
The Remarkable Story of Madam Tinubu: The
Untold Tale of Africa’s Powerful Queen
If you think history has only been shaped by men, think again. In the annals of
time, there have been extraordinary women who defied societal norms and left an
indelible mark in the pages of history. One such remarkable figure is Madam
Tinubu, a queen of Africa whose legacy cannot be ignored. Her story is a
testament to the strength, intelligence, and resilience of African women who have
played a significant role in shaping the continent's history.

Who Was Madam Tinubu?

Madam Tinubu was a powerful and influential figure in 19th-century Africa. Born
around 1805 in the Egba Kingdom (present-day Nigeria), she rose to prominence
as a wealthy trader, astute politician, and warrior queen. However, her journey to
power was not without the hurdles of a patriarchal society. Despite facing
numerous obstacles, Madam Tinubu defied the odds and became one of the
most influential women of her time.

The Rise of a Warrior Queen

Madam Tinubu's rise to power began with her marriage to Adele, the King of
Lagos, in 1829. This union not only solidified her status but also propelled her into
a world of politics and diplomacy. As a shrewd tactician, she played a pivotal role
in defending her husband's kingdom against the incursion of the British colonial
forces.
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However, tragedy struck when Adele passed away, leaving Tinubu to navigate the
treacherous waters of political power on her own. Undeterred, she became an
independent force to be reckoned with, extending her influence across various
regions and kingdoms.

A Trailblazer in African Trade

Madam Tinubu's prowess as a trader is legendary. She built a vast network of
trading links that spanned from Europe to South America, transforming Lagos into
a major commercial center. Her involvement in the lucrative palm oil trade
brought immense wealth and influence, and she was hailed as the "Queen of
Lagos."

Not content with dominating the palm oil trade, Madam Tinubu expanded her
business enterprises to include cloth and tobacco. Her entrepreneurial acumen
was unmatched, and she became a role model for many aspiring traders of her
time.

The Queen who Fought for Freedom
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Madam Tinubu was not only a shrewd businesswoman but also a fearless warrior
queen. She fought multiple battles against the British colonizers, refusing to
succumb to their imperialistic ambitions. Her tenacity and strategic military
maneuvers earned her the respect and admiration of her subjects.

The British, recognizing her strength and influence, attempted to strike a deal with
Madam Tinubu. However, she refused to compromise her principles and
preferred to go down fighting rather than surrendering her kingdom to foreign
powers.

A Legacy that Lives On

Madam Tinubu's legacy is a testament to the power of determination and
resilience. Her impact on African history cannot be understated. She shattered
the glass ceiling and proved that women were capable of not only participating in
politics and trade but excelling in these domains.

Today, Madam Tinubu serves as a source of inspiration for women across Africa
and the world. Her story reminds us that the road to success is never easy, but
with perseverance and courage, anything is possible.

In

Madam Tinubu's tale is a reminder that history should not be limited to the
exploits of men alone. Her extraordinary achievements as a queen, trader, and
warrior have left an indelible mark on African history. Her legacy serves as a
beacon of hope for women striving for success in a world that often seeks to limit
their potential. Madam Tinubu, the exemplary queen of Africa, will forever be
celebrated as one of the most prominent and influential figures in African history.
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It is Enterprise Week at Dreamland International School and Mrs Hope has asked
the children to make things to sell to raise money to buy books for the school
library. Wuraola, Nneka and Azeezah are inspired by the statue in Lagos of
Madam Tinubu who was a successful businesswoman and became the first
Queen of Abeokuta. Read the story to find out what they make and whether they
were successful.
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