
The Woods, Lakeboat, Edmond: Three
Unforgettable Plays Worth Exploring
When it comes to theatre, some plays are obscured by time, while others stand
the test and remain relevant throughout the ages. In the case of "The Woods,"
"Lakeboat," and "Edmond," we are fortunate to have three extraordinary works
that have captivated audiences and solidified their place in the theatrical canon.

Play 1: The Woods



Written by the renowned playwright David Mamet, "The Woods" takes us on a
journey into the depths of our fears and desires. The play revolves around a
group of teenagers attending a summer camp situated deep within the woods. As
the days pass, secrets unravel, relationships fray, and moral boundaries are
tested.
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With Mamet's trademark sharp dialogue and intense character dynamics, "The
Woods" is a thought-provoking exploration of the human psyche and the hidden
complexities that lie within us all. From its haunting setting to its brilliantly crafted
narrative, this play leaves a lasting impact on its audience.

Play 2: Lakeboat
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Set aboard a lake freighter, "Lakeboat" provides a unique glimpse into the lives of
the ship's crew. Written by the master of dialogue, David Mamet, this play delves
into the relationships and struggles that arise from living and working in close
quarters.

As the characters interact, their stories intertwine, revealing their dreams,
frustrations, and the harsh realities of their everyday lives. Mamet's skillful
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portrayal of human nature and the complexities of personal connections elevates
"Lakeboat" to a level of storytelling that is simultaneously humorous and
poignant.

Play 3: Edmond

David Mamet's "Edmond" explores the dark underbelly of society with
unapologetic intensity. This gripping play follows the titular character, Edmond, as
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he embarks on a nightmarish journey through the seedy urban streets, seeking
meaning and connection.

As Edmond encounters a variety of individuals, the play tackles themes of racism,
power dynamics, and the human quest for self-discovery. Mamet skillfully
exposes the raw emotions and harsh realities of life, forcing the audience to
question their own understanding of the world and its inherent flaws.

In

The Woods, Lakeboat, and Edmond are three remarkable plays that immerse
audiences in different worlds. From the intrigues of the summer camp in "The
Woods" to the camaraderie and conflicts aboard the lake freighter in "Lakeboat,"
and finally, the unsettling journey of self-discovery in the merciless streets of
"Edmond," these plays are a testament to the power of theatre to engage,
provoke, and inspire.

Whether you're a theatre enthusiast or simply someone looking for thought-
provoking entertainment, these three plays showcase the brilliance of David
Mamet's writing and the enduring impact his works have on the world of theatre.
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Three plays from the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award–winning author of Glengarry
Glen Ross and American Buffalo.
 
The Woods is a modern dramatic parable about, as Mamet put it, “why men and
women have a hard time trying to get along with each other.” The story features a
young man and woman spending a night in his family’s cabin where they
experience passion, then disillusionment, but are in the end reconciled by mutual
need.
 
In Lakeboat, an Ivy League college student takes a summer job as a cook aboard
a Great Lakes cargo ship where the crewmembers—men of all ages—share their
wild fantasies about sex, gambling, and violence. Mamet also wrote the
screenplay to the 2000 film starring Peter Falk and Denis Leary.
 
In Edmond, a white-collar New York City man is set morally adrift after a visit to a
fortune-teller. He soon leaves an unfulfilling marriage to find sex, adventure,
companionship, and, ultimately, the meaning of his existence. Mamet also wrote
the screenplay for the 2005 film starring William H. Macy.
 
“[A] beautifully conceived love story.” —Chicago Daily News on The Woods
 
“[Mamet’s] language has never been so precise, pure, and affecting.” —Richard
Eder of The New York Times on The Woods
 
“Richly overheard talk and loopy, funny construction.” —Michael Feingold in The
Village Voice on Lakeboat
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“A riveting theatrical experience that illuminates the heart of darkness.” —Jack
Kroll of Newsweek on Edmond
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