
The Somerset and Dorset Railway: A Journey
through History

The Somerset and Dorset Railway (SDR) holds a special place in the hearts of
railway enthusiasts and history buffs alike. This iconic railway line, which once
connected the counties of Somerset and Dorset in England, captivated the
imagination of passengers with its breathtaking landscapes and engineering
marvels. Join us on a journey to explore the captivating story of the SDR and its
enduring legacy.

Origins and Construction
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The idea for a railway line linking Somerset and Dorset was conceived in the mid-
19th century, during the peak of the Railways Mania. The local communities saw
the potential for economic growth and improved connectivity. Thus, on 7th August
1860, the Somerset and Dorset Joint Committee was formed, laying the
foundation for the railway's construction.
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Renowned civil engineer William Stroudley became the driving force behind the
SDR's construction. With his innovative approach and keen eye for detail,
Stroudley designed and oversaw the creation of impressive tunnels, viaducts, and
stations along the route. The challenges posed by the hilly terrain of the region
only fueled his determination to build a remarkable railway line.
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A Triumph of Engineering

The construction of the Somerset and Dorset Railway was no small feat.
Stretching over 71 miles, the line featured over 200 bridges, including the famous
Bath Green Park Viaduct and the Combe Down Tunnel. These engineering
marvels not only served their purpose but also added to the charm and allure of
the railway. The S&D's innovative solutions to overcome steep gradients and
sharp curves earned it a reputation as one of the most challenging railway lines in
the country.

The railway's locomotives were also a sight to behold. With their distinctive green
liveries and polished brass fittings, they symbolized the elegance and power of
the SDR. The locomotives, like the famous 'Black Motors,' served the line with
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unwavering dedication, pushing through the challenging terrain in all weather
conditions to transport goods and passengers.

A Journey Like No Other

Traveling on the Somerset and Dorset Railway was an enchanting experience.
Passengers were treated to breathtaking views of rolling hills, picturesque
villages, and idyllic countryside scenes. The railway carved its way through the
heart of Somerset and Dorset, showcasing the beauty of the region in a way that
road travel could never replicate.
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The journey itself was no less remarkable. From the bustling atmosphere of the
railway stations to the comfort and luxury of the passenger carriages, the SDR
provided an experience that left an indelible mark on those who traveled on it.
Whether it was a short commute or a long-distance trip, every journey was filled
with anticipation, excitement, and a sense of adventure.

Decline and Closure

Sadly, like many other railway lines, the Somerset and Dorset Railway began to
decline as road travel and personal vehicles gained popularity in the mid-20th
century. Economic pressures, coupled with inadequate investment and
maintenance, resulted in a gradual decrease in passenger and freight traffic.
Despite valiant struggles to survive, the SDR was forced to close its doors on 6th
March 1966, ending an era in British railway history.
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Preservation and Legacy

Fortunately, not all traces of the Somerset and Dorset Railway have vanished.
Dedicated preservation societies and enthusiasts have worked tirelessly to
restore stations, locomotives, and artifacts from the line's illustrious past. Visitors
can now experience the nostalgia of the SDR at preserved railways and
museums, such as the Somerset & Dorset Railway Heritage Trust at Midsomer
Norton and the Somerset and Dorset Railway Trust Museum at Washford.

The legacy of the Somerset and Dorset Railway lives on. Its impact on the local
communities, tourism, and the development of the transportation industry cannot
be overlooked. The SDR continues to inspire fascination and admiration,
reminding us of the golden age of railways and the wonders that can be achieved
through human ingenuity.

In

The story of the Somerset and Dorset Railway is one of triumphs and challenges,
of stunning engineering achievements and captivating landscapes. It continues to
captivate the imagination of railway enthusiasts and serves as a testament to the
power of human determination and innovation. The SDR's legacy endures,
reminding us to cherish and appreciate the wonders of our rich railway heritage.
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Take a journey on The Somerset and Dorset Railway back to the halcyon days of
steam to a time when a tablet was either taken for a headache or used to ensure
only one train was on a single track section at a time, and blackberries were
picked on the line-side to make a pie.

The book will take you on the journey from Bath to Bournemouth describing the
stations along the route and is complemented by Tales From The Footplate as
told by Somerset and Dorset men.

The book is profusely illustrated in the style of poster art reminiscent of a bygone
era in rail travel and are derived from original colour photographs in the Norman
Lockett archive.
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Wittenstein, the Oscar American Dream...
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