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Alexander the Great, also known as Alexander Ill of Macedon, was one of the
most influential figures in ancient history. Born in 356 BC, Alexander became the
king of Macedonia in 336 BC at the tender age of 20. He went on to conquer a

vast empire that extended from Greece to Egypt and as far east as India. This
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article provides a captivating account of Alexander the Great's life and

accomplishments, tailored specifically for young readers.

Early Life

Alexander was born in Pella, the capital of Macedonia, to King Philip Il and
Queen Olympias. From an early age, Alexander showed great promise and
intellect. He was tutored by the renowned philosopher Aristotle, who instilled in

him a love for knowledge and a deep understanding of various subjects.
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Alexander's father, King Philip I, wanted to ensure that his son would become a
great ruler. He provided Alexander with the best education and military training,

preparing him for the challenges that lay ahead.

Conquest of Persia

At the young age of 21, Alexander became the king of Macedonia after the

untimely death of his father. One of his first major conquests was the Persian
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Empire, which was considered the most powerful empire of its time.

Alexander led his army into battle against the Persians, who vastly outnumbered
his forces. Through his strategic brilliance and unwavering determination, he
defeated the Persians in a series of decisive battles. This marked the beginning

of Alexander's reign and his ambition to conquer the known world.

Military Campaigns

Over the next decade, Alexander embarked on an unprecedented series of
military campaigns. From Egypt to India, he conquered numerous territories,

establishing an empire that stretched across three continents.

Alexander's military genius lies in his ability to adapt and innovate on the
battlefield. He introduced new tactics and formations that allowed his armies to
overcome even the most formidable opponents. His campaigns were

characterized by speed, flexibility, and ruthless determination.

The young readers will be fascinated by the stories of Alexander's victories and

the challenges he faced along the way.

Legacy

Alexander's empire did not last long after his death in 323 BC. However, his
impact on history and culture cannot be overstated. His conquests spread Greek
culture and language throughout the lands he conquered, a period known as the

Hellenistic era.



Furthermore, many of his military strategies and tactics are still studied and

admired today. Alexander left a lasting legacy that influenced the course of history

for centuries to come.

The story of Alexander the Great is a captivating tale of ambition, brilliance, and
conquest. His unparalleled military achievements and larger-than-life persona
continue to captivate young readers, inspiring them to dream big and aim for

greatness.

By learning about Alexander's life and accomplishments, young readers can gain

valuable insights into history, leadership, and perseverance. Alexander's story
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serves as a reminder that age is no barrier to achieving great things.

So dive into the fascinating world of ancient history and discover the incredible

journey of Alexander the Great!
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Originally published in 1908 as a portion of the author’s larger “Stories from
Greek History,” this Kindle edition, equivalent in length to a physical book of
approximately 16 pages, describes the life and conquests of Macedonian king

Alexander the Great.

Sample passage:

At first the townsfolk thought the King was at the head of a large troop, and they
drew away from the wall; but when they saw only three behind, they rushed upon
him, and others at a distance pelted him with stones. His own men, still outside
the town, saw his danger, and in their hurry to go to his help, all scrambled up the
two ladders at once. As you might expect, the ladders broke under such a weight.

Meanwhile Alexander, with the reckless spirit which we know of old in him,
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jumped down from the top of the wall inside the town. There indeed he had a

terrible fight, with his back to the wall, against numbers of the enemy.

His men outside grew wilder and wilder as they guessed the danger threatening
their King. Still there were no more ladders to be had. At last they made a human
ladder, scrambling up on each other’s shoulders, and reached their King’s side
only just in time. A stone that had fallen heavily on his helmet had nearly stunned
him; then an arrow pierced right through his armor into his lung; and he fainted
and fell. The veteran had been killed already, and the two other followers were

able to protect the King’s body till their comrades came over the wall to their help.

About the author:

Ethelwyn Lemon (1887-1943), a graduate of Edinburgh University, was for more
than 40 years a successful classical coach in Edinburgh. For 20 years she was
an Assistant in History at the University, and acted as an Inspector for the

Scottish Education Department.
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