
The Things We Don't Do: Unveiling the Power
of Opportunities Missed

Life is a series of choices. Every day, we face numerous opportunities and
decisions that shape our path. Yet, amidst the choices we make, there is an
intriguing aspect that often remains unnoticed - the things we don't do. These
untaken opportunities hold a compelling power that can ignite introspection and
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inspire us to embrace the unknown. In this article, we explore the dynamics
behind the things we don't do, their implications on our lives, and the potential for
growth and discovery that lies within.

Why Do We Choose Not to Act?

There are various reasons why we opt not to act when presented with
opportunities. Fear of failure, uncertainty, comfort zones, and societal
expectations often play a significant role in our decision-making process.
Exploring the root causes behind our inaction can provide valuable insights into
our subconscious fears and limitations.
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The Power of Regret

Regret, often seen as a negative emotion, can actually serve as a powerful
catalyst for change. Reflecting on the things we didn't do can bring forth a
renewed sense of motivation and a determination to seize upcoming chances. It
highlights the importance of living a life with intention and embracing every
possibility that comes our way.

Unearthing Unforeseen Outcomes
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The impact of the things we don't do extends beyond our immediate choices.
Sometimes, not taking action can lead to unexpected outcomes that shape our
lives in unimaginable ways. By exploring alternative paths and potential
scenarios, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the complexity of life's
interconnectedness.

The Beauty of Serendipity

Serendipity, often experienced as a result of the things we don't do, is a joyful
encounter with unexpected opportunities. By leaving room for chance and
embracing the unknown, we open ourselves up to a world of exciting possibilities.
Serendipitous moments can provide immense happiness and fulfillment,
effortlessly reminding us of the magic that lies beyond our plans and
expectations.

Embracing Vulnerability

Stepping into the unknown and embracing the things we don't do requires
vulnerability. It involves confronting our fears, challenging societal norms, and
allowing ourselves to potentially fail. However, vulnerability can also be a gateway
to personal growth and self-discovery. By embracing discomfort and uncertainty,
we tap into our hidden potential and unlock new avenues for growth.

The things we don't do hold remarkable power – they transcend the boundaries
of our choices, serving as a reminder of the countless possibilities that exist.
Embracing the unknown, reflecting on our missed opportunities, and stepping out
of our comfort zones can lead to newfound growth, serendipitous encounters, and
personal transformation. So, let us venture beyond the familiar and embrace the
things we don't do, for they possess the key to unlocking the extraordinary in our
lives.
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"Good readers will find something that can be found only in great literature, the
kind written by real poets, a literature that dares to venture into the dark with open
eyes and that keeps its eyes open no matter what . . . . The literature of the
twenty-first century will belong to Neuman and a few of his blood brothers."—
Roberto Bolaño

Playful, philosophizing, and gloriously unpredictable, Andrés Neuman's short
stories consider love, lechery, history, mortality, family secrets, therapy,
Borges, mysterious underwear, translators, and storytelling itself.

Here a relationship turns on a line drawn in the sand; an analyst treats a patient
who believes he's the real analyst; a discovery in a secondhand shop takes on a
cruel significance; a man decides to go to work naked one day. In these small
scenes and brief moments Neuman confounds our expectations with dazzling
sleight of hand.

With a variety of forms and styles, Neuman opens up the possibilities for fiction,
calling to mind other greats of Latin American letters, such as Cortázar, Bolaño,
and Bioy Casares. Intellectually stimulating and told with a voice that is wry,
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questioning, sometimes mordantly funny, yet always generously humane, The
Things We Don't Do confirms Neuman's place as one of the most dynamic
authors writing today.

Andrés Neuman was born in Buenos Aires, and grew up and lives in Spain. He
was included in Granta's "Young Spanish-language Novelists" issue and is the
author of almost twenty works, two of which—Traveler of the Century and Talking
to Ourselves— have been translated into English. Traveler of the Century won
the Alfaguara Prize and the National Critics Prize, and was longlisted for the 2013
Best Translated book award, and shortlisted for the 2013 Independent Foreign
Fiction Prize and the 2014 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award.

Nick Caistoris a prolific British translator and journalist, best known for his
translations of Spanish and Portuguese literature. He is a past winner of the
Valle-Inclán Prize for translation and is a regular contributor to BBC Radio 4,
Times Literary Supplement, and the Guardian.

Lorenza Garcia has lived for extended periods in Spain, France, and Iceland.
Since 2007, she has translated over a dozen novels and works of non-fiction from
French and Spanish.
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