
The Young Visiters - A Charming Classic with
a Whimsical Twist

Who says literary classics have to be written by experienced and mature
authors? In the case of "The Young Visiters," a delightful novella that has
captivated readers for over a century, the author's youth was certainly no obstacle
to the creation of a charming and whimsical tale.
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A Curious to Daisy Ashford

Daisy Ashford, born in 1881, was merely nine years old when she penned this
remarkable piece of literature. Published in 1919 under the pseudonym "Daisy
Ashford West," "The Young Visiters" presents a hilarious and endearing story that
emanates from the imaginative mind of a young girl.

The Young Visiters by Daisy Ashford (Kindle Edition)
4.2 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 98 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 38 pages

The novella was written as a gift for her mother and somehow found its way into
the hands of author J.M. Barrie, famous for creating the beloved character Peter
Pan. Captivated by Ashford's precocious talent, Barrie arranged for its
publication. The book gained widespread attention and soon became a much-
loved classic.

A Quirky Peek into High Society

The Young Visiters tells the story of Alfred Salteena, a socially awkward but well-
meaning middle-aged man who resides in London. Alfred believes that by
becoming a "gentleman," he will win the heart of his love interest, the aristocratic
Lady Caroline.

As the story unfolds, the reader is introduced to a cast of eccentric characters,
including a duke, a courtier, and a self-proclaimed "fat gentleman." The
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interactions between these individuals are both bizarre and comical, providing a
satirical commentary on the upper class of Victorian England.

A Delightfully Absurd Narrative

What sets "The Young Visiters" apart from other literary works is not only its
peculiar plot but also Ashford's unconventional writing style. As a young girl with
limited experience and knowledge of grammar and punctuation, she creates her
unique spelling and grammar rules.

This idiosyncratic style adds to the charm of the novella, making it an endearing
and unforgettable read. The misspellings and grammatical errors become the
writer's signature, luring readers into a world where imagination trumps
conventions.



The innocence and naivety of Ashford's writing are prevalent throughout the story.
Her portrayal of the adult world, seen through the eyes of the young protagonist,
provides both amusement and an insightful critique of societal norms.

A Legacy that Withstood the Test of Time

Although "The Young Visiters" was written by a child, its appeal goes far beyond
the realms of children's literature. Ashford's imaginative storytelling and her
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unique voice have made this novella a timeless classic, appealing to readers of
all ages.

Over the years, the book has received numerous adaptations, including stage
plays and television adaptations. Its enduring popularity is a testament to the
enduring power of Daisy Ashford's creativity and the universal themes she
inadvertently touched upon in her writing.

Unlocking the Magical World of Daisy Ashford's Creation

If you are looking for a whimsical and heartwarming read that challenges
traditional literary norms, "The Young Visiters" by Daisy Ashford is the perfect
choice.

This extraordinary novella will transport you to a world where imagination reigns
supreme and where the innocent observations of a young girl provide laughter,
insight, and a refreshing perspective on societal conventions.

Embark on this delightful literary journey and discover why "The Young
Visiters" continues to captivate readers even after more than a century!
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“The Young Visiters”(1919) is a short “society novel” written by Miss Daisy
Ashford at the age of nine. Its child's view of high society (dukes and earls having
‘levies’ and residing in the ‘Crystall Palace’) and its heavily romantic plot make it
an engaging and enduring popular work.
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