The Shocking Truth Behind the Tragic Death
of Flight Lieutenant Sean Cunningham

Flight Lieutenant Sean Cunningham, a brave and dedicated Royal Air Force
(RAF) pilot, met a tragic end during a routine training exercise at RAF Scampton
in November 2011. The incident sent shockwaves through the military community
and raised serious concerns about aircraft safety. In this in-depth investigation,
we unravel the events leading to Flight Lieutenant Cunningham's untimely
demise, shedding light on the key factors that contributed to this devastating

accident.

The Life of a Courageous Aviator

Before we delve into the details of the incident, let's take a moment to honor the
memory of Flight Lieutenant Sean Cunningham. A distinguished aviator, Flight
Lieutenant Cunningham joined the RAF in 2000 and served with great honor and
distinction throughout his career. His passion for flying was unmatched, and he

had dreams of becoming one of the finest pilots in the world.

Flight Lieutenant Cunningham's dedication and expertise earned him a coveted
role as a member of the world-renowned Red Arrows, the RAF's aerobatic display
team. His exceptional flying skills and unwavering commitment made him an

invaluable asset to the team and an inspiration to aspiring aviators worldwide.
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The Tragic Accident

On the fateful day of November 8th, 2011, Flight Lieutenant Cunningham was
engaged in a routine pre-flight check on his Hawk T1 aircraft before a training
sortie. Little did he know that this seemingly ordinary task would be the last

moments of his life.

During the pre-flight checks, Flight Lieutenant Cunningham inadvertently ejected
from his aircraft while it was stationary on the ground. The parachute failed to
deploy, leading to a critical impact and causing fatal injuries. This shocking
incident left the entire military community reeling in disbelief and searching for

answers.

An Error in Safety Mechanism Design

As the investigation into Flight Lieutenant Cunningham's death unfolded, it
became apparent that a critical design flaw in the safety mechanism of the Hawk
T1 aircraft played a significant role in the accident. The secondary pin, a crucial
component responsible for preventing the ejection handle from activating when

the aircraft is stationary, was found to be defective.
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This glaring oversight in the design of the safety mechanism had gone
undetected for years, putting countless pilots' lives at risk unnecessarily. It raised
serious questions about the quality control processes involved in manufacturing

these aircraft and the rigorousness of safety checks carried out by the RAF.

The Impact on the RAF and the Aviation Industry

Flight Lieutenant Cunningham's tragic death had far-reaching consequences for
both the RAF and the aviation industry as a whole. The incident led to a
comprehensive review of safety protocols and practices within the RAF, with a
focus on identifying potential design flaws and ensuring the highest standards of

safety for all personnel.

The investigation brought attention to the need for greater transparency and
accountability in the aviation industry, prompting thorough checks and re-
evaluations of safety mechanisms across various aircraft models. This tragic
incident paved the way for substantial advancements in aviation safety, protecting

the lives of countless pilots and crew members.

Remembering a Hero

Flight Lieutenant Sean Cunningham's untimely passing was a devastating blow to
his family, friends, and colleagues. However, his memory lives on, inspiring future

generations of aviators to pursue their dreams fearlessly.

Flight Lieutenant Cunningham's sacrifice and the lessons learned from this tragic
incident have left an indelible mark on the aviation industry. His legacy serves as
a constant reminder of the importance of vigilance in ensuring the safety of our

brave servicemen and women.



The investigation into the death of Flight Lieutenant Sean Cunningham shed light
on the critical safety failures that led to this tragic accident. It prompted the
necessary introspection and action required to prevent such incidents from
occurring in the future. The aviation industry owes it to the memory of Flight
Lieutenant Cunningham to remain unwavering in its commitment to continued

safety improvements and to honor the sacrifices made by brave aviators around

the world.
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Revised and updated, September 2021. Includes and discusses new images and
information from the investigation, which MoD and HSE withheld from the courts

and family.

(Contact the author if you bought the original version and want a free Kindle

upgrade).

This is a story of unrelenting misconduct and injustice. Martin-Baker, designers of
the world’s best escape system, were prosecuted for not providing information

they had already supplied many times, but the Ministry of Defence instructed its
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engineers not to use. Bizarrely, the Judge named an MoD recipient in court.
Applying this information would have saved Sean Cunningham’s life.

The Health and Safety Executive and Lincolnshire Police did not evaluate verbal,
written and video evidence proving the allegation false. The Judge and Coroner
were misled. This subversion of the judicial system has placed military aircrew,
passengers and the public at greater risk.

Also discussed is post-trial misconduct by the HSE and BBC; linkages to the
Shoreham Air Display accident, in which the Air Accidents Investigation Branch
confirmed MoD had the information necessary to avoid the death of Sean
Cunningham; and an analysis of the Service Inquiry report into the death of
Corporal Jonathan Bayliss, passenger in a Red Arrows Hawk which crashed in
March 2018; revealing twelve common factors with the death of Sean
Cunningham.

All proceeds to charity.
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