
The True Born Englishman: A Comprehensive
Study Guide
Are you fascinated by historical literature? Do you enjoy exploring the themes
and symbolism within classic novels? Look no further, as this study guide for
Daniel Defoe's "The True Born Englishman" is here to enhance your
understanding and provide you with valuable insights into this remarkable piece
of literary work. Strap in, as we embark on a journey through the intricacies of this
iconic novel.

:

"The True Born Englishman" by Daniel Defoe is a compelling poetic satire
published in 1701, which offers a scathing critique of the prevailing xenophobia
and prejudices of English society during the late 17th century. Through his clever
use of wit and satire, Defoe examines the cultural identity of the English people,
challenges notions of racial superiority, and discusses the consequences of
discrimination. This study guide aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the novel,
covering its major themes, characters, literary devices, and historical context.

Key Themes Explored:

1. National Identity:
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Explore how Defoe delves into the concept of national identity and challenges the
notion of being a "true-born Englishman." Consider the implications of cultural
diversity and the importance of acceptance.

2. Xenophobia and Prejudice:

Analyze the way Defoe exposes the prejudices and xenophobic sentiments
prevalent in society during his time. Reflect on our own modern society and
discuss how these issues remain relevant today.

3. Power and Politics:

Delve into the political landscape of the late 17th century as portrayed in the
novel. Examine how power dynamics influence society and shape the characters'
lives.

Character Analysis:

1. The True Born Englishman:
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Discuss the significance of the protagonist in relation to the novel's themes.
Explore his motives, conflicts, and character development throughout the story.

2. Various Supporting Characters:

Examine the role and significance of each supporting character, such as foreign
immigrants, natives, and members of the aristocracy. Uncover their individual
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stories and understand their contributions to the overall narrative.

Analysis of Literary Devices:

1. Satire:

Explore the satirical elements employed by Defoe and how they contribute to the
overall message of the novel. Analyze specific examples of irony, sarcasm, and
exaggeration.

2. Symbolism:

Uncover the symbolic meaning behind significant objects, locations, and events in
the story. Discuss how these symbols add depth to the narrative and enhance the
reader's understanding.

Historical Context:

1. Late 17th Century England:

Provide an overview of the socio-political climate during the time of Defoe's
writing. Discuss the emergence of nationalism, cultural prejudices, and England's
relationship with other nations.

2. Other Works by Defoe:

Compare and contrast "The True Born Englishman" with other notable works by
Daniel Defoe. Study the author's writing style and thematic consistencies across
his body of work.

:



In , "The True Born Englishman" serves as a thought-provoking exploration of
national identity, xenophobia, and power. This study guide has aimed to provide
you with a comprehensive analysis of the novel's key themes, character analysis,
literary devices, and historical context, enriching your reading experience and
broadening your appreciation for this timeless piece of literature. So, grab a copy
of Daniel Defoe's masterpiece, and let this guide be your companion as you delve
into the captivating world of "The True Born Englishman."
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Course Hero Study Guides:Get Unstuck!

You've read the book, but you don't understand the symbolism. You've been to
every class, but it's 2 a.m. and your essay is due at 9:00. Your midterm is Friday
and you need a boost.

We've been there. We know what it's like to study, work, have a life, do your best,
and still need help. Course Hero Study Guides untie the knots. You do the work--
we give you the tools to make every minute count. We help you get unstuck.
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Course Hero Study Guide for The True-Born Englishman includes:

An infographic depicting the plot and main characters

A chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis

Key quotes

An overview, context, plot summary, characters, symbols, themes, and bio of
Daniel Defoe
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