
The Ultimate Guide to Drawing Animals Using
Grids - Giovanni Civardi Reveals His Secrets
Are you interested in drawing animals but struggling to achieve accurate
proportions and perspectives? Look no further, as you're about to discover the
ultimate guide to drawing animals using grids, with insights from the renowned
artist Giovanni Civardi.

Giovanni Civardi, an Italian artist and art instructor, has mastered the art of using
grids as a tool for drawing various subjects, including animals. With his expertise,
Civardi has created a unique approach that allows artists of all levels to draw
lifelike animals with confidence and precision.

Why Use Grids for Drawing Animals?

Drawing animals can be challenging, especially when it comes to capturing their
complex forms and proportions accurately. That's where grids come in handy. By
dividing your reference image and drawing surface into a grid, you can break
down the subject into manageable sections and capture intricate details more
easily.
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Grid drawing helps you understand the relationships between different parts of an
animal's body and allows for more accurate measurements. It enables artists to
focus on one grid square at a time, resulting in more precise drawings.

Giovanni Civardi's Approach to Grid Drawing Animals

Civardi's technique involves using a reference image, a pencil, and a grid overlay.
Here's how you can get started:

1. Choose a reference image of the animal you want to draw. It's essential to
select a high-quality photo that clearly shows the animal's features and
details.

2. Print or sketch a grid overlay on your drawing paper. The number of squares
in the grid can vary based on the size and complexity of the animal.

3. Use a light pencil to lightly draw the grid on your reference image. Make sure
the gridlines match the ones on your drawing paper.

4. Begin by focusing on one grid square at a time. Observe the animal's
features within that square and carefully replicate them on your drawing
paper.

5. Continue moving from one grid square to another until you complete the
entire drawing.

6. Once your drawing is finished, erase any visible gridlines and fine-tune the
details to create a realistic representation of the animal.

Tips and Tricks for Grid Drawing Animals
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While grid drawing is a helpful technique, there are several tips and tricks that
can enhance your animal drawings:

Start with simple animals before moving on to more complex ones.

Focus on capturing the animal's overall form first before refining the details.

Use light pressure when initially sketching the grids and animal's features to
make erasing easier later on.

Regularly compare your drawing to the reference image to ensure accuracy.

Experiment with different grid sizes to match the level of detail you want to
achieve.

Practice regularly to improve your grid drawing skills and gain a better
understanding of animal anatomy.

Unlocking Your Full Potential

Thanks to Giovanni Civardi's approach to drawing animals using grids, artists
worldwide can elevate their skills and produce astonishingly lifelike animal
drawings. By understanding and implementing this technique, you will be able to
create accurate and captivating animal portraits that truly showcase your talent.

Remember, practice and patience are key. As with any skill, it takes time to
master grid drawing animals, but the results are well worth the effort. So, grab
your sketchpad, choose an animal you adore, and let the grid guide you towards
creating awe-inspiring animal artwork!
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If you have often struggled to draw animals, from master artist Giovanni Civardi
comes this highly visual beginners guide to drawing dogs, cats and horses using
the traditional grid technique – a method that makes the first stages of drawing
simple and achievable.

Giovanni Civardi shows you how to create an accurate pencil sketch of the
subject by laying a grid over a photo or drawing and transferring the image to the
drawing surface one square at a time.

Beginning with a summary of animal anatomy and basic drawing techniques, this
book contains over 90 outlines of dogs, cat and horses in a range of static and
moving poses, with guidance on how to add shading and tonal effects to create
more detailed finished drawings.
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