
The Untold Story of North American 86 Sabre
Greg Goebel: From Classroom to Aviation
Legend
When it comes to legendary aircraft, few can match the legacy of the North
American 86 Sabre. Designed and manufactured by the renowned aerospace
company North American Aviation, the Sabre quickly became an iconic symbol of
American air power during the mid-20th century.

However, behind this extraordinary aircraft lies an even more fascinating story -
the journey of Greg Goebel, an exceptional aviator who played a crucial role in
shaping the development and success of the North American 86 Sabre.

From Classroom to Cockpit: The Early Years

Greg Goebel, born on January 15, 1927, in Los Angeles, California, showed an
early fascination with aircraft and flight. As a young boy, he would spend
countless hours building model planes and dreaming of one day soaring through
the skies.
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Goebel's passion for aviation led him to pursue an aeronautical engineering
degree at the renowned California Institute of Technology (Caltech). This decision
would prove to be a turning point in both his life and the history of North American
Aviation.

During his time at Caltech, Goebel displayed exceptional skills and soon caught
the attention of the talented engineering teams at North American Aviation.
Recognizing his potential, the company offered him a job shortly before his
graduation in 1949.

The North American 86 Sabre: Revolutionizing Aviation

At North American Aviation, Goebel became deeply involved in various aircraft
development projects. However, it was the North American 86 Sabre that truly
showcased his talent and ingenuity.

The North American 86 Sabre, a single-seat, single-engine swept-wing jet fighter,
was first introduced in 1949. Its sleek design and impressive performance
characteristics soon garnered attention from aviation enthusiasts and military
officials alike.

Goebel, along with a team of brilliant engineers, pushed the boundaries of
aviation technology to unlock the true potential of the Sabre. Their efforts led to
groundbreaking advancements, including the of the swept-wing design and
adopting an innovative hydraulic power control system.

A Timeless Legacy: The North American 86 Sabre's Contributions to
Aviation
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The North American 86 Sabre quickly became a legendary aircraft that shaped
the history of aviation in North America and beyond. Its remarkable
maneuverability, unmatched speed, and exceptional combat capabilities made it
a force to be reckoned with during the Korean War.

Greg Goebel's vision and expertise laid the foundation for the Sabre's success.
His tireless dedication and relentless pursuit of perfection elevated the aircraft's
performance to new heights. With his invaluable contributions, the Sabre claimed
numerous victories in aerial combat and became a symbol of American military
might.

Beyond its military service, the North American 86 Sabre also played a significant
role in advancing civilian aviation. The technological innovations developed for
the Sabre paved the way for future generations of aircraft, contributing to the
evolution of aerospace engineering.

The Unbreakable Bond: Greg Goebel and the North American 86
Sabre

For Greg Goebel, the North American 86 Sabre was more than just a symbol of
technological achievement. It represented the culmination of his lifelong passion
for aviation and his unwavering commitment to excellence.

Even after his time at North American Aviation, Goebel continued to contribute to
the field of aviation. His expertise and enthusiasm made him a sought-after
consultant, and he played a crucial role in various other aircraft development
projects.

Greg Goebel's profound impact on aviation continued until his passing on June 2,
2017. His legacy lives on through the North American 86 Sabre and the countless
lives he touched throughout his career.



A Lasting Inspiration: The Enduring Influence of Greg Goebel and
the North American 86 Sabre

The story of Greg Goebel and the North American 86 Sabre serves as a reminder
that dreams can be realized with unwavering passion, dedication, and
perseverance. The legacy of both Goebel and the Sabre continue to inspire future
generations of aviators and engineers, reminding us of the power of innovation
and the limitless possibilities of flight.

Today, as we witness the groundbreaking advancements in aerospace
technology, we owe a debt of gratitude to visionaries like Greg Goebel who
shaped the course of aviation history. The North American 86 Sabre remains an
enduring symbol of their extraordinary achievements.
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The first generation of jet combat aircraft, developed during World War II, offered
higher performance than their piston-powered contemporaries, but were nowhere
near the limits of jet technology. Even by the end of the war, new ideas were in
circulation that would lead to a second generation with far better performance.
One of the most prominent of these second-generation jet combat aircraft was
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the North American "F-86 Sabre". The F-86 Sabre was an elegant jet fighter, one
of the mainstays of US forces in the war in Korea, and an important element in
the defense of the West in the early years of the Cold War. It was built in large
numbers and used by many of America's allies. This document provides a history
and description of the Sabre, as well as its navalized "Fury" variants.
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