
The Pina Bausch Sourcebook: The Making Of
Tanztheater

When it comes to revolutionizing the world of dance, few names hold as much
significance as Pina Bausch. An iconic figure in the world of contemporary dance,
Pina Bausch brought Tanztheater to the forefront, combining elements of dance
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and theater to create a new genre that continues to inspire and captivate
audiences to this day.

Discovering Pina Bausch

Pina Bausch was born in Solingen, Germany, in 1940. From a young age, she
showed a deep passion for dance, quickly honing her skills and embracing a
unique approach to movement. In the early 1970s, she became the director of the
Tanztheater Wuppertal, a company that would become synonymous with
innovation and artistic excellence.
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Throughout her career, Pina Bausch pushed the boundaries of traditional dance,
exploring complex themes and emotions through her choreography. She believed
that dance should be an immersive experience that allows both performers and
the audience to connect on a deeply personal level. This approach revolutionized
Tanztheater, infusing it with raw, visceral energy that is still felt today.
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The Pina Bausch Sourcebook is a comprehensive guide that delves into the
making of Tanztheater and the creative process behind Pina Bausch's iconic
works. Compiled by renowned dance historian and author, Royd Climenhaga, this
sourcebook provides a deep understanding of Bausch's artistic vision and the
evolution of Tanztheater.

With over 300 pages of insightful analysis, behind-the-scenes stories, and
stunning photographs, The Pina Bausch Sourcebook takes readers on a
captivating journey through the life and works of this iconic figure. From her early
experiments to the establishment of Tanztheater Wuppertal as a world-renowned
company, every aspect of Pina Bausch's creative process is meticulously
explored.

Uncovering the Making of Tanztheater

In The Pina Bausch Sourcebook, Climenhaga offers a unique perspective on the
making of Tanztheater, providing readers with a backstage pass to Bausch's
creative process. Through interviews with dancers, collaborators, and Bausch
herself, readers gain valuable insights into the inspiration behind her legendary
pieces.

The book also features detailed descriptions and analysis of key Tanztheater
works, such as "Café Müller," "The Rite of Spring," and "Kontakthof." Climenhaga
examines the thematic underpinnings and technical innovations of each work,
shedding light on the genius behind Bausch's choreography.

Exploring Pina Bausch's Legacy

Pina Bausch passed away in 2009, leaving behind a remarkable legacy that
continues to influence contemporary dance. The Pina Bausch Sourcebook not



only celebrates her groundbreaking contributions but also offers guidance to
aspiring dancers, choreographers, and theater-makers.

By examining Bausch's creative process, The Pina Bausch Sourcebook
encourages readers to dig deep within themselves, inspiring them to push
boundaries and explore new avenues of artistic expression. It serves as a
testament to the power of dance and the lasting impact of Pina Bausch's genius.

The Pina Bausch Sourcebook: The Making Of Tanztheater is a must-read for
anyone passionate about dance, theater, or the intersection of the two art forms.
Through its comprehensive coverage, insightful analysis, and captivating
storytelling, this sourcebook offers a profound exploration of Pina Bausch's
revolutionary contributions to the world of dance.

Whether you are an avid fan of Tanztheater or seeking inspiration for your own
creative endeavors, The Pina Bausch Sourcebook is an invaluable resource that
will enrich your understanding and appreciation of this legendary choreographer
and her unparalleled works.
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Pina Bausch’s work has had tremendous impact across the spectrum of late
twentieth-century performance practice, helping to redefine the possibilities of
what both dance and theater can be. This edited collection presents a
compendium of source material and contextual essays that examine Pina
Bausch's history, practice and legacy, and the development of Tanztheater as a
new form, with sections including:

Dance and theatre roots and connections;

Bausch’s developmental process;

The creation of Tanztheater;

Bausch’s reception;

Critical perspectives.

Interviews, reviews and major essays chart the evolution of Bausch’s pioneering
approach and explore this evocative new mode of performance. Edited by noted
Bausch scholar, Royd Climenhaga, The Pina Bausch Sourcebook aims to open
up Bausch’s performative world for students, scholars, dance and theatre artists
and audiences everywhere.
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