
The Ultimate California Garden Tour: Explore
a Wonderland of Color and Blooms
California is not only famous for its stunning coastline and Hollywood glamour,
but it is also blessed with a vibrant and diverse array of gardens that will leave
nature-lovers and gardening enthusiasts in awe. From lush botanical gardens to
charming vineyards and iconic desert landscapes, embarking on a California
garden tour is an adventure that promises a visual feast and a deep appreciation
for the wonders of nature.

1. Huntington Botanical Gardens - An Oasis of Artistic Landscapes

Situated in San Marino, the Huntington Botanical Gardens boasts an
extraordinary collection of rare plants from around the world. Spanning over 120
acres, this garden paradise offers meticulously designed gardens, including the
Desert Garden, Japanese Garden, and Rose Garden. The Desert Garden
showcases a stunning assortment of cacti and succulents, while the Japanese
Garden provides a serene escape with its tranquil ponds, teahouses, and bonsai
displays. As you explore the different landscapes, remember to capture the
essence of each garden by pausing to breathe in the fragrant blooms and
admiring the artistic arrangements.
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2. San Francisco Botanical Garden - An Urban Oasis

Located within the lively Golden Gate Park, the San Francisco Botanical Garden
is a must-visit for any garden lover. Home to over 8,000 different plant species,
this urban oasis offers a harmonious blend of native Californian plants and exotic
botanical wonders. The Garden of Fragrance takes visitors on a sensory journey
with its aromatic plants, while the Ancient Plant Garden showcases majestic ferns
and cycads. Marvel at the towering redwoods in the Redwood Grove or get lost in
the tranquil beauty of the Mesoamerican Cloud Forest. Whatever you choose to
explore, this garden will leave you inspired and dreaming of creating your own
piece of paradise.
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3. Descanso Gardens - A Floral Wonderland

Nestled in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains in La Cañada Flintridge,
Descanso Gardens is a retreat for those seeking solace amidst stunning floral
displays. From the vibrant Camellia Forest to the peaceful Japanese Garden,
every corner of this garden is a sight to behold. Explore the Oak Woodland,
where native plants thrive in harmony, or lose yourself in the Dahlia Garden,
where blooms in every shade of the rainbow create a tapestry of color. Descanso
Gardens also offers a unique Enchanted Forest experience, where illuminated
installations transform the garden into a magical wonderland during select
evenings.
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4. Lotusland - A Botanical Masterpiece

Tucked away in the high-end enclave of Montecito, Lotusland is a garden like no
other. Created by the enigmatic Ganna Walska, this 37-acre masterpiece is a
testament to her love for plants and her affinity for artistic expression. Explore the
whimsical Topiary Garden, where meticulously groomed hedges resemble
fantastical animals, or wander through the Cycad Garden, showcasing some of
the oldest plants on Earth. Uncover hidden paths adorned with exotic flowers in
the Japanese Garden or marvel at the colorful lotus flowers in their aquatic
splendor. Lotusland is a journey through horticultural artistry that will ignite your
imagination and leave you in awe of its creator's vision.
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5. Joshua Tree National Park - Nature's Sculptured Garden

For those yearning to experience the raw beauty of California's deserts, Joshua
Tree National Park offers an extraordinary showcase of nature's sculptural
wonders. This vast desert ecosystem is dominated by the unique Joshua Tree, a
natural symbol of the American Southwest. Meander through Joshua Tree's
distinct landscapes, where granite rock formations take on surreal shapes and
colors, creating an otherworldly ambiance. Don't miss the opportunity to witness
breathtaking sunsets and star-filled skies, transforming the desert into a magical
garden of hues. Joshua Tree National Park is a sanctuary for both plant
enthusiasts and those seeking a spiritual connection with the natural world.
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The California Garden Tour offers an opportunity to immerse yourself in a world of
botanical marvels, from the carefully sculpted landscapes of botanic gardens to
the untamed beauty of the desert. These diverse gardens awaken the senses,
ignite the imagination, and showcase the incredible power of nature to create and
inspire. Whether you are a seasoned gardener or simply appreciate the beauty of
the natural world, the California Garden Tour promises an unforgettable journey
through a wonderland of color and blooms.
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A fantastic garden journey that only California can provide

In The California Garden Tour, veteran travel writer Donald Olson highlights 50
outstanding public gardens and provides all the information you need to make the
most of your visit. From San Francisco and the East Bay to Palm Springs and
San Diego, Olson includes iconic gardens like the Getty Center, new favorites like
Alcatraz, and uniquely Californian destinations like Lotusland and Sunnylands.
The easy-to-use format includes visitor information, an evocative description, and
full color photography for each garden. 
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