
The Secret Garden Annotated - Exploring the
Enchanting World Crafted by Frances
Hodgson Burnett
Frances Hodgson Burnett, a well-known English-American author, gifted the
world with a literary masterpiece known as "The Secret Garden." This captivating
tale has enchanted readers of all ages since its publication in 1911. In this article,
we will dive deep into the world of "The Secret Garden," exploring its magical
storyline, the characters that bring it to life, and the annotated version that
provides invaluable insights into this enduring classic.

The Enchanting Storyline of "The Secret Garden"

"The Secret Garden" takes us on an extraordinary journey alongside its
protagonist, Mary Lennox. Orphaned by a cholera outbreak in India, Mary is sent
to live with her reclusive uncle in a gloomy, isolated mansion in Yorkshire,
England. As Mary navigates her new surroundings, she discovers a hidden
garden that gradually becomes the focal point of her life.

This captivating garden serves as a metaphor for the transformative power of
nature and the human spirit. As Mary brings life back to the abandoned garden,
she also begins to heal herself and those around her. Through her interactions
with her cousin Colin, a sickly boy, and the lively Dickon, the garden's secrets
unravel, leading to a heartwarming and inspiring resolution.
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The Wonderful Characters of "The Secret Garden"

Frances Hodgson Burnett crafted a cast of memorable characters that bring "The
Secret Garden" to life. First and foremost, Mary Lennox, with her initially spoiled
and contrary nature, evolves into a compassionate and nurturing soul as she
tends to the garden. Determined and full of curiosity, Mary's transformation
captivates readers, making her a relatable and endearing protagonist.

Colin, the frail and bedridden cousin, goes through a profound growth throughout
the story. Sheltered by his overprotective father, Colin's exposure to the secret
garden awakens his spirit, leading him on a similar transformative journey as
Mary. Witnessing these two children positively influence each other is both
heartwarming and empowering.

Additionally, Dickon, with his connection to nature and ability to communicate with
animals, adds an enchanting touch to the tale. His charm and wisdom guide Mary
and Colin as they explore the wonders of the secret garden, making him a
beloved character among readers of all ages.

The Annotated Version: Unveiling the Hidden Gems
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For those who seek deeper insights into "The Secret Garden," the annotated
version of Frances Hodgson Burnett's masterpiece is a treasure trove of
additional information. Annotations, placed alongside the original text, provide
historical context, explanations of certain phrases or cultural references, and
even insights into the author's inspirations.

By delving into the annotated version, readers can understand the societal norms
and expectations prevalent in the Victorian era, gaining a richer understanding of
the characters' motivations and actions. This annotated edition truly enhances the
reading experience, making it an essential addition to any "Secret Garden"
enthusiast's collection.

Delve into the Enchanting World of "The Secret Garden"

Frances Hodgson Burnett's "The Secret Garden" continues to captivate readers
with its enchanting storyline and memorable characters. The tale of love,
friendship, and the healing power of nature inspires readers of all ages to embark
on their own transformative journeys. With the annotated version shedding light
on the hidden gems within the text, the magic of "The Secret Garden" is bound to
resonate even more powerfully with readers.

So, immerse yourself in the world of "The Secret Garden" today and get ready to
unlock the gate to a realm of imagination and wonder!
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When Frances Hodgson Burnett came out with The Secret Garden in 1911, she
was already really popular in both England and the States—the One Direction of
Victorian lady authors, if you will.
Thanks to the publications of Little Lord Fauntleroy in 1885 and A Little Princessin
1905, Burnett had already established her reputation as the writer to turn to if you
want to read stories about optimistic, adorable orphan children experiencing
Victorian England.
But The Secret Garden is a little different from her earlier, more sentimental
works: It features two kids, Mary Lennox and Colin Craven, who are complete
jerks. Unlike Sara Crewe, these kids aren't sweet little tykes looking on the bright
side every time something bad happens to them. This definitely isn't Annie, and
no one is singing "Hard-Knock Life."
Don't get us wrong: The Secret Garden is a great book for kids to read. In fact, it
ranks fifteenth of the School Library Journal's list of Top 100 Children's Novels.
But, perhaps because of its complex, sometimes unlikeable main characters,
Burnett published The Secret Garden as a magazine series for adults before
releasing it to a more general audience as a novel in 1911. Like the young adult
bestsellers of today, The Secret Garden has always appealed to a range of
readers across the generations.
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