
The Ultimate Guide To Exploring the
Breathtaking Natural Areas of Southern
Indiana
Are you ready to embark on a journey through some of the most stunning natural
landscapes in Southern Indiana? From untouched forests and majestic waterfalls
to serene lakes and scenic hiking trails, this guide will take you on an
unforgettable adventure. Get ready to immerse yourself in the beauty of nature
and discover the hidden gems of Southern Indiana.

1. Brown County State Park - A Nature Lover's Paradise

Located near Nashville, Indiana, Brown County State Park is often referred to as
the "Little Smokies" due to its stunning resemblance to the Great Smoky
Mountains. Encompassing over 15,000 acres, this park offers a plethora of
activities for nature enthusiasts.

The park boasts miles of well-maintained hiking and biking trails, allowing visitors
to explore the breathtaking beauty of the Hoosier National Forest. From scenic
overlooks to deep valleys, this park offers a diverse range of landscapes that will
captivate your senses.
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For a unique experience, take a scenic drive along State Road 46, known as the
"Hills O' Brown Scenic Byway." This 17-mile route will lead you through
picturesque hills, past quaint villages, and provide numerous photo opportunities.

2. Clifty Falls State Park - A Cascading Wonder

Nestled in the heart of Madison, Indiana, Clifty Falls State Park is home to one of
the most breathtaking waterfalls in the Midwest. The park encompasses
approximately 1,400 acres and features numerous hiking trails that cater to all
skill levels.

The main attraction of this park is, of course, the magnificent Clifty Falls.
Watching the water rush down the rugged canyon walls is a sight to behold. With
multiple viewpoints, you can witness the beauty of these cascades from different
angles.

Aside from the mesmerizing falls, Clifty Falls State Park also offers opportunities
for camping, picnicking, and wildlife viewing. Keep an eye out for the resident
white-tailed deer, as well as a variety of bird species.

3. Hoosier National Forest - A Wilderness Escape

Dive deep into the wilderness of Southern Indiana by exploring the Hoosier
National Forest. Spanning over 200,000 acres, this beautiful forest offers endless
opportunities for outdoor adventures.
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Whether you enjoy hiking, horseback riding, or fishing, the Hoosier National
Forest has it all. With over 260 miles of trails, you can explore the forest at your
own pace and discover hidden gems along the way.

One must-visit destination within the forest is Hemlock Cliffs. This stunning area
features sandstone cliffs, a picturesque creek, and unique rock formations. It's the
perfect spot for nature photographers and anyone seeking solitude in nature.

4. Monroe Lake - A Scenic Oasis

Escape the hustle and bustle of everyday life by visiting the tranquil Monroe Lake.
Located in Bloomington, Indiana, this expansive lake offers a peaceful retreat for
outdoor enthusiasts.

Monroe Lake provides ample opportunities for boating, fishing, and swimming.
Rent a canoe or kayak and explore the calm waters, or fish for bass, catfish, and
crappie. The lake is also surrounded by hiking and biking trails for those who
prefer to stay on land.

With its idyllic scenery and numerous recreational activities, Monroe Lake is a
must-visit destination for nature lovers seeking serenity.

5. Spring Mill State Park - A Historical Oasis

For nature enthusiasts with a passion for history, Spring Mill State Park is a must-
see attraction. Located near Mitchell, Indiana, this park is not only known for its
natural beauty but also its rich historical significance.

The highlight of Spring Mill is its fully restored pioneer village. Step back in time
as you explore historic buildings, a gristmill, and a working water-powered
sawmill. Take a guided tour and learn about the early inhabitants of the area.



After delving into the park's history, take a stroll along the nature trails and enjoy
the scenic beauty of this 1,358-acre park. Don't miss the iconic Twin Caves,
which can be explored via guided boat tours.

The natural areas of Southern Indiana await your discovery. From the rugged
beauty of Brown County State Park to the majestic waterfalls of Clifty Falls State
Park and the wilderness adventures in Hoosier National Forest, each destination
offers a unique and unforgettable experience.

So grab your camera, lace up your hiking boots, and get ready to immerse
yourself in the awe-inspiring nature of Southern Indiana. Start planning your trip
to these natural wonders today!
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The must-have field-guide for discovering the natural beauty of southern Indiana
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A Guide to Natural Areas of Southern Indiana is the first comprehensive and fully
illustrated guidebook for nature lovers who want to explore the wild and natural
areas of southern Indiana by trail, water, or road. Featuring 95 beautiful color
photos and 5 maps, it provides ideas for a lifetime of fun and exploration, and
makes planning easy by including directions to the areas, offering suggestions on
what to do when you arrive, and what you will find when you explore.

Environmental writer and photographer, Steven Higgs highlights each site's
unique natural characteristics and history with additional facts, anecdotes, and
observations. Higgs directs readers to the very best locations in southern Indiana
for bird and game watching, fishing and boating, hiking and camping, and more.

Come and explore the natural areas that represent southern Indiana wilderness
at its pristine best!
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