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When it comes to influential figures in ancient Rome, Cicero undoubtedly tops the
list. Known for his eloquence and keen intellect, Cicero's impact on politics, law,
and philosophy cannot be overstated. Through his extensive correspondence, we
gain deep insights into the political and personal life of this remarkable man.
Among the numerous collections of his letters, the Cicero Select Letters in the
Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics series stand out as an indispensable
resource for scholars and enthusiasts alike.

The Importance of Cicero's Letters

Cicero's letters provide a valuable window into the social, political, and cultural
milieu of ancient Rome. Through his correspondence with friends, family, and
political allies, he discusses a wide range of topics, from political strategies and
legal disputes to personal anecdotes and philosophical musings. These letters
are not only historically significant but also showcase Cicero's writing skills, wit,
and intellect.

Most of Cicero's letters were written during politically turbulent times, such as the
late Roman Republic era, where he played an active role as a statesman and
advocate. By studying these letters, we gain a deeper understanding of the
challenges and dynamics that shaped Rome's political landscape.
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The Cicero Select Letters in Cambridge Greek And Latin Classics

The Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics series has long been regarded as a
gold standard in classical literature research. Within this prestigious collection,
the Cicero Select Letters hold a special place. Edited by D. R. Shackleton Bailey,
one of the foremost experts on Cicero, this volume presents a careful selection of
Cicero's letters that best encapsulate his abilities as a writer and his involvement
in key historical events.

What sets this edition apart is its meticulous scholarship and attention to detail.
The letters are accompanied by extensive commentary, providing valuable
insights into the historical context, key figures mentioned, and linguistic nuances.
The commentary ensures that readers can fully grasp the meaning and
significance of each correspondence, enriching their understanding of both
Cicero's world and his writing style.

Furthermore, this edition includes a thorough that sheds light on Cicero's life,
political career, and the overarching themes and motivations that guided his
correspondence. It serves as a comprehensive primer for readers new to Cicero's
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letters, while also offering fresh perspectives and analysis for those already
familiar with his works.

An Invaluable Resource for Scholars and Enthusiasts

The Cicero Select Letters in the Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics series are
an invaluable resource for scholars, students, and enthusiasts interested in
ancient Rome, classical literature, and the history of politics and society. Whether
you are studying Cicero's rhetoric, examining Roman politics, or simply seeking
to delve into the mind of one of history's greatest thinkers, this edition provides a
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of Cicero's letters.

By using this edition, readers can explore Cicero's thoughts on subjects ranging
from friendship and philosophy to patriotism and the role of statesmanship. The
letters offer a captivating narrative that captivates the imagination and gives an
intimate glimpse into the life of a legendary figure.

The Legacy of Cicero's Letters

Cicero's letters continue to captivate readers across centuries. They have shaped
our understanding of ancient Rome and influenced generations of scholars and
thinkers. By providing an account of Cicero's personal and political life, these
letters have become invaluable primary sources that shed light on an era of great
significance.

Whether you are an avid scholar, a history buff, or simply curious about ancient
Rome, the Cicero Select Letters in the Cambridge Greek and Latin Classics
series are a must-read. They offer a rich tapestry of historical and literary insights
that will transport you to the vibrant world of ancient Rome and its most
celebrated thinker. Prepare to be enthralled!
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Professor Shackleton Bailey is renowned for his major scholarly editions of
Cicero's letters already published by Cambridge University Press. This selection
from the complete correspondence is designed specifically for students at
universities and in the upper forms at schools, and offers them a representative to
one of the most varied and most important literary correspondences in any
language. In choosing letters for inclusion the editor concentrates on Cicero as a
man and writer and on his relationship with his contemporaries, but he has also
included letters which deal with people and events of special significance in the
turbulent political history of the period. The edition includes an , the text of the
letters with critical notes, and a commentary which gives help with linguistic
problems as well as elucidating the historical and social background.
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