
The Month In The New Old Country: An
Unforgettable Journey Through Tradition and
Progress
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to travel back in time while still
enjoying the luxuries of the modern world? Well, look no further! In this article, we
will take you on a mesmerizing journey through time and space, as we explore a
month in the New Old Country.

Uncovering the Enigma

Much like a hidden treasure waiting to be discovered, the New Old Country is a
place where tradition and progress intertwine, creating a unique and enchanting
experience for all who visit. Nestled in the heart of an unexplored territory, this
hidden gem has managed to preserve the essence of the past while embracing
the wonders of the present.

From the moment you set foot in this mystical land, your senses will be
overwhelmed by a cornucopia of sights, sounds, and smells. Picture this:
cobblestone streets lined with ancient buildings that have been lovingly restored
to their former glory. The aroma of freshly baked bread wafts through the air,
leading you to quaint bakeries filled with mouthwatering delicacies.
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But don't be fooled by its old-world charm. The New Old Country is also home to
a vibrant artisan community that seamlessly blends traditional crafting techniques
with state-of-the-art technology. As you wander through the bustling
marketplaces, you will be mesmerized by the intricate tapestries, handcrafted
jewelry, and unique souvenirs that are unlike anything you have ever seen before.

A Month in Time

Imagine waking up to the gentle rhythm of horse-drawn carriages passing
through the streets. As the morning mist clears, you venture out into the town
square, where locals and tourists alike gather for a lively farmer's market. Here,
you can taste the freshest produce, indulge in homemade cheeses, and listen to
traditional folk music performed by local musicians.

As the day progresses, you find yourself embarking on a variety of adventures,
each more captivating than the last. Visit ancient castles with towering turrets and
hidden passages, or lose yourself in the sprawling gardens that seem to have
sprung from the pages of a fairytale. Enjoy a leisurely picnic by a crystal-clear
lake, surrounded by picturesque landscapes that evoke a sense of tranquility
rarely found in the modern world.
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When evening falls, immerse yourself in the vibrant nightlife of the New Old
Country. Join locals as they gather in taverns and pubs, swapping stories and
singing traditional ballads that have been passed down through generations.
Raise a glass of the finest local brew and become a part of this rich tapestry of
history and culture.

A Taste of Tradition

No trip to the New Old Country would be complete without indulging in the
delectable cuisine that has been perfected over centuries. From hearty stews
simmered slowly over an open fire to delicate pastries filled with local fruits, every
bite will transport you to a time when food was not just sustenance but a ritual to
be savored.

Whet your appetite with the New Old Country's national dish, a mouthwatering
combination of tender meat and seasonal vegetables, cooked to perfection and
served with golden-brown dumplings. Pair it with a glass of the finest local wine,
and you have a culinary experience that will remain etched in your memory for
years to come.

Preserving the Past, Embracing the Future

One of the most remarkable aspects of the New Old Country is its ability to
embrace progress without losing sight of its roots. As you explore this captivating
land, you will encounter modern innovations seamlessly integrated into historic
settings.

Step into a centuries-old bookstore, where antique volumes share shelf space
with state-of-the-art e-readers. Stay in a charming guesthouse equipped with all
the modern amenities while still retaining the charm of yesteryear. Witness how



wind turbines silently rotate in the distance, providing clean energy while the
echoes of ancient folklore still resonate throughout the land.

An Unforgettable Journey like No Other

Whether you are a history enthusiast, a lover of nature, or simply seeking a
journey off the beaten path, a month in the New Old Country promises a once-in-
a-lifetime experience. The merging of tradition and progress, coupled with the
warm hospitality of the locals, creates an unforgettable journey that will leave you
yearning for more.

So, pack your bags and embark on an adventure that will transport you to a place
where time stands still and memories are made. The New Old Country awaits
your arrival, ready to unveil its secrets and captivate your heart.
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“Sunday 2nd April. Back to Tel Aviv and over to the Wolfbergs. They made us so
welcome. A relation of theirs, a young fellow, was there. He was deaf because the
Germans had experimented on him while in a camp. He works in a shoe factory
and has a room which he shares with some other boys. What future is there for
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him? It’s unbearable to talk about it....but everywhere one goes here there is
tragedy....."

"Tuesday 11th April. Near Nazareth, from the top of a hill, we saw a complete
rainbow. It was the most amazing sight. The scenery in the north is wonderful, the
fields covered with yellow buttercups, the winding roads, and in the distance the
snow-capped Mount Hermon.”

In 1950, two years after getting married and living in London, England, and two
years after the founding of the State of Israel, Shirley and Alfred Kleiman travelled
to Israel, under the auspices of the Jewish National Fund, with a view to settling
there. Shirley was a dedicated diarist and keen observer of life and A Month in the
New Old Country is a detailed, day-by-day account of the four weeks they spent
travelling around the whole country in March and April 1950; meeting people and
seeing many of the challenges facing the new state. Those challenges included
the legacy of wars, dealing with survivors of the Holocaust, the massive influx of
Jewish immigrants from Arab countries, and establishing economic, agricultural,
industrial, social and cultural infrastructures. For Shirley, who was never the best
of travellers and who was in the early stages of pregnancy, there was also the
particular challenge of avoiding - or rather failing to avoid - the frequent and
frequently recorded bouts of sickness.

In A Month in a New Old Country, Shirley writes with wit, candour and emotion
about the places she and Alfred visit and the people they meet, from fertile
Galilee in the north to the Negev desert in the south. They visit towns, villages,
kibbutzim, refugee camps and orphanages. They also travel with and meet many
people, including members of Shirley's family who had already settled in what
had been Palestine.



A Month in the New Old Country is a detailed first-hand, first-person account of
life in Israel at a very early moment in its history, and contains the pages of the
diary exactly as Shirley typed them out in 1950. The diary entries reflect the views
of an intelligent and politically-engaged young woman. It is also very much of its
time, and it occasionally reflect views of other people and cultures that the older
Shirley would find objectionable.

What is striking about the diary, reading it today and knowing what has occurred
in and around Israel in the intervening years, is the dynamism, idealism, optimism
and sheer chutzpah of those early years. One can read it with a sense of pride
and admiration in what has been achieved, but also with a sense of sadness that
those undoubted achievements have been at a immense and, for some, tragic
cost.
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