
The Two Drovers: A Fascinating Tale by Sir
Walter Scott
Sir Walter Scott, a renowned Scottish novelist and poet, explores themes of
morality, loyalty, and cultural clashes in his captivating short story, "The Two
Drovers." Published in 1827 as part of the "Chronicles of the Canongate" series,
this thought-provoking narrative delves into the lives of two drovers and the
unexpected events that test their friendship. In this study guide, we will analyze
the various elements of this remarkable tale, providing a comprehensive
understanding of Scott's literary genius.

The Plot Summary

"The Two Drovers" is set in 18th-century Scotland and revolves around the lives
of two drovers, Robin Oig and Harry Wakefield. Robin, a proud Scotsman, herds
Highland cattle, while Harry, an English drover, manages a herd of English cattle.
The two drovers develop a close friendship despite their cultural differences.

However, a tragic chain of events begins when the theft of a cow from Robin's
fold leads to a violent confrontation with Harry. In a fit of rage and loyalty to his
Scottish heritage, Robin unintentionally kills Harry. This unfortunate incident
sparks a series of emotional and legal complications, forcing Robin to face the
consequences of his actions.
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Themes and Symbolism

Scott masterfully incorporates various themes and symbolism throughout the
story, contributing to its profound impact on readers:

Morality and Justice:

"The Two Drovers" highlights the clash between justice systems in Scotland and
England, providing an opportunity to explore the notions of morality and
responsibility. By presenting different legal perspectives, Scott raises thought-
provoking questions about the fairness of judgement in diverse cultural settings.

National Identity:

The story delves into the complexities associated with national identity. Robin and
Harry represent Scotland and England, respectively, carrying the weight of their
respective cultural traditions and stereotypes. Through their interactions, Scott
emphasizes the importance of mutual respect and understanding across different
nations.

Loyalty and Friendship:
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Robin and Harry's camaraderie becomes the heart of the narrative, inviting
readers to contemplate the power of loyalty and friendship. The tragic turn of
events challenges their bond, forcing Robin to question his actions and face the
ultimate test of his friendship with Harry.

Analyzing Sir Walter Scott's Writing Style

Rich Descriptive Language:

Scott's descriptive prose takes readers on a captivating journey through the
Scottish Highlands. His vivid imagery allows us to visualize the landscapes,
immerse ourselves in the characters' emotions, and feel the tension in every
scene.

Historical Context and Cultural Realism:

As a key figure in the Romantic movement, Scott skillfully infuses historical
context and cultural realism into his works. "The Two Drovers" exemplifies his
ability to transport readers to a specific time and place, capturing the essence of
18th-century Scotland and its social dynamics.

Layered Characters:

Scott's characters possess depth and complexity, reflecting the multi-faceted
nature of humanity. Robin's internal conflict and Harry's unwavering dedication to
his profession are just a few examples of the profound character exploration
found within this tale.

The Significance of "The Two Drovers"

"The Two Drovers" stands as a testament to Sir Walter Scott's masterful
storytelling and his ability to address philosophical questions while entertaining
readers. By skillfully tackling themes of morality, loyalty, and national identity,



Scott not only captivates us but also compels us to reflect on our own values and
choices.

Through the tragic consequences of Robin's actions, we are reminded of the
importance of empathy, understanding, and the consequences of unchecked
emotions. Scott's poignant narrative serves as a powerful reminder to navigate
our world with thoughtfulness and compassion.

Sir Walter Scott's "The Two Drovers" captivates readers with its exploration of
morality, loyalty, and cultural clashes. Through his skilled use of descriptive
language and layered characters, Scott transports us to 18th-century Scotland
and immerses us in a thought-provoking tale.

As we delve into Robin and Harry's lives, we are confronted with profound
questions about justice, friendship, and the complexities of national identity. It is
through Scott's storytelling prowess that we come to appreciate the power of
literature in challenging our beliefs and shaping our perspective.

Study Guide for Sir Walter Scott's The Two
Drovers by Course Hero ([Print Replica] Kindle Edition)

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
Paperback : 28 pages
Item Weight : 3.04 ounces
Dimensions : 5.5 x 0.07 x 8.5 inches
File size : 1141 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 28 pages
Lending : Enabled

FREE

http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGFYc29UQ0R3dWVpcnVkT2U1TmdIdlhwZDFnRkpWdDZhR3NNV1liL3Ayb0lJZzdEenFjcS9MTUsrUWNpY0FpL1ByYmpWdU1zU28zMWFpZnJwREFUNWNOdkFoRmNiRjVNbnM1M2JxZjFZdkNBPQ==:f4.pdf
http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGFYc29UQ0R3dWVpcnVkT2U1TmdIdlhwZDFnRkpWdDZhR3NNV1liL3Ayb0lJZzdEenFjcS9MTUsrUWNpY0FpL1ByYmpWdU1zU28zMWFpZnJwREFUNWNOdkFoRmNiRjVNbnM1M2JxZjFZdkNBPQ==:f4.pdf
http://indexdiscoveries.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcGFYc29UQ0R3dWVpcnVkT2U1TmdIdlhwZDFnRkpWdDZhR3NNV1liL3Ayb0lJZzdEenFjcS9MTUsrUWNpY0FpL1ByYmpWdU1zU28zMWFpZnJwREFUNWNOdkFoRmNiRjVNbnM1M2JxZjFZdkNBPQ==:f4.pdf


Course Hero Study Guides:Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost.

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.

Course Hero Study Guide for The Two Drovers includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters

A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Sir Walter Scott
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5 Fascinating Animals That Live In The Darkest
Corners of Our World
Have you ever wondered what creatures lurk in the depths of darkness?
The mysterious world of animals that live in the dark has fascinated
scientists and nature enthusiasts...

Spiritual Lessons From My Dog, My Kids,
Critters, and Other Unexpected Places
Have you ever experienced a moment of pure enlightenment while
observing the world around you? Sometimes, the most unexpected
places can teach us valuable lessons...

The Long Trail Home: An Unforgettable
Adventure at Quartz Creek Ranch
Picture this - a place where breathtaking beauty meets adrenaline-
pumping adventures. A destination that offers solace to weary souls,
while also providing...

Get Ready to Laugh Out Loud! The Funniest
Chapter Book Recommendations for Kids Ages
12
Are you ready to embark on a hilarious adventure? Look no further! We
have compiled a list of the funniest chapter books that will have your kids
rolling on the floor with...
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The Life And Exile Of Nadezhda Plevitskaya: A
Tale of Talent, Tragedy, and Triumph
Nadezhda Plevitskaya, often referred to as the "Russian Nightingale,"
was one of the most renowned opera singers of her time. Born on April
27th, 1879,...

Lame Look At Me Everyone - A Candid Analysis
Have you ever come across someone who constantly craves attention
and seems to go to any length to be noticed by others? We're all familiar
with those...

Discover the Incredible Journey: How Lucky
Novel Will Leitch
Have you ever sat back and pondered the power of luck in our lives?
Well, look no further because Will Leitch's latest novel, "How Lucky,"
takes us on an...
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