
The Untold Story of a Cinematic Maverick: The
Life and Cinema of Ted Mikels
When it comes to the world of cult cinema, few names hold as much allure and
mystery as Ted Mikels. Known for his unique style and unconventional approach
to filmmaking, Mikels carved out a niche for himself in the industry, defying
traditional norms and creating a body of work that continues to captivate
audiences to this day. In this article, we delve deep into the life and cinematic
journey of this enigmatic filmmaker, shedding light on his innovative spirit and
contribution to the world of cinema.

A Trailblazer and Visionary

Born Theodore Mikacevich on April 29, 1929, in St. Paul, Minnesota, Ted Mikels
displayed a creative spark from a young age. While pursuing a career in real
estate, he found himself drawn to the allure of filmmaking. With minimal
resources at his disposal, Mikels took matters into his own hands, establishing
himself as an independent filmmaker who refused to conform to the established
norms of Hollywood.

Throughout his career, Mikels explored a wide range of genres, from horror and
science fiction to action and even musicals. His films often stood out for their
vibrant visual style, DIY approach, and offbeat storytelling. While his movies may
not have achieved mainstream success, they amassed a dedicated cult following
that reveres him for his creativity and audacity.
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The Making of a Cult Classic

One of Mikels' most iconic films is "The Corpse Grinders" (1971), a low-budget
horror flick that has become a cult classic. Taking inspiration from the grindhouse
era, Mikels created a macabre tale of a cat food company that uses ground-up
human bodies to cut costs. The film's combination of horror, dark humor, and
over-the-top performances set the stage for a cult sensation.

Another standout in Mikels' filmography is "The Doll Squad" (1973), an action-
packed espionage thriller that predates the popularization of female-led action
films. Featuring a group of badass female secret agents fighting against the
forces of evil, the film showcased Mikels' progressive mindset and willingness to
challenge societal norms.

A Legacy That Lives On

Throughout his lifetime, Ted Mikels directed and produced over 40 films, leaving
behind a cinematic legacy that continues to resonate with audiences. His
dedication to independent filmmaking and his refusal to compromise his artistic
vision have inspired countless filmmakers to follow in his footsteps.
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In addition to his filmmaking, Mikels was also a mentor and teacher, imparting his
knowledge and passion onto aspiring filmmakers. He held seminars and
workshops, sharing his experiences and encouraging others to embrace their
creativity without limitations.

Ted Mikels may not have achieved widespread recognition or mainstream
success, but his impact on the world of cinema cannot be denied. Through his
unconventional approach and unwavering determination, he crafted a unique
body of work that still captures the imagination of audiences today. His legacy as
a trailblazing independent filmmaker and mentor serves as a reminder that true
artistry knows no bounds.
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“The Life and Cinema of Ted V. Mikels” is an authorized biography of iconic
filmmaker Ted V. Mikels that spans his 87 years, ending with his last project, “10
Violent Women 2,” when he passed away on October 16, 2016. The result of
extensive interviews with Mikels from December 2015 to May 2016, author Kevin
Scott Collier weaves together a memoir that includes exclusive interviews with
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nearly 50 stars who appeared in his films, such as James McEachin, Maureen
Gaffney, Gary Kent, Leslie McRae, Sean Kenney, Francine York, Sherri Vernon,
Tiger Yang, Rusty Meyers, Sean Morelli, Brinke Stevens, Donna Hamblin, Kevin
Sean Michaels, Raymond P. Whalen, Cory Udler, Richard and Gary Lester,
Beverly Washburn, Mr. Lobo, Lani Silverman, Jade Satana, Siouxzan Perry and
Sharla Rae Satana. Included are 20 pages of photographs, and a guide to his
unreleased 1950's 16mm productions.
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