
The St Louis Cardinals And The Building Of
Baseball Best Franchise
The St Louis Cardinals have been a dominant force in Major League Baseball for
over a century. With a rich history, dedicated fans, and a commitment to
excellence, the Cardinals have built one of the best franchises in the sport. This
article will explore the key factors that have contributed to their success and how
they have become such a beloved team in the world of baseball.

The Legacy of the Cardinals

Established in 1882, the St Louis Cardinals have a long and storied history that
dates back to the early days of professional baseball. Throughout the years, they
have amassed an impressive number of accolades, including 11 World Series
championships and 19 National League pennants. These achievements have
solidified their status as one of the most successful teams in MLB history.

A Commitment to Player Development

One of the Cardinals' greatest strengths is their unwavering commitment to player
development. The team places a strong emphasis on nurturing their young talent,
allowing them to grow and flourish within the organization. The Cardinals are
renowned for their stellar farm system, which consistently produces top-tier
prospects ready to make an impact at the major league level.
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Players like Albert Pujols, Yadier Molina, and Adam Wainwright are just a few
examples of the incredible talent that the Cardinals have developed over the
years. By investing in the development of their players, the organization has been
able to create a sustainable model for success.

An Eye for Winning Managers

In addition to their commitment to player development, the Cardinals have also
had a knack for hiring exceptional managers. Throughout their history, the team
has been led by some of the greatest minds in the game, including Hall of
Famers like Whitey Herzog and Tony La Russa.

These managers have not only orchestrated successful seasons but have also
instilled a winning culture within the organization. Their ability to motivate and
inspire their players has played a significant role in the team's continued success.

Dedicated and Passionate Fanbase

No article about the St Louis Cardinals would be complete without mentioning
their passionate fanbase. Cardinals fans are known for their unwavering support
and love for the team. Whether it's cheering loudly at home games or traveling
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across the country to show their dedication on the road, Cardinals fans are
always there to support their team.

The team's close relationship with its fans is something that sets them apart. The
Cardinals have successfully created a sense of community, where fans feel like
they are an integral part of the team's success. This strong bond between the
team and its fans only serves to further motivate the players on the field.

Success on and off the Field

While the Cardinals' success is primarily measured by their on-field
achievements, their impact off the field cannot be overstated. The organization is
deeply committed to giving back to the community, supporting various charitable
causes, and making a positive difference in the lives of others.

The Cardinals' dedication to philanthropy has not gone unnoticed. Their efforts
have earned them widespread admiration and have further solidified their status
as a class-act organization both on and off the field.

The Future of the Cardinals

As the Cardinals continue to build on their legacy, the future looks bright. With a
talented roster, a renowned development system, and a passionate fanbase, the
team is well-positioned for sustained success in the coming years.

With the right combination of player development, managerial expertise, and
unwavering support from their fans, there's no doubt that the St Louis Cardinals
will continue to be a force to be reckoned with in Major League Baseball.
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Written by veteran sportswriter and Cardinals insider Rob Rains, Taking Flight
answers two basic questions – what makes the Cardinals different from other
organizations, and why are they so successful?  Perhaps the most important man
in the history of the organization was George Kissell. Among the future managers
who came under Kissell's tutelage were Sparky Anderson, Joe Torre, Tony La
Russa and the Cardinals' current manager, Mike Matheny. Kissell's imprint is still
everywhere on the Cardinals' organization, nearly five years after his death. So
too is the work of longtime coach and catching instructor Dave Ricketts, the man
who first trained Matheny and later, Yadier Molina. It is the men such as Kissell
and Ricketts, who worked for years without fame or notoriety, who helped mold
the Cardinals into the franchise it is today. 
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