resilience and Empowerment

In the realm of powerful African literature, "Then She Said It" by renowned
playwright Tess Onwueme stands tall. This riveting play encapsulates the
essence of resilience and empowerment, with a compelling narrative that spans
across cultures and generations. Set against the backdrop of patriarchal
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oppression and societal constraints, the brave protagonist's journey serves as an
inspiring testament to the strength of the human spirit.
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A Tale of Courage and Liberation

"Then She Said It" portrays the life of a young Nigerian woman, Ebele, who
defies societal norms to pursue her dreams. Through Ebele's character,
Onwueme amplifies the struggles faced by African women, shedding light on
issues ranging from gender inequality to cultural expectations. The play delves
deep into the layers of oppression faced by women and inspires readers to
challenge the status quo.

An Exploration of Identity and Heritage

Onwueme masterfully weaves together themes of identity and heritage
throughout the narrative. Ebele's journey takes her through various cultural
experiences, highlighting the importance of embracing one's roots while
navigating a rapidly changing world. The play celebrates the richness of Nigerian
traditions while also critiquing the oppressive systems that often undermine the
value of cultural heritage.

A Multifaceted Examination of Love and Relationships

Love and relationships play a significant role in Ebele's story. Onwueme skillfully
portrays the complexities of romantic relationships, the power dynamics within
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them, and the impact they have on personal growth. Through vivid and
emotionally charged scenes, readers are taken on a rollercoaster of emotions as
Ebele seeks to find love and build meaningful connections amid the challenges
she faces.

A Call to Action for Gender Equality

As the story unfolds, the underlying call to action for gender equality becomes
increasingly apparent. Onwueme's writing serves as a powerful catalyst for
change, urging readers to challenge societal norms and fight for equal rights and
opportunities for women. Through Ebele's triumphs and setbacks, the play
amplifies the importance of solidarity and collective action in breaking down the
barriers that hinder female empowerment.

An Impactful Literary Work

"Then She Said It" has received widespread acclaim for its evocative storytelling
and thought-provoking content. Onwueme's vivid descriptions bring the
characters and their struggles to life, making it an immersive and emotionally
charged experience for the readers. The play's universal themes of resilience,
empowerment, and the quest for self-discovery resonate across cultures and
make it a must-read for anyone seeking inspiration and introspection.

The Power of "Then She Said It"

"Then She Said It" by Tess Onwueme is more than just a play; it is a call to
action, a testament to the indomitable spirit of women, and a resonating ode to
the power of storytelling. Through Ebele's journey, readers are invited to reflect
on their own lives and the barriers they face. Onwueme's work transcends
boundaries, allowing readers from all walks of life to connect with the universal
struggles and triumphs depicted in the narrative.



"Then She Said It" is a literary masterpiece that deserves a place on every
bookshelf. With its engaging narrative, deep exploration of societal issues, and
powerful themes of resilience and empowerment, Tess Onwueme has crafted a
story that will leave a lasting impact on readers. This play ignites a flame within
the hearts of those who yearn for societal change and serves as an eloquent
reminder that the voices of the marginalized can reshape the world.
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No longer able to contain the seething pain of indignity and silence, her voice
finally erupted and broke through the guarded prison walls––where she had been
subjected to exist (or die many times!) in her lifetime. Then she said it! At last––
amplifying the choking voices of daughters wounded in the ravaged land of
Hungeria, typified in the drama.  Echoes of tortured voices of women stab and
slash through the body of the universe as the people cry out loud. How long can a
people––whose land produces the richest oil and natural gas resources for the
controlling multinational interests––continue to suffer and exist in Silence? Abject
Poverty? Hunger and Starvation? Environmental Pollution? Chronic Fuel, Water
and Electricity Shortages? Violent Rape? Abuse of Women and Girls? Selective
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Genocide? State Terrorism? Displacement? Massive Corruption? Humiliation and
Betrayal––especially in the hands of those elected and entrusted to protect them?

Nagging questions and concerns fuel the impoverished into militancy, as they
become radicalized and grow in the revolutionary struggle to confront the
exploitative multinational forces of capital/injustice in the full glare of the
international community to provoke change.

Set in the troubled state of Hungeria, this humorous socio-political satire
dramatizes the global ‘poly-tricks’ of oil and globalization by the privileged few,
who cripple the masses of women and youth, and also ‘kill’ the environment.
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