
The Ultimate Study Guide for Edith Wharton's
Summer: Everything You Need to Know!
Edith Wharton, a renowned American novelist, takes us on a captivating journey
in her novel Summer. Set in the fictional town of North Dormer, this tale is filled
with desire, passion, and societal expectations. If you're seeking a thought-
provoking story that explores the complexities of love, then look no further.

Exploring the Themes of Summer

Wharton masterfully weaves several themes throughout the narrative, allowing
readers to delve into various aspects of the human experience. The primary
theme of self-discovery plays a pivotal role in the story. As we witness the
transformation of the protagonist, Charity Royall, we are compelled to question
our own identity and the choices we make.

In addition to self-discovery, Summer explores the themes of societal
expectations, the constraints of class, and the role of women in society. Wharton
deftly navigates these complex themes, offering readers a profound reflection on
the social dynamics prevalent during that era.
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Character Analysis

One of the most intriguing aspects of Summer is its rich characterization. Edith
Wharton creates vivid and compelling characters who come to life on the pages.
Let's take a closer look at some of the key characters:

Charity Royall

As the protagonist, Charity Royall is a complex and multifaceted character.
Initially trapped in a small, conservative town, she yearns for an escape.
Throughout the story, Charity's journey from innocence to self-awareness
captivates readers, leaving us empathizing with her struggles and triumphs.

Lucius Harney

Lucius Harney, a young architect, enters Charity's life, sparking a romance that
defies societal norms. As a character, Lucius challenges the rigid expectations
placed upon him, displaying a desire for freedom and individuality. His
relationship with Charity adds an element of forbidden love to the narrative,
intensifying the emotional depth of the story.

Mr. Royall

Mr. Royall, Charity's adoptive father, embodies the strict societal conventions
ingrained in North Dormer. His character highlights the limitations imposed by
traditional values and the struggle between duty and personal desires. Wharton
skillfully portrays the internal conflicts within Mr. Royall, giving us a glimpse into
the dilemmas faced by those caught between societal obligations and their own
happiness.
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Symbolism and Imagery

Wharton's exquisite use of symbolism and imagery adds depth and richness to
Summer. From the description of North Dormer's natural landscape to the
contrasting imagery of light and darkness, each element serves a purpose in
conveying the themes and emotions within the story.

The oppressive heat of summer becomes a metaphor for the intensity of Charity's
emotions and her longing for freedom. In contrast, the winter snow symbolizes
the cold, harsh reality of societal expectations. Wharton's masterful depiction of
these symbols allows readers to immerse themselves in the narrative on a
deeper level.

The Writing Style of Edith Wharton

Edith Wharton's writing style is both eloquent and evocative. Her ability to depict
the minutiae of human emotions and societal intricacies is unparalleled. Through
her meticulous attention to detail, Wharton paints a vivid portrayal of the
characters' inner struggles and external environments.

The narrative flows seamlessly, engaging readers from the very first page.
Wharton's prose captures the essence of the era, transporting us to a time where
societal norms dictated every aspect of one's life. Her eloquent descriptions
create a sense of time and place, fostering a deep connection between the
reader and the story.

Why You Should Read Summer

Summer offers a compelling exploration of love, freedom, and the constraints of
society. Through the eyes of Charity Royall, readers are invited to question their
own desires and reflect on the choices they make within the confines of societal
expectations.



Edith Wharton's Summer is a timeless classic that continues to resonate with
readers of all ages. Its thought-provoking themes, well-developed characters, and
captivating imagery make it a must-read for any literature enthusiast. Journey into
the world of North Dormer and experience the highs and lows of Charity Royall's
transformative journey – you won't be able to put the book down!
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Course Hero Study Guides:Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost.

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.

Course Hero Study Guide for Summer includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters
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A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Edith Wharton
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