
Theatre Rites: Animating Puppets, Objects,
and Sites - A Mesmerizing Journey into the
World of Puppetry
A puppet is a magical creation that transcends time and space, capturing the
hearts of both young and old. It breathes life into inanimate objects, transforming
them into characters that tell stories, evoke emotions, and ignite imagination.
Theatre Rites, a renowned puppetry company, has mastered the art of animating
puppets, objects, and sites, creating enchanting performances that leave
audiences spellbound.

With a rich history dating back to its inception in 1995, Theatre Rites has
established itself as a pioneer in the world of puppetry. Led by artistic director
Sue Buckmaster, the company has pushed the boundaries of traditional puppetry,
consistently delivering groundbreaking productions that blur the lines between
reality and fantasy.

Theatre Rites' approach to puppetry is both innovative and experimental, fusing
various artistic disciplines to create unique and captivating experiences. By
collaborating with writers, visual artists, musicians, and film makers, the company
seamlessly weaves together different art forms to breathe life into their puppets.
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The Power of Puppetry

Puppetry, as an art form, holds immense power. It connects people on a
subconscious level, bypassing language and cultural barriers. Unlike actors,
puppets have an otherworldly quality that allows them to transcend the limitations
of human form, creating a sense of magic and wonder.

Theatre Rites understands and harnesses this power, using it to explore complex
themes and ignite conversations. Their productions tackle issues such as identity,
migration, and the environment, providing a unique lens through which audiences
can engage with these pressing topics.

Animate the Inanimate

The true magic of Theatre Rites lies in their ability to animate the inanimate.
Through expert puppet manipulation, their performers breathe life into objects
that would otherwise be seen as lifeless. Everyday items such as clothes,
furniture, and even buildings are transformed into animated characters, each with
their own story to tell.

One of Theatre Rites' most acclaimed productions is "Mischief," where ordinary
objects become mischievous troublemakers. The play takes audiences on a
whimsical journey, filled with laughter and surprises. It showcases the company's
unique ability to transform the mundane into something extraordinary.

Puppets, in the hands of Theatre Rites, become vessels for storytelling. They give
voice to the voiceless, bringing attention to forgotten narratives and marginalized
voices. Through their performances, the company highlights the power of
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storytelling, reminding us of the importance of empathy and connection in a world
that often feels disconnected.

Animating Sites: Expanding the Stage

Theatre Rites goes beyond traditional theater spaces, exploring the concept of
animating sites. Their performances take place in unconventional locations, such
as parks, gardens, and even abandoned buildings. By embracing these non-
traditional spaces, the company challenges the notions of what a "theater" should
be, expanding the boundaries of performance art.

These site-specific performances create a unique atmosphere, allowing
audiences to experience the fusion of art and environment. Whether it's a puppet
hidden amongst trees or a larger-than-life installation in an industrial space,
Theatre Rites breathes life into these sites, absorbing their energy and
incorporating them into the fabric of their performances.

The Impact of Theatre Rites

Theatre Rites' innovative approach to puppetry has had a significant impact on
the world of theater. Their groundbreaking productions have inspired a new
generation of puppeteers and artists, pushing them to think outside the box and
experiment with unconventional materials and techniques.

The company's commitment to social and environmental issues has also made a
lasting impression. Their performances provoke thought and discussion,
encouraging audiences to reflect on the world around them and take action to
create positive change.

Theatre Rites' mesmerizing productions prove that puppetry is not just an art form
for children, but a powerful medium that can speak to people of all ages. By



animating puppets, objects, and sites, the company transports audiences into a
world of magic and wonder, where the boundaries between reality and
imagination blur.

Through their innovative and experimental approach, Theatre Rites has elevated
puppetry to a whole new level, inspiring artists and challenging traditional notions
of theater. Their performances spark conversations about important societal
issues, reminding us of the power of storytelling and the importance of connecting
with one another.

Step into the world of Theatre Rites, where fantastical puppets, animated objects,
and captivating sites await to take you on a mesmerizing journey you won't soon
forget.
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Theatre-Rites are regarded as pioneers in the field of object-led and site-specific
performance, creating ground-breaking work for family audiences since 1995.
This book marks the company’s 25th anniversary, offering the first in-depth
exploration of artistic director Sue Buckmaster’s visionary practice, in which
anything can be animated.
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This book draws on original research, including five years of in-depth interviews
between its authors, images from Theatre-Rites’ archive and Buckmaster’s
private collection, detailed observations from the company’s professional training
workshops and personal reflections on past productions. A timely and compelling
advocacy for the importance of high-quality experimental arts provision for young
audiences is made, distilling learning from decades of the company’s professional
activities to motivate and empower the next generation of object-led theatre-
makers.

Theatre-Rites: Animating Puppets, Objects and Sites is an invaluable resource for
any puppeteer, actor, dancer, visual artist, poet or student interested in expanding
their understanding of how to incorporate puppetry and/or symbolic objects as
metaphors in their work.
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