The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope: Delving
into the Library of Congress Crime Classics

Are you a fan of crime novels? Do you enjoy the thrill of uncovering mysteries
and solving crimes from the comfort of your armchair? If so, then the Library of
Congress Crime Classics collection is a true treasure trove for you. Amongst the
numerous gems in this collection, "The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" stands

out as a timeless classic that will leave you hooked from the very first page.

Unraveling a Classic: The Plot of "The Rat Began To Gnaw The
Rope"

"The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" is a gripping crime novel written by C.W.
Grafton, first published in 1944. Set in the gritty streets of New York City, the story
follows the life of private investigator Fred Houseman as he becomes entangled

in a high-profile kidnapping case. The mysterious disappearance of a young
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heiress sets Houseman on a relentless quest to solve the crime and ensure

justice is served.
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Grafton's masterful storytelling and vivid descriptions bring the characters to life,
making it easy for readers to immerse themselves in the world of Houseman and
his dangerous pursuit of the truth. As the plot thickens and unexpected twists and

turns unfold, the reader is kept guessing until the very end.

One of the most intriguing aspects of "The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" is the
complex web of characters that Grafton weaves throughout the narrative. From
shady mob bosses to corrupt police detectives, each character adds another
layer of suspense and intrigue to the story. As Houseman delves deeper into the

case, he discovers a dark underworld where no one can be trusted.

The Library of Congress Crime Classics Collection
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The Library of Congress Crime Classics collection is a curated selection of crime
novels that have stood the test of time. Each book in the collection is meticulously

chosen by a team of experts at the Library of Congress, ensuring that readers are

exposed to the very best in the genre.

Crime novels have always captivated readers with their thrilling plots, memorable
characters, and intricate mysteries. The Library of Congress recognizes the
importance of preserving and showcasing these literary treasures for generations

to come.

The collection includes works from renowned authors such as Agatha Christie,
Raymond Chandler, and Dashiell Hammett, to name just a few. Whether you're a
seasoned crime fiction aficionado or a newcomer to the genre, the Library of
Congress Crime Classics collection is guaranteed to have something to pique

your interest.
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Why Choose "The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" as Your Next
Read?

So, why should you pick up "The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" from the Library

of Congress Crime Classics collection? The reasons are many.

Firstly, C.W. Grafton's writing style is engaging and immersive. His attention to
detail transports readers back to the noir atmosphere of 1940s New York, where
danger lurks around every corner. The intricacies of the plot and the skillfully

developed characters make for a truly unforgettable reading experience.

Secondly, if you enjoy crime novels that keep you guessing until the end, then
"The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" is the perfect choice. Grafton twists and
turns the narrative, leaving readers on the edge of their seats and eager to

uncover the truth alongside Houseman.

Lastly, but certainly not least, the Library of Congress Crime Classics collection
guarantees quality. Each book in the collection is a carefully curated masterpiece,
chosen for its contribution to the crime genre and its enduring popularity amongst

readers.

The Legacy of "The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope"

Since its publication in 1944, "The Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" has been
widely acknowledged as a classic in the crime fiction genre. Its influence has
been felt by countless authors and readers alike, and its place in the Library of

Congress Crime Classics collection solidifies its significance in the literary world.

If you're ready to embark on a journey into the seedy underbelly of 1940s New
York and experience the thrill of solving a crime alongside Fred Houseman, "The
Rat Began To Gnaw The Rope" is waiting to be discovered in the Library of

Congress Crime Classics.



So, pick up your magnifying glass, turn on your reading lamp, and lose yourself in

this gripping tale that will keep you captivated until the very last page.
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"Grafton's novel is not simply a historical curio, but a genuinely offbeat and

entertaining suspense story."—The Washington Post

The second book in the Library of Congress Crime Classics, an exciting new
classic mystery series created in exclusive partnership with the Library of
Congress. In this exquisite piece of hard-boiled crime fiction, is this lawyer

digging his way to the truth, or digging his own grave?
A timeless and propulsive story, The Rat Began to Gnaw the Rope is:

» For fans of historical crime mysteries and crime classics

» For readers who love the works of Sue Grafton
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Short, chubby, and awkward with members of the opposite sex, Gil Henry is the
youngest partner in a small law firm, not a hard-boiled sleuth. So when an
attractive young woman named Ruth McClure walks into his office and asks him
to investigate the value of the stock she inherited from her father, he thinks

nothing of it—until someone makes an attempt on his life.

Soon Gil is inadvertently embroiled in a classic American scandal, subterfuge,
and murder. He's beaten, shot, and stabbed, as his colleagues and enemies try
to stop him from seeing the case through to the end. Surrounded by adversaries,
he teams up with Ruth and her secretive brother to find answers to the questions

someone desperately wants to keep him from asking.

In this portrait of America on the eve of America's entry into World War Il, C.W.
Grafton—himself a lawyer and the father of prolific mystery writer Sue Grafton—
pens an award-winning historical crime fiction that combines humor and the hard-

boiled style and will keep readers guessing until its thrilling .
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