
The Only Good Indians: A Chilling Native
American Horror Novel

Native American horror literature has witnessed a remarkable surge in recent
years, showcasing the rich storytelling traditions of indigenous communities.
Among the notable works that have captivated readers with its unique blend of
myth and terror is Stephen Graham Jones' novel, "The Only Good Indians."
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Combining cultural exploration with bone-chilling horror, this literary masterpiece
offers a fresh perspective on the genre, while shedding light on indigenous
experiences. Prepare to be enthralled as we delve into the spine-tingling world of
"The Only Good Indians."

The Plot Unleashed

"The Only Good Indians" delves into the lives of four young Blackfeet men
haunted by an event from their teenage years. After disrespecting an elk during
an annual hunt on sacred land, the men are pursued by the spirit of the vengeful
animal. Now, ten years later, the friends find themselves stalked by unseen
entities, their darkest actions coming back to haunt them.
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Jones masterfully weaves together themes of guilt, cultural identity, and the
consequences of assimilation. As the four friends grapple with the terrifying
consequences of their past actions, readers are taken on a rollercoaster ride of
psychological suspense, deep-rooted fears, and the darkness that lies within.

A Journey into Native American Mythology
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One of the most intriguing aspects of "The Only Good Indians" lies in its
exploration of Native American mythology and symbolism. Jones expertly
incorporates traditional lore and legends, enveloping the tale with a sense of
authenticity and cultural richness. From shape-shifting entities to the resurgence
of ancient spirits, the novel presents a fresh perspective on horror, rooted in
Native American traditions.

Through the lens of Blackfeet culture, Jones introduces readers to fascinating
mythological creatures such as the deer women, often depicted as both beautiful
and treacherous. This unique blend of folklore and horror elevates the novel into
a captivating journey, allowing readers to immerse themselves in a world haunted
by ancient spirits and the struggles of indigenous communities.

A Powerful Critique of Society

Beyond its haunting elements, "The Only Good Indians" also serves as a social
critique, addressing issues of discrimination, assimilation, and the loss of cultural
identity. Throughout the novel, Jones questions the societal pressures faced by
indigenous peoples, highlighting the impact it has on their lives and mental well-
being. By intertwining these themes with a terrifying supernatural narrative, the
author not only entertains but also provokes contemplation.

The tensions arising from the characters' cultural roots and the modern world
they inhabit create a gripping narrative that mirrors the complexities of
contemporary indigenous experiences. For readers seeking a deeper
understanding of the challenges faced by Native American communities today,
"The Only Good Indians" offers an introspective exploration that is both thought-
provoking and chilling.

A Unique Voice in Horror Literature



Stephen Graham Jones' writing style in "The Only Good Indians" sets him apart
as a master of horror. His prose is both evocative and poetic, lending a haunting
beauty to the story. Jones skillfully builds tension, immersing readers in an
atmosphere of dread that lingers long after the book is closed.

The characters themselves are complex, flawed, and utterly believable, allowing
readers to empathize with their struggles while simultaneously fearing the
consequences they face. Jones creates a sense of dread that is a perfect
balance between supernatural elements and the horrors of the human condition.

A Must-Read Tale of Terror

"The Only Good Indians" is a novel that defies conventions, offering readers an
undeniably gripping and chilling experience rooted in Native American culture and
traditions. Stephen Graham Jones has crafted a work of horror that forces us to
confront our deepest fears while also shedding light on the experiences of
indigenous peoples. Prepare to be captivated, horrified, and ultimately
transformed by this unique and powerful novel.

So, if you're in search of a literary gem that delves into Native American
mythology, critiques societal norms, and continuously keeps you on the edge of
your seat, look no further than "The Only Good Indians." Brace yourself for a tale
that will leave you both craving more and sleeping with the lights on!
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A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

From USA TODAY bestselling author Stephen Graham Jones comes a
“masterpiece” (Locus Magazine) of a novel about revenge, cultural identity, and
the cost of breaking from tradition. Labeled “one of 2020’s buzziest horror novels”
(Entertainment Weekly), this is a remarkable horror story that “will give you
nightmares—the good kind of course” (BuzzFeed).

From New York Times bestselling author Stephen Graham Jones comes a novel
that is equal parts psychological horror and cutting social commentary on identity
politics and the American Indian experience. Fans of Jordan Peele and Tommy
Orange will love this story as it follows the lives of four American Indian men and
their families, all haunted by a disturbing, deadly event that took place in their
youth. Years later, they find themselves tracked by an entity bent on revenge,
totally helpless as the culture and traditions they left behind catch up to them in a
violent, vengeful way.
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