
The Untold Story of SS United States: Speed
Queen Of The Seas
Have you ever heard of the SS United States? This majestic vessel was once
known as the "Speed Queen Of The Seas," capturing the hearts and minds of
passengers with its incredible speed and luxurious accommodations. In this
article, we will delve into the untold story of the SS United States, exploring its
revolutionary design, record-breaking speed, and eventual decline. So grab a cup
of coffee and prepare to be transported back in time!

The Birth of an Icon
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In the early 1950s, the United States found itself in an intense competition with
the Soviet Union, both politically and technologically. It was amidst this climate
that the SS United States was born. Designed and built by the Newport News
Shipbuilding and Drydock Company, this ocean liner aimed to showcase
American engineering prowess to the world.
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The vessel, launched in 1952, featured a groundbreaking design that blended
speed, safety, and luxury in a way that had never been seen before. Equipped
with four massive propellers driven by two powerful steam turbines, the SS
United States could achieve a top speed of 38 knots (44 mph), making it the
fastest ocean liner of its time. Its sleek, streamlined appearance earned it the
nickname "The Big U."

A Luxury Oasis on the High Seas

Step aboard the SS United States, and you would be greeted by a sight to
behold. The interior of the ship was a marvel of design and opulence. From the
grand staircase clad in gleaming brass to the plush cabins adorned with fine
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woodwork and luxurious fabrics, no expense was spared in creating a
comfortable and elegant environment for its passengers.

The ship boasted various amenities and facilities designed to pamper its guests.
From spacious lounges and dining areas to a fully equipped theater and even a
heated pool, the SS United States provided a luxurious experience akin to a
floating palace. It quickly became a favorite among celebrities, politicians, and
even royalty.

Racing to Success

While the SS United States certainly embodied luxury, it was its incredible speed
that truly set it apart from other ocean liners of the time. The vessel was not just a
floating hotel; it was a powerful machine capable of breaking records. In fact, it
still holds the record for the fastest transatlantic crossing by a passenger ship.

In 1952, on its maiden voyage from New York to England, the SS United States
completed the crossing in just three days, 10 hours, and 42 minutes. This
remarkable achievement stunned the world and solidified its position as the
Speed Queen Of The Seas. It became not just a mode of transportation but a
symbol of American ingenuity.

The Fading Glory

As the years passed, air travel began to gain popularity, and the golden age of
ocean liners slowly came to an end. The SS United States, once a symbol of
American pride and engineering brilliance, faced a decline in passengers. In
1969, it was retired from service and laid up in Norfolk, Virginia.

Since then, various efforts have been made to preserve and restore the SS
United States, but financial hurdles and logistical challenges have hindered these



endeavors. Today, the ship lies dormant, awaiting a new lease on life.

A Symbol of American Innovation

The tale of the SS United States is one of extraordinary ambition, technological
brilliance, and fading glory. Though its days of sailing the high seas may be over,
its legacy lives on. This remarkable vessel continues to capture the imagination of
maritime enthusiasts, historians, and dreamers who yearn for a return to the
elegance and romance of a bygone era.

So next time you find yourself gazing out towards the vast expanse of the ocean,
imagine the SS United States cutting through the waves, its passengers reveling
in the splendor of speed, and remember the untold story of the Speed Queen Of
The Seas.
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Built in 1952 for the United States Lines, the SS United States was unlike any
other ocean liner. She had been designed from the outset to serve as both a
transatlantic ferry and as a troop and hospital ship in time of war. Her design was
a military secret and her power plant similar to that fitted to the largest of
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American battleships. She could do a staggering 45kt, over twelve knots faster
than her nearest rival. She soon became the ship to be seen on and the
illustrious passeger lists included the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, who
favoured the ship's Duck Suite. The entry of the SS United States, the largest
passenger ship built in America, marked the first time since the 1850's that an
American ship had held the Blue Riband. This amazing ocean liner surpassed
European speed records by a huge margin and a ship as fast is unlikely ever to
be built again. William H. Miller tells the story of the SS United states from her
construction at Newport Mews to the present day. Today, she lies derelict in
Philadelphia but big plans are in place to restore her and turn her back into a
luxurious floating hotel.
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